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REPORTS ANALYSIS DIVISION REFERRAL
TO

OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL

DATE: October 6, 2017
ANALYST: Scott Traum

I. COMMITTEE: Wright 2016
C00579433
Charlette Mimiasie, Treasurer
2160 Madison Ave Apt. 11G
New York, NY 10037

. RELEVANT STATUTE: 52 U.S.C. § 30104(b)(2)
52 U.S.C. § 30116(a) and (f)
52 U.S.C. § 30118(a)
11 CFR §102.5(b)
11 CFR §102.9(e)
11 CFR §103.3(b)
11 CFR §110.1(b)
11 CFR §110.2(b)(3)
11 CFR §114.2

II. ~ BACKGROUND:

Excessive, Prohibited, and Other Impermissible Contributions: Failure to Refund,
Redesignate, or Reattribute Excessive and Prohibited Contributions within the
Permissible Timeframe

Wright 2016 (“the Committee™) received excessive and prohibited contributions
totaling $9,250.00 for the 2016 Primary Election from three (3) individuals, two (2)
affiliated multicandidate political action committees, four (4) unregistered organizations,
and two (2) apparent corporate entities. The Committee did not timely refund, reattribute,
or redesignate these excessive contributions (Attachment 2).

2015 July Quarterly Report

On July 15, 2015 the Committee filed the 2015 July Quarterly Report, covering
the period from February. 17, 2015 to June 30, 2015 (Image 201507159000178609). This
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report disclosed potentially prohibited contributions totaling $11,562.27 from seven (7)
limited liability companies and four (4) unregistered organizations on Schedule A
supporting Line 11(a)(i) (Itemized Contributions from Individuals) and Line 11(c)
(Contributions from Other Political Committees) of the Detailed Summary Page.

The Committee was sent a Request for Additional Information (RFAI) on July 28,
2015 referencing the 2015 July Quarterly Report (Image 201507280300000636). The
RFAI noted the Committee’s receipt of potentially prohibited contributions and requested
that the Committee take corrective action.

On September 1, 2015, the Committee filed a Miscellaneous Electronic Document
(FEC Form 99) stating that the Committee will amend the 2015 July Quarterly Report to
address the issues raised in the RFAI (Image 201509019001587619).

On October 15, 2015, the Committee filed an Amended 2015 July Quarterly
Report. Schedule A of the report included notations indicating that the contributions
cited in the July 28, 2015 RFAI were either refunded during the subsequent reporting
periods or consisted of federally permissible funds (Image 201510159002907711).

On October 15, 2015 the Committee filed the 2015 October Quarterly Report,
covering the period of July 1, 2015 to September 30, 2015. Schedule B supporting Line
20(a) (Refunds of Contributions to Individuals) of the Detailed Summary Page disclosed
refunds totaling $3,700.00 to one (1) limited liability company and one (1) unregistered
organization made within the permissible timeframe, as well as a refund of $1,000.00 to
one (1) unregistered organization made outside of the permissible timeframe (Image
201510159002988134). No corrective action was disclosed for a $SOO 00 contribution
from one (1) unregistered entlty (Attachment 2).!

2016 July Quarterly Report

On July 15, 2016 the Committee filed the 2016 July Quarterly Report, covering
the period from June 9, 2016 to June 30, 2016 (Image 201607159020605353). This report
disclosed excessive and prohibited contributions of $7,750.00 from three (3) individuals,
two (2) affiliated multicandidate political action committees, two (2) unregistered
organizations, and two (2) possible corporate entities on Schedule A supporting Lines
11(a)(i) and 11(c) (Attachment 2).

The Committee was sent a Request for Additional Information (RFAI) on
September 20, 2016 referencing the 2016 July Quarterly (Image 201609200300058785).
The RFAI noted the Committee’s receipt of excessive contributions and requested that
the Committee take corrective action. No response was received to the RFALL

! On January 29, 2016 and June 16, 2016 the Committee filed Amended 2015 October Quarterly Reports,
which disclosed no changes in regard to the above. refund (Images 201601299004776202 and
201606169018216657). The $500.00 contribution from one (1) unregistered entity was notated as pending
a refund on the Amended 2015 July Quarterly Report (Tmage 201510159002907752), but no refund was
subsequently disclosed.
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Excessive, Prohibited, and Other Impermissible Contributions: Failure to Refund
or Redesignate General Election Contributions within the Permissible Timeframe
after the Candidate’s Loss in the Primary Election

Wright 2016 (“the Committee™) received 2016 General Election Contributions
from forty-four (44) individuals, five (5) partnerships, one (1) federal candidate
committee, three (3) multicandidate political action committees, and one (1) unregistered
organization that were not refunded or redesignated within the permissible timeframe
from the date Keith L.T. Wright (“the Candidate) was defeated in the 2016 New York
Primary Election. The contributions totaled $117,450.00, as disclosed on the 2015 July
Quarterly, 2015 October Quarterly, 2015 Year-End, 2016 April Quarterly, 2016 12 Day
Pre-Primary and the 2016 July Quarterly Reports (Attachment 3). '

2015 July Quarterly Report

On July 15, 2015, the Committee filed the 2015 July Quarterly Report, covering
the period from February 17, 2015 to June 30, 2015 (Image 201507159000178609). This

- report disclosed the receipt of $16,200.00 in 2016 General Election contributions from

six (6) individuals (Attachment 3).2

2015 October Quarterly Report

On October 15, 2015, the Committee filed the 2015 October Quarterly Report,
covering the period from July 1, 2015 to September 30, 2015 (Image
201510159002988134). This report disclosed the receipt of $14,400.00 in 2016 General
Election Contributions from five (5) individuals and one (1) partnership.

On January 29, 2016, the Committee filed an Amended 2015 October Quarterly
Report (Image 201601299004776202), which "disclosed an additional receipt of
$5,400.00 in 2016 General Election Contributions from two (2) individuals with no
changes to the other 2016 General Election contributions (Attachment 3).3

2015 Year-End Report

On January 29, 2016, the Committee filed the 2015 Year-End Report, covering
the period from October 1, 2015 to December 31, 2015 (Image 201601299004931920).
This report disclosed the receipt of $24,350.00 in 2016 General Election contributions
from eleven (11) individuals, one (1) partnership, and one (1) multicandidate political
action committee (Attachment 3).*

2 On October 15,2015 the Committee filed an Amended 2015 July Quarterly Report, which disclosed no
changes in regard to the above 2016 General Election Contributions (Image 201510159002907711).

3 On June 16, 2016 the Committee filed an Amended 2015 October Quarterly Report, which disclosed no
changes in regard to the above 2016 General Election Contributions (Image 201606169018216657).

4 On June 16, 2016 the Committee filed an Amended 2015 Year-End Report, which disclosed no changes
in regard to the above 2016 General Election Contributions (Image 201606169018219247).
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2016 April Quarterly Report

On April 15, 2016, the Committee filed the 2016 April Quarterly Report, covering
the period from January 1, 2016 to March 31, 2016 (Image 201604159012506868). This

- report disclosed the receipt of $15,050.00 in 2016 General Election Contributions from

six (6) individuals, two (2) partnerships, and two (2) multicandidate political action
committees (Attachment 3).

On June 16, 2016, the Committee filed an Amended 2016 April Quarterly Report
(Image 201606169018219353), which disclosed a negative adjustment to a receipt of
$200.00 received from one (1) individual and no changes to the other 2016 General

“Election contributions.

2016 12 Day Pre-Primary Report

On June 16, 2016, the Committee filed the 2016 12 Day Pre-Primary Report,
covering the period from April 1, 2016 to June 8, 2016 (Image 201606169018417119).
This report disclosed the receipt of $16,100.00 in 2016 General Election contributions
from eight (8) individuals, one (1) partnership, one (1) federal candidate committee, and
one (1) unregistered committee® (Attachment 3).

2016 July Quarterly Report

On June 28, 2016, the Candidate lost the New York Primary Election and was no
longer eligible to participate in the General Election for the New York House of
Representatives seat.

On July 15, 2016, the Committee filed the 2016 July Quarterly Report, covering
the period from June 9, 2016 to June 30, 2016 (Image 201607159020605353). This report
disclosed the receipt of $26,150.00 in 2016 General Election contributions from ten (10)
individuals and one (1) multicandidate political action committee (Attachment 3). '

The Committee was sent a Request for Additional Information (RFAI) on
September 20, 2016 referencing the 2016 July Quarterly Report. Among other items, the
RFAI noted the Committee’s receipt of 2016 General Election contributions during the
2015-2016 election cycle and requested that the Committee refund or redesignate the
contributions since the Candidate was not eligible to participate in the 2016 General
Election (Image 201609200300058789).

On October 27, 2016 the Reports Analysis Division (RAD) Analyst contacted the
Committee’s Treasurer, Charlette Mimiasie, to inform the Committee of the violation and
determine if there was any planned corrective action. Ms. Mimiasie stated that she had
not seen the RFAI sent on September 20, 2016 and the listed email address was no longer
valid. The Analyst explained that the excessive, prohibited, and unrefunded General
Election contributions would be referred to other Commission offices for further action

5 The Committee’s report indicated this 5/3/2016 contribution from a non-federal committee, Friends of
Kevin Parker Committee, was comprised of federally permissible funds.



and encouraged Ms. Mimiasie to review the letter and provide any necessary amendment
or clarifications. The Analyst advised the Committee to make any refunds of General
Election contributions that they are able and to file a Miscellaneous Electronic Document
(“FEC Form 99”) to provide additional details. Additionally, the Committee was told to
electronically amend their Statement of Organization (“FEC Form 1”) to change the
official email address (Attachment 4).

On November 8, 2016, Ms. Mimiasie informed the RAD Analyst via email that
the Committee had begun to refund some of the General Election contributions received
prior to the Candidate’s Primary Election defeat. The Analyst advised the Committee to
convey the specific refund information via a Form 99 (Attachment 4).

On January 31, 2017, the Committee filed the 2016 Year-End Report, covering
the period from October 1, 2016 to December 31, 2016 (Image 201610159032659297).
This report disclosed a refund of $6,450.00 of 2016 General Election contributions to
eight (8) individuals and one (1) multicandidate political action committee (Attachment
3).

On April 25, 2017, the RAD Analyst contacted Ms. Mimiasie concerning the
unrefunded 2016 General Election contributions, cited in the September 20, 2016 RFAI,
among other items. Ms. Mimiasie indicated the Committee did not have sufficient cash
on hand to issue the necessary refunds. The Analyst stated that any remedies, albeit late,

- will be taken into consideration. The Analyst also informed Ms. Mimiasie that the matter

would be referred to another Commission office for further action. Upon request of the
Committee, the Analyst supplied a list of the 2016 General Election contributions
received during the 2015-2016 election cycle by email following the phone call
(Attachment 4).

On May-31, 2017 the RAD Analyst contacted Ms. Mimiasie to confirm that the

~ Committee did not have the necessary funds to refund the impermissible contributions

detailed in the most recent correspondence. Ms. Mimiasie stated that the Committee did
not currently have excess cash on hand and could not make refunds. Ms. Mimiasie
requested a summary of the conversation via email from the RAD Analyst, which was
provided on June 1, 2017 (Attachment 4).

On July 4, 2017, the Committee filed the 2017 July Quarterly Report, covering
the period from April 1, 2017 to June 30, 2017 (Image 201707049066466896). This
report disclosed a refund of $14,600.00 of 2016 General Election contributions to s1x (6)
individuals (Attachment 3). -

To "date, no further communications have been received from the Committee
regarding these matters.
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