
  We need your support 

Democratic Party of the Northern Mariana Islands 
PO Box 504789 CK Saipan MP 96950 

www.nmidems.org 

Nov 9, 2023 

To: Federal Elections Commission 

999 E. ST. NW 

Washington DC 20463 

From: Democratic Party of the Northern Marianas 

PO Box 504789 CK 

Saipan MP 96950 

FEC Identification Number: C00850065 

Re: Request for Recognition of the Democratic Party of the Northern Marianas as a State Political Party Committee  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Hafa Adai, Tirow, & Hello, 

The Democratic Party of the Northern Marianas hereby requests from the Federal Elections Commission formal recognition as a 

state committee for the Democratic Party. I have included the necessary attachments to this letter, and referenced these same 

items and links below to support our request. 

 The Non-Profit Corporation Charter was issued to the Democratic Party of the Northern Marianas Inc. on February 12,

1981 from the CNMI Registrar of Corporations.

 In 1977, a member of the Democratic Party of the Northern Marianas Inc. - Dr. Carlos S. Camacho, was the first

elected Governor of the CNMI.

 The Charter Amendment from the Democratic National Committee (DNC) recognizes the Democratic Party of the

Northern Marianas as an official state party. This amendment was also adopted a day after the conclusion of the 2012

National Convention on September 7, 2012

 On April 15, 2023 the Democratic Party of the Northern Marianas held its 2023 General Membership Meeting, and

welcomed a handful of new members into their Central Executive Committee.

 The annual business license renewal required a resolution confirming the party officers elected by the newly formed

Central Executive Committee.

 The Democratic Party of the Northern Marianas also hosts four members of the DNC. The Chair, Vice Chair, National

Committeeman, and National Committeewoman are all official voting members of the DNC. See our state party listed

on the DNC’s website along with our very first DNC Newsletter launched in February of this year.

Received by OGC on Nov. 9, 2023

AOR001

http://www.nmidems.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sYY-0y9h2ZllxENDwiPU4caqTYfT7jRv/view?usp=sharing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic_Party_(Northern_Mariana_Islands)#:~:text=The%20Democratic%20Party%20of%20the,United%20States'%20national%20Democratic%20Party
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NuyZgpvhOCiRxTkOpjKW2hAhhgN7P3sj/view?usp=sharing
https://www.nmidems.org/gmm2023
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14Ng88GeR0V_1Wu3UvBYLPTuXEgGudVCY/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WOEXLF8dBO4KlEhqWwL9Y__n285aKCAz/view?usp=sharing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic_Party_(Northern_Mariana_Islands)#:~:text=The%20Democratic%20Party%20of%20the,United%20States'%20national%20Democratic%20Party.
https://democrats.org/who-we-are/state-parties/state-party-websites/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pgncfq8x38o_QcdcaBi8ViZQ6gDGBYBm/view?usp=sharing
lchapman
Received



 
 

 

 

 The Democratic Party of the Northern Marianas Bylaws is available for reference on our website. 

 The Democratic Party of the Northern Marianas Platform is available for reference on our website. 

 The Democratic Party of the Northern Marianas Elected Officials is available for reference on our website.  

 The Democratic Party of the Northern Marianas Northern Marianas’ Delegate to the U.S. House of Representatives, 

Congressman Gregorio Kilili Camacho Sablan is the party’s only Federal Candidate.  

 Congressman Gregorio Kilili Camacho Sablan’s Federal Election Commission Campaign Election ID Numbers are as 

follows: 

o ID C00469882 - Kilili for Congress  

o ID H8MP00041 - Sablan, Gregorio Kilili Camacho Rep  

 The Democratic Party of the Northern Marianas hosts two bank accounts with the First Hawaiian Bank. Our checking 

account numbers ending in 0188 for local funding ($1,625.52), and 0196 ($191.00) for federal funding equate to a 

current total balance of $1,816.52. 

 The Democratic Party of the Northern Marianas Campaign Finance Disclosure for the 2022 CNMI General Election is 

available for reference on the CNMI Election Commission’s website. Here is our breakdown and report. 

 In March 2023, The Democratic Party of the Northern Marianas launched its very first Newsletter  

 The Democratic Party of the Northern Marianas features an active social media account via Facebook  

 The Democratic Party of the Northern Marianas provides an office headquarters, a hotline +1-670-484-DEMS(3367), 

mailing address, and official website. View our candidate’s resource flier, and visit our website for more info. 

 

As stated and shown above, The Democratic Party of the Northern Marianas is an official party of the Commonwealth of the 

Northern Mariana Islands, and we are an official state party with the Democratic Party of the United States of America. Our 

party’s candidates obtain ballot access, and are elected to office. Our lone federal candidate is registered with the FEC, and 

meets the FEC’s fundraising requirements. In addition to our elected officials, our party’s leadership consists of a Central 

Executive Committee, (inclusive of party officers) to uphold our bylaws, and promote our platform. To stay energized and 

operational our party provides a headquarters equipped with materials, services, (high-speed internet, phone, television, and 

printing services etc.) which also serves as a necessary space for meetings and other strategic campaign initiatives. Our 

communications and outreach consists of our official website, newspaper advertising, press releases, media interviews, social 

media outreach/advertising, email distribution listings, Whatsapp chat groups, Facebook LIVE, party newsletters, public forums, 

and community events etc. Our party has long maintained and continues to maintain its general operations as major political 

party in the CNMI. Our party, “The People’s Party” will continue to provide invaluable resources and information to members 

of our party, candidates, voters, and supporters.  

 

Your utmost attention and consideration in this request is greatly appreciated to our cause and movement for better governance 

for the people of our great Commonwealth. Please feel free to contact me should you have further inquiries. 

 

 

Si Yu’us Ma’ase, Olomwaay, and Thank You. 

 

 

 

 

Nola K. Hix 

Executive Director 

Democratic Party of the Northern Marianas 

+1.670.989.6652 

+1.671.686.6652 

info@nmidems.org 

www.nmidems.org 
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Carlos Camacho

1st Governor of the Northern
Mariana Islands

In office
January 9, 1978 – January 11, 1982

Lieutenant Francisco Ada

Preceded by Erwin Canham
(Resident
Commissioner)

Succeeded by Pedro Tenorio

Personal details

Born Carlos Sablan
Camacho
February 27, 1937
Saipan, Mariana
Islands, South
Pacific Mandate

Political party Democratic (Before
1981, 1985–
present)
Popular
Democratic (1981–
1985)

Carlos S. Camacho

Carlos Sablan Camacho (born February 27, 1937) is a
Northern Mariana Islander politician who served as the first
governor of the Northern Mariana Islands from January 9, 1978
to January 11, 1982.

Dr. Carlos S. Camacho was born on Saipan. He attended the Fiji
School of Medicine and the University of Hawaiʻi. He practiced
medicine until 1967, when he was elected to the Congress of
Micronesia. He served as the Pacific islands' chief medical officer
of public health from 1969 to 1977. He was also president of the
Saipan Democratic Party from 1975 to 1977. In 1976, he was
appointed to the Northern Marianas Constitutional Convention.
Dr. Camacho is married to Lourdes Camacho and they have seven
children. [2]

Camacho, a Democrat, was elected the first governor of that new
territory in 1977. He served a single term from 1978 to 1982, when
he was succeeded by a Republican, Pedro Tenorio.

In 1980, the CNMI legislature passed a budget that would have
appropriated over $1.5 million in federal money for capital
improvements on the island of Rota. Camacho vetoed this portion
of the budget, calling it excessive and inequitable. Leon Taisacan,
a Rota resident, then sued Camacho, claiming that his veto
violated the terms of the Covenant between the United States and
the CNMI. A district court granted summary judgement in favor
of Camacho, and then the United States Court of Appeals for the
Ninth Circuit dismissed the lawsuit on the grounds that Taisacan
did not have standing to sue, as he was not specifically injured by
the veto.[3]

1. Casas, Gemma Q. (March 11, 2010). "Former Lt. Governor
Ada laid to rest" (http://www.mvariety.com/former-lt.-governor-

Biography

Governorship

Taisacan v. Camacho

References
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Proposed Amendment to the 
 

Charter and Bylaws of the Democratic 
Party of the United States 

 
For consideration at the Democratic National Committee meeting, September 7, 2012. 

 
 

Synopsis of Amendment 
 
Proposed amendment adds the 
Northern Mariana Islands to the 
Democratic National Committee’s list of 
recognized U.S. Territories 

Proposed by 
 
Congresswoman Debbie Wasserman 
Schultz, Democratic National Committee 
Chair/Florida 
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The following amendment to the Charter and Bylaws of the Democratic Party of the United 

States will be considered by the Rules and Bylaws Committee at their meeting prior to the 

meeting of the Democratic National Committee, September 7, 2012.  

 

Submitted by: Congresswoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz, DNC Chair 

    

[Proposed amendment adds the Northern Mariana Islands to the Democratic National 

Committee’s list of recognized U.S. Territories.] 
  

    

New language is in bold and underlined (“abc”). 

Deleted language is indicated with a strikeout (“abc”). 

Insert sections and renumber or reletter accordingly.  

 

CHARTER 

 

ARTICLE THREE 

 

Democratic National Committee  

 
Section 2. The Democratic National Committee shall be composed of: 

 

(a) the Chairperson and the highest ranking officer of the opposite sex of each 

recognized state Democratic Party and of the Democratic Parties of Guam, the 

Virgin Islands, and American Samoa and the Northern Mariana Islands; 

 

(b) two hundred additional members apportioned to the states on the basis set forth in 

Article Two, Section 5(a) of the Charter, consistent with the full participation 

goals of Sections 3 and 4 of Article Eight of the Charter; provided that each state 

shall have at least two such additional members; 

 

(c) two additional members, consisting of one national committeeman and one 

national committeewoman, from each of Guam, the Virgin Islands, and American 

Samoa and the Northern Mariana Islands; 

 
BYLAWS 

 

ARTICLE TWO 

 

Democratic National Committee 

 

Section 2. Membership.   

 
(a) The Chairperson and the highest ranking officer of the opposite sex of each 

recognized State Democratic Party as defined by Article Nine of the Charter and 

1 
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of the Democratic Parties of Guam, the Virgin Islands, and American Samoa and 

the Northern Mariana Islands; 

 

(b) Two hundred additional members apportioned to the states on the basis set forth 

in Article Two, Section 5(a) of the Charter, provided that each state shall have at 

least two additional members; 

 

(c) Two additional members, consisting of one national committeeman and one 

national committeewoman, from each of Guam, the Virgin Islands, and American 

Samoa and the Northern Mariana Islands; 

 

Section 9. Regional Caucuses.  There shall be four Regional Caucuses of the members of a 

Democratic National Committee, comprised as follows: 

 

 WESTERN 

 

Alaska 

American Samoa 

Arizona 

California 

Colorado 

Guam 

Hawaii 

Idaho 

Montana 

Nevada 

New Mexico 

Northern Mariana 

Islands 

Oregon 

Utah 

Washington 

Wyoming 

Democrats Abroad (½ 

vote) 
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The People’s Party 
Democratic Party of the Northern Mariana Islands 

PO Box 504789 CK Saipan MP 96950 
www.nmidems.org 

 

 

 
 
 

Jonathan P. Cabrera 
Chair 
 
Luella I. Marciano 
Vice Chair 
 
Melia K. Johnson 
Secretary 
 
Shawna E. Indalecio 
Treasurer 

A CENTRAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 
 

Providing for the election of new party officers in 2023. 
 

WHEREAS, the Democratic Party of the Northern Marianas, Inc. has long 
maintained and continues to maintain its general operations as a major political party 
in the CNMI; and 
 

WHEREAS, new officers for the Party were elected by the Central Executive 
Committee; and 
 

WHEREAS, Jonathan P. Cabrera is the new Party Chair, Luella Marciano is 
the new Party Vice Chair, Melia Johnson is the new Party Secretary, and John Paul E. 
Indalecio is the new Party Treasurer; and 
 

WHEREAS, the renewal of the Party’s business license requires a formal 
acknowledgment of the Party’s officers; now, therefore,  
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the authorized officers of the Party are Jonathan 
Cabrera (Chair), Luella Marciano (Vice Chair), Melia Johnson (Secretary), and John 
Paul E. Indalecio (Treasurer); and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that future communications between the 
Division of Revenue and Taxation, Department of Finance, and the Democratic Party 
of the Northern Marianas, Inc., should be transmitted to the authorized officers of the 
Party; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chair of the Party shall certify, and 
the Secretary shall attest, to the adoption hereof, and a certified copy shall thereafter 
be transmitted to the Division of Revenue and Taxation, Department of Finance. 
 
Duly adopted by the Central Executive Committee of the Democratic Party of the 
Northern Marianas, Inc. 
 
Certified by:     Attested by: 
 
 
 
____________________________  ____________________________ 
Jonathan P. Cabrera    Melia K. Johnson 
Chair     Secretary 

 
 

May 02, 2023 
 
 
 
 

AOR010



 
 

 

Democratic Party of the Northern Mariana Islands 
PO Box 504789 CK Saipan MP 96950 

www.nmidems.org 
 
 

 

      

DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF THE NORTHERN MARIANAS, INC. 

CENTRAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Effective April 15, 2023 
 

 

1. Cabrera, Jonathan - Chair 

2. Marciano, Luella - Vice Chair 

3. Johnson, Melia - Secretary 

4. Indalecio, Shawna - Treasurer 

5. Hix, Nola - Executive Director 

6. Woodruff, Stephen - Deputy Executive Director 

7. White, Michael - DNC National Committeeman 

8. Sablan, Christina - DNC National Committeewoman 

9. Pickelsimer, Annie 

10. Staffler, Leila 

11. Hill, Joe 

12. Salas, Vicente II 

13. Salas, Tanya 

14. Pangelinan, Yvonne 

15. Muna, Peter 

16. Cabrera, James 

17. Punzalan, Kat 

18. Houmarek, Chrispino 

19. Chargualaf, Emelia 

20. Salas, Juan 

21. Lizama, Richard 

22. Sanchez, Delores 

23. Lizama, Jane 

24. Uddin, Nasima 

25. Cing, David 

26. Charfauros, Joel 
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Democratic Party of the
Northern Mariana Islands

Chairperson Jonathan
Cabrera

Vice
Chairperson

Luella I.
Marciano

Secretary Melia Johnson
Treasurer Shawna

Indalecio
Founded 1978
Headquarters Saipan,

Northern
Mariana Islands

Ideology Liberalism
Progressivism
Social liberalism

National
affiliation

Democratic
Party

Colors   Blue

Senate 2 / 9

House of
Representatives

4 / 20

U.S. House of
Representatives

1 / 1

Website
nmidems.org (https://www.nmidems.

org)

Democratic Party (Northern Mariana
Islands)

The Democratic Party of the Northern Mariana Islands is
a political party in the Northern Mariana Islands. It began as a
purely local territorial party and is now officially affiliated with
the United States' national Democratic Party.

In 1977, the Popular Party changed its name to the Democratic
Party. The Popular Party's opponent, the Territorial Party, would
change its name to the Republican Party in 1981.[1]

The CNMI has not elected a Democratic Governor since 1993,
when Froilan Tenorio was elected. At the legislative elections of
November 1, 2003 the party won 1 out of 18 seats. It won an extra
seat in the 2005 legislative elections. Its candidate Froilan
Tenorio won 18% in the 2005 gubernatorial election. In the
November 3, 2007 Commonwealth Legislature elections, the
party took only 1 of 20 seats in the House of Representatives.[2][3]

In 2009, for the first time ever, the Democratic Party did not
nominate a candidate in the gubernatorial election. They fielded a
candidate for Mayor of Saipan (Angelo Villagomez), along with
two CNMI House candidates and one CNMI Senate candidate.[4]

In August 2016, the Commonwealth Election Commission
recognized the party for the 2016 election year. Three of the 67
political candidates on the NMI are Democrats.[5]

The party organized the 2020 Northern Mariana Islands
Democratic caucuses.[6]

In the 2020 elections, four incumbent representatives announced
that they would run for re-election as Democrats.[7] The party is
running 18 candidates, and supporting 3 independent candidates.
Prior to the election, there were zero Democrats in either
chamber of the Commonwealth Legislature.[8] The result of the
2020 general election was that the CNMI had experienced a blue
wave as the party gained nine Democrats and the three endorsed
independents were elected to office.[9] For the time in a decade,
representatives affiliated with the Democratic Party had seats in

History
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STATE PARTY WEBSITES

ALABAMA   (HTTP://WWW.ALDEMOCRATS.ORG/)

ALASKA 
(HTTP://WWW.ALASKADEMOCRATS.ORG/)

AMERICAN SAMOA 
(HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/ASDEMS)

ARIZONA   (HTTPS://WWW.AZDEM.ORG/)

ARKANSAS   (HTTPS://WWW.ARKDEMS.ORG/)

CALIFORNIA   (HTTPS://WWW.CADEM.ORG/)

COLORADO 
(HTTPS://WWW.COLORADODEMS.ORG/)

CONNECTICUT   (HTTPS://CTDEMS.ORG/)

DELAWARE   (HTTPS://WWW.DELDEMS.ORG/)

DEMOCRATS ABROAD 
(HTTPS://WWW.DEMOCRATSABROAD.ORG/)

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
(HTTPS://DCDEMOCRATICPARTY.ORG/)

FLORIDA   (HTTPS://WWW.FLORIDADEMS.ORG/)

WHO WE ARE
(HTTPS://DEMOCRATS.ORG/WHO-
WE-ARE/)

WHERE WE STAND
(HTTPS://DEMOCRATS.ORG/WHERE-
WE-STAND/)

TAKE ACTION
(HTTPS://DEMOCRATS.ORG/TAKE-
ACTION/)

VOTE
(HTTPS://IWILLVOTE.COM/)

SHOP
(HTTPS://STORE.DEM
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http://www.aldemocrats.org/
http://www.alaskademocrats.org/
https://www.facebook.com/asdems
https://www.azdem.org/
https://www.arkdems.org/
https://www.cadem.org/
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MISSOURI 
(HTTPS://MISSOURIDEMOCRATS.ORG/)

MONTANA 
(HTTPS://MONTANADEMOCRATS.ORG/)

NEBRASKA 
(HTTPS://NEBRASKADEMOCRATS.ORG/)

NEVADA   (HTTPS://NVDEMS.COM/)

NEW HAMPSHIRE   (HTTPS://WWW.NHDP.ORG/)

NEW JERSEY   (HTTPS://NJDEMS.ORG/)

NEW MEXICO   (HTTPS://NMDEMOCRATS.ORG/)

NEW YORK   (HTTPS://NYDEMS.ORG/)

NORTH CAROLINA   (HTTPS://WWW.NCDP.ORG/)

NORTH DAKOTA   (HTTPS://DEMNPL.COM/)

NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 
(HTTPS://WWW.NMIDEMS.ORG/)

OHIO   (HTTPS://OHIODEMS.ORG/)

OKLAHOMA   (HTTPS://OKDEMOCRATS.ORG/)

OREGON   (HTTPS://DPO.ORG/)

PENNSYLVANIA   (HTTP://WWW.PADEMS.COM/)

PUERTO RICO    (HTTP://PRDEMS.ORG/)

WHO WE ARE
(HTTPS://DEMOCRATS.ORG/WHO-
WE-ARE/)

WHERE WE STAND
(HTTPS://DEMOCRATS.ORG/WHERE-
WE-STAND/)

TAKE ACTION
(HTTPS://DEMOCRATS.ORG/TAKE-
ACTION/)

VOTE
(HTTPS://IWILLVOTE.COM/)

SHOP
(HTTPS://STORE.DEM

AOR014

https://missouridemocrats.org/
https://montanademocrats.org/
https://nebraskademocrats.org/
https://nvdems.com/
https://www.nhdp.org/
https://njdems.org/
https://nmdemocrats.org/
https://nydems.org/
https://www.ncdp.org/
https://demnpl.com/
https://www.nmidems.org/
https://ohiodems.org/
https://okdemocrats.org/
https://dpo.org/
http://www.padems.com/
http://prdems.org/
https://democrats.org/who-we-are/
https://democrats.org/where-we-stand/
https://democrats.org/take-action/
https://iwillvote.com/
https://store.democrats.org/
https://democrats.org/
dell pc
Rectangle



The Northern Mariana
Islands, which is part of
Micronesia, comprises
the former Mariana
Islands District of the
Trust Territory of the
Pacific Islands. 

It consists of three main
islands—Saipan, Tinian,
and Rota—and several
small islands and atolls.

Citizens of the CNMI
elect a governor and
lieutenant governor, a
20-member House of
Representatives,  a 9-
member Senate, and a
non-voting delegate to
the U.S. House of
Representatives. 

DNC NEWSLETTER
 

DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS
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Jonathan P. Cabrera
Chairman

 
Luella I. Marciano

Vice Chair
 

Melia K. Johnson
Secretary

 
Shawna E. Indalecio

Treasurer 
 

Nola K. Hix
Executive Director

What’s
Inside?

Timeline: Top
22 of 2022

Elected
Democrats of
the Northern
Mariana
Islands

CNMI Democrats are on the move! CNMI
Democrats are proud to stand with Democrats all
across the country fighting at every level of
government for transparency, accountability, equity,
and good governance. We value our federal partners
and endeavor to continue learning from one
another, sharing resources, and electing MORE
Democrats up and down the ballot. Our candidates
worked hard, met with many constituents this past
election campaign, and one recurring theme arose in
all the conversations they had with constituents:
people are hungry for change. Our recent election
demonstrated that very fact, and as a result, CNMI
Democrats remain committed to electing Democrats,
holding our leaders accountable, and agitating for
the kinds of changes we need at the local level to
ensure all the people of the CNMI can prosper.
Together, we will build a safe, healthy, beautiful,
sustainable, and truly inclusive Northern Marianas. 

Jonathan P. Cabrera
Chairman

NMI Democrats pose for a group photo with members of the 
AAPI Caucus during the 2022 DNC Winter Meeting. 
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A YEAR IN REVIEW:A YEAR IN REVIEW:
January 12, 2022. CNMI Republican Governor Ralph Deleon Guerrero Torres is impeached by the
22nd CNMI House of Representatives for alleged felony, neglect of duty and corruption, including
living a lavish lifestyle on the taxpayer’s tab amid a super typhoon and a pandemic. 

Jan 26, 2022. The Democratic Party of the NMI formally announces their
candidates for Governor, & Lieutenant Governor with Democratic NMI US
Delegate Kilili Sablan also endorsing the ticket. History was made as Tina
Sablan and Leila Staffler became the first female tandem Gubernatorial
Candidates in the NMI, and one of two in the country.

March 17, 2022. Chairwoman Nola K. Hix steps down from the party
and is named Executive Director. Hix was elected in 2018 before
relocating to Guam in 2019. With the unanimous support of the
party she chose the new officers and her successor, Chairman
Jonathan P. Cabrera, Vice Chair Luella I. Marciano, Secretary
Melia K. Johnson, and Treasurer Shawna E. Indalecio.

March 10 – 11, 2022. For the first time in DNC History a
committeeman from the territories was elected to serve on two
DNC Councils, the Seniors and Climate Councils. Our National
Committeeman Michael White was also elected to an At-Large
position within the DNC’s Western Caucus. Go Mike!

April 8, 2022. The CNMI Office of the Attorney General files criminal charges against Republican
Governor Ralph Torres. The charges filed were 12 counts of misconduct in public office, one count
of theft, and one count of contempt for failure to appear in compliance with a subpoena.

April 16, 2022. Outreach towards our Filipino voters
began with our first ever Kababayan Evening Forum
Event held at the Island Hotel, Rooftop in Garapan. 
April 28, 2022. An Open House was held for the unveiling
of our new headquarters “The People’s Office”
conveniently located on Quartermaster, Middle Road
Saipan.

May 18, 2022. The CNMI Senate voted to acquit Republican Governor Ralph Torres of all six articles
of impeachment against him, following a Senate impeachment trial that involved no prosecutors
or CNMI House of Representatives evidence because of senate rules.

June 3, 2022, NMI Democrats were OUT & PROUD with their first
ever PRIDE roadside wave and mixer held at the headquarters.
Queer Representation is important and for the first time ever
we are proud to include our newly elected officers Chairman
Jonathan Cabrera, and Treasurer Shawna Indalecio who are
also members of our LGBTQIA+ community.

July 2, 2022. The Blue Banquet - our party’s first annual
fundraising event of the year was a successful evening
that celebrated our leadership, while honoring our
party’s past, present, and future.
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Aug 5, 2022. Making history! Our Democrats filed their
candidacies with the Commonwealth Election
Commission.

July 8, 2022. We bid farewell to a former judge, public defender, hearing officer, and attorney
general. +Herb Soll was a True Blue Democrat, Statesman, and long-time member of our party’s
Central Executive Committee.

Aug 21, 2022. We said goodbye again and this time to
one of the friendliest people on Rota. +Martin Atalig
was also a kind supporter, and generous man who
assisted with the party’s campaign logistics.

Aug 19, 2022. NMI Democrats Launch their first ever
CARE Event with a Back to School Supplies Drive.

Aug 25, 2022. All 13 candidates running under our
banner were officially certified by the Commonwealth
Election Commission. A certification presentation with
the media was held at our headquarters to introduce
our Democratic Slate.

Sept 14, 2022. 19,275 was the number of voters registered to vote in the general election. The
highest voter turnout in CNMI history.

Sept 20, 2022. The Humane Society of the United States honors, Democratic NMI US Delegate
Congressman Gregorio Kilili Camacho Sablan with one of four “Legislator of the Year” awards
for his bipartisan work on one of the most urgent animal protection measures in Congress, the
Shark Fin Sales Elimination Act.
Oct 20, 2022. Guam Media and NMI Democrat Supporters, Kandit News joins us for a fun-filled
adventure on Saipan with an island-hop to Tinian as well right before the election.

Nov 1 – 8 2022. From Nov 1st through Nov 7th Early Voting began on the islands of Saipan, Tinian,
& Rota. The General Election was held on Nov 8th with NMI Democratic incumbents Edwin K.
Propst, Vicente C. Camacho, Denita K. Yangetmai, and newcomer Vincent F. Camacho all
elected to serve in the 23rd CNMI House of Representatives. Former incumbent Representative
Celina R. Babauta was also elected to serve in the Senate with their colleague and House
Majority Caucus member, former Representative Donald M. Manglona from the island of Rota.
NMI Democrat and US Delegate Gregorio “Kilili” Camacho Sablan was also re-elected and ran
unopposed.

Nov 8, 2022. The race for 50% + began with Gubernatorial Candidates Governor Ralph Torres &
Senator Vinnie Sablan (REP) coming in first with 5,728 votes, Lieutenant Governor Arnold
Palacios, & Mayor David Apatang (IND) in second with 4,890 votes, and Representative Tina
Sablan & Representative Leila Staffler (DEM) in third with 4,132 votes. The tandems of
Torres/Sablan (REP) and Arnold/Dave (IND)would advance to compete in the runoff election on
Nov 24.
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ELECTED NMI DEMOCRATS
118th United States Congress & 23rd Commonwealth Legislature

CNMI SENATE

CNMI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Sen. Celina R. 
Babauta
Saipan

Sen. Edith Deleon 
Guerrero
Saipan

Rep. Diego Vincent F. 
Camacho
Precinct 1

Rep. Edwin K.
Propst 

Precinct 1

Rep. Vicente C.
Camacho 
Precinct 3 

Rep. Denita K. 
Yangetmai 
Precinct 3 

Nov 16, 2022. Gubernatorial Candidates Tina Sablan and Leila Staffler (DEM) met with
Lieutenant Governor Arnold Palacios and Mayor Apatang (IND) for the historic signing of their
UNITY pledge. Tina and Leila also endorsed Arnold and Dave while publicly requesting that
all of their voters and supporters vote for Arnold and Dave in the upcoming runoff election.
All candidates running under our Democratic banner also vowed to vote for change while
encouraging their friends, families, and supporters to vote again on Nov 24.

Nov 24, 2022. With effective outreach and encouragement from our NMI Democrats along
with supporters near and abroad Lieutenant Governor Arnold Palacios and Mayor Apatang
(IND) defeated Governor Ralph Torres, and Senator Vinnie Sablan. It was a landslide victory
of 7,394 votes versus 6,263 votes for a voter turnout of 13,657.
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DEMOCRATIC PARTY
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDSOF  

THE

PARTY BYLAWS
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PREAMBLE

We, the Democrats of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mari-
ana Islands, united in common purpose, hereby rededicate 
ourselves to the principles which have historically sustained 
our Party. Recognizing that the vitality of the Commonwealth’s 
political institutions has been the foundation of its enduring 
strength, we acknowledge that a political party which wishes 
to lead must listen to those it would lead, a party which asks 
for the people’s trust must prove that it trusts the people, and 
a party which hopes to call forth the best the Commonwealth 
can achieve must embody the best of the Commonwealth’s 
heritage and traditions.

What we see for our Commonwealth, we hope for all people: 
individual freedom in the framework of a just society, political 
freedom in the framework of meaningful participation by all 
citizens. Bound by the United States Constitution and the 
Constitution of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands, aware that a party must be responsive to be worthy of 
responsibility, we pledge ourselves to open, honest endeavor 
and to the conduct of public affairs in a manner worthy of a 
society of free people.

For these ends and upon these principles, we do establish and 
adopt these Bylaws of the Democratic Party of the Northern 
Mariana Islands.
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ARTICLE ONE:
Statement of Organizing Principles

2

A.   All public meetings at all levels of the Democratic Party are 
open to all members of the Democratic Party regardless of race, 
gender, gender identity, gender expression, age, color, national 
origin, religion, ethnic identity, sexual orientation, physical dis-
ability, economic status or philosophical persuasion. Any person 
who is a registered Democrat and supports the purposes of the 
Democratic Party may participate in any Party meeting and may 
be elected to any office in accordance with applicable party rules 
and statutes.

B.   No test of membership, nor any oath of loyalty to, the Demo-
cratic Party shall be required or used which has the effect of re-
quiring prospective or current members of the Democratic Party 
to acquiesce in, condone or support discrimination on the grounds 
of race, gender, age, color, national origin, religion, ethnic identity, 
sexual orientation, physical disability or economic status.

C.   The time and place for all meetings of the Democratic Par-
ty on all levels should be publicized fully and in such manner as 
to assure timely notice to all interested persons. Such meetings 
must be held in places accessible to all Party members and large 
enough to accommodate all interested persons.

D.   The Democratic Party shall support the broadest possible 
registration without discrimination on grounds of race, gen-
der, age, color, national origin, religion, ethnic identity, sexual 
orientation, physical disability, economic status or philosoph-
ical persuasion. 

AOR022



E.   The Democratic Party shall publicize fully and in such manner 
as to assure notice to all interested parties of full description of 
the legal and practical procedures for selection of Democrat-
ic Party officers and representatives on all levels. Publication 
of these procedures shall be done in such fashion that all pro-
spective and current members of the Democratic Party will be 
fully and adequately informed of the pertinent procedures in 
time to participate in each selection procedure at all levels of 
the Democratic Party organization.

F.   The Democratic Party shall publicize fully and in such man-
ner as to assure notice to all interested parties a complete de-
scription of the legal and practical qualifications for all officers 
and representatives of the Democratic Party. Such publication 
shall be done in timely fashion so that all prospective candi-
dates or applicants for any elected or appointed position within 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas will have full and 
adequate opportunity to compete for office.

3

ARTICLE TWO:

The name of this corporation shall be the Democratic Party of 
the Northern Marianas, Inc., and is hereinafter referred to as 
the “Party”.

Name

ARTICLE THREE: 

The principal office of the Party shall be on the island of Saipan, 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. The Party may 
have other offices to be designated by the Central Executive 
Committee.

Office
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ARTICLE FOUR:
Membership

4

Section 1. Qualification

Any person who is eligible to vote in an election under Article VII 
of the Constitution of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mar-
iana Islands and any laws passed in accordance with that Arti-
cle, or who shall become eligible to vote in the upcoming general 
election, shall be eligible to become a member of the Party with 
full voting and other privileges.  It is the policy of this organiza-
tion that no person shall be denied membership because of race, 
color, creed, gender, gender identity, gender expression, sexual 
orientation, religious affiliation, or national origin.

Section 2. Membership Approval

An eligible applicant shall become a member of the Party upon 
their application and registration. The Membership Committee 
may reject a registration at any time within 30 days of applica-
tion.  In the case of rejection, the applicant shall have a right to 
appeal the rejection to the Central Executive Committee, which 
shall hear and decide the appeal within 15 days of the appeal, or 
within such longer period as may be specified with the concur-
rence of the applicant.  Rejection of registration shall be without 
prejudice to a new application made not less than 90 days later.

Section 3. Voting

Each member shall be entitled to one (1) vote pertaining to gener-
al membership issues.

AOR024



Section 4. Duration of Membership

A.   A member may voluntarily terminate his/her membership by 
giving written notice of such intention or by publicly announc-
ing his/her termination or withdrawal as a member.

B.   A member may be terminated, upon notice, by a majority 
vote of the Central Executive Committee if the member makes 
any public statement or performs any act that is against the 
interests of the Party.

C.   A terminated member may dispute the termination by mak-
ing a response to the notice of termination.  If there is any dis-
pute, a simple majority of the Central Executive Committee shall 
make the final decision of a termination under this subsection 
after consideration of the terminated member’s response.

5

ARTICLE FIVE:
The Democratic Party of the Northern
Mariana Islands

The Democratic Party of the Northern Mariana Islands shall:

Section 1.

Nominate and assist in the election of Democratic candidates 
for elected offices in the Commonwealth of the Northern Mar-
iana Islands; and support and assist in the election of Demo-
cratic candidates for national offices;

Section 2.

Adopt and promote statements of policy;
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Section 4. 

Raise and disburse monies needed for the successful operation 
of the Democratic Party;

Section 5.

Work with Democratic public officials at all levels to achieve the 
objectives of the Democratic Party; and

Section 6.

Encourage and support codes of political ethics that embody 
substantive rules of ethical guidance for public officials and em-
ployees to assure that public officials shall at all times conduct 
themselves in a manner that reflects creditably upon the office 
they serve, shall not use their office to gain special privileges and 
benefits, and shall refrain from acting in their official capacities 
when their independence of judgment would be adversely affect-
ed by personal interest or duties.

6

Section 3.

Establish standards and rules of procedure to afford all members 
of the Democratic Party full, timely and equal opportunities to 
participate in decisions concerning the selections of candidates, 
the formulation of policy, and the conduct of other Party affairs, 
without prejudice on the basis of sex, race, age (if of voting age), 
color, creed, national origin, religion, economic status, sexual 
orientation, ethnic identity or physical disability, and further, to 
promote fair campaign practices and the fair adjudication of dis-
putes. Accordingly, the scheduling of Democratic Party affairs at 
all levels shall consider the presence of any religious minorities 
of significant numbers of concentration whose level of participa-
tion would be affected;
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ARTICLE SIX:
Party Convention and General 
Election Candidate Nomination

Section 1.

The Party shall hold a convention in every year in which a general 
election is held in the Commonwealth, for the purpose of nominat-
ing or confirming candidates to run for office on the general elec-
tion ballot and otherwise furthering the purposes of the Party.  The 
Party, via the Rules Committee, shall promulgate rules for the con-
vention in accordance with these Bylaws no later than thirty (30) 
days prior to the opening of the convention.

Section 2. Announcement of Candidacy; Confirmation of 
Eligibility; Selection.

A.   Declaration.  All candidates wishing to seek a Party nomination 
for office must file a Declaration of Candidacy or a Letter of Intent 
with the Chairperson by such deadlines as the Central Executive 
Committee may establish and in any case no later than ten (10) 
days prior to the opening of the convention and in accordance with 
the rules for the convention.  In the case of candidates for Governor 
and Lieutenant Governor, the Declaration or Letter may be submit-
ted jointly for a ticket, as provided for in Article III, Section 4 of the 
Commonwealth Constitution, or by any other procedure the Cen-
tral Executive Committee may approve.  The Declaration or Letter 
must be accompanied with factual evidence that the candidate(s) 
meet(s) all of the criteria to hold office under the CNMI or Federal 
law, whichever is applicable.  

B.   Filing Fees.  All Declarations of Candidacy or a Letters of Intent 
must be accompanied by payment of a filing fee, in accordance 
with the rules of the convention, intended to defray the overall 
costs of the nomination process and the filing of Party nomina-
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-tion documents with the Commonwealth Board of Elections.  In 
no event shall the filing fee be greater than $100.00.

C.   Referral to Credentials Committee.  The Chairperson shall refer 
each Declaration of Candidacy or a Letter of Intent to the Cre-
dentials Committee for review.  The Credentials Committee shall 
investigate the qualifications of each candidate to hold office as 
set forth in Subsection (a).  The Chairperson of the Credentials 
Committee shall inform each candidate no later than twenty-four 
(24) hours before the start of the convention whether the candi-
date is found to be eligible, and shall submit a list of all eligible 
candidates for each office on the general-election ballot at the 
convention.

Section 3. Nomination, Elections, and Voting

All elections for nomination at the convention will be conduct-
ed by the Rules Committee in accordance with convention rules.  
Only eligible voters, per the convention rules, in attendance at the 
convention shall be allowed to vote.  To attend the convention, a 
person must:

 (1) be a registered CNMI voter or provide proof of the 
 capability of becoming a registered CNMI voter prior to the 
 corresponding general election; and

 (2) be a registered Party member.

The Party may not charge a fee to any person wishing to attend the 
convention.  By rule, the Rules Committee may require a person 
wishing to participate in the convention to be physically present 
or may devise a form of absentee voting.  The convention may be 
located and coordinated across multiple islands within the CNMI.
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Section 4. Number of Nominations

The number of nominations shall be equal to the number of 
positions available in the general election.  Only one person 
shall receive the nomination of the Party for each position. 

Section 5. Nomination of Candidates for Office 

The party shall not nominate more candidates for an office than 
are positions available for election.  If the number of candidates 
for an office exceeds the number ballot slots to be filled by more 
than one, a system of preferential voting shall be used.  Other-
wise, the candidate(s) receiving the largest number of votes for 
the position from convention attendees registered to vote in the 
election district(s) to be represented shall be nominated.  

When preferential voting is used, delegates shall be supplied 
with ballots on which they are to mark their preferences up to the 
number of ballot slots to be filled.  After the ballots are cast, the 
first choices are tabulated and the candidates ranked according 
to vote count.  The ballots on which the highest-ranking candi-
date was the first choice are then eliminated and the remaining 
ballots tabulated according to the second choice.  The results 
are added to the results of the first tabulation and the resulting 
new totals ranked.  The ballots on which either of the top two 
candidates were the second choice are then eliminated and the 
remaining ballots tabulated according to the third choice, with 
the results added to the previous sums.  This process continues 
until all the ballots/choices are exhausted.  The candidates with 
the highest cumulative vote totals shall be nominated.

For seats in the House of Representatives, only convention at-
tendees registered to vote in the precinct concerned shall vote.  
For Senate seats, only convention attendees registered to vote in 
the senatorial district concerned shall vote.  For Mayor of Rota, 
only convention attendees registered to vote in the First Senato-
rial District concerned shall vote.  
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For Mayor of Tinian, only convention attendees registered to 
vote in the Second Senatorial District shall vote.  For Mayor of 
Saipan, only convention attendees registered to vote on Saipan 
shall vote.  For Mayor of the Northern Islands, only convention 
attendees registered to vote in the Northern Islands shall vote.  
For the Governor/Lt. Governor ticket, all convention attendees 
shall vote.  

Section 6. 

Should the Central Executive Committee determine it is in the 
best interests of the Party to nominate the Party’s nominees via 
a primary, the Central Executive Committee may arrange for 
the primary and amend these bylaws per section XVII, provided 
it does so with sufficient time to provide adequate process for 
candidates seeking Party nomination to secure ballot access.  

Section 7. Party Nominations for Non-General Elections

A.   Non-CNMI-Wide Positions.  Should the position available in a 
non-general election be for a non-CNMI-wide office, the Chair-
person shall call for a special meeting of the Central Executive 
Committee.  At this special meeting, the CEC Members from the 
Election Districts electing the position shall vote to determine 
the Party’s nominee, one vote per CEC Member.  The candidate 
receiving the most votes will be the Party’s nominee.  If there is 
more than one position to be filled, the candidates receiving the 
highest number of votes equivalent to the number of positions 
to be filled in the non-general election shall be elected the Par-
ty’s nominee. Should there be a tie, the Chairperson shall flip a 
coin to determine the Party’s nominee.  

B.    CNMI -Wide Positions.  Should the position available in a 
non-general election be for a CNMI-wide office, the Chairper-
son, at his or her discretion, may either call for a convention to 
determine the Party’s nominee or call a special meeting of the 
Central Executive Committee to determine the Party’s nominee. 
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ARTICLE SEVEN:
CENTRAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Section 1.

The Central Executive Committee shall have general responsibil-
ity for the affairs of the Democratic Party between Conventions 
and biennial meetings, as the case may be, subject to the provi-
sions of these Bylaws and to the resolution or other actions of the 
Convention or biennial meeting.  This responsibility shall include:

 (a) issuing the Call to the Convention;
 (b) conducting the Party’s Gubernatorial campaign;
	 (c)	 filling	vacancies	in	the	nominations	for	offices;
 (d) formulating and disseminating statements of Party 
  policy;
	 (e)	 providing	for	the	election	or	appointment	of	its	officers,	
	 	 a	Treasurer,	a	Secretary,	and	other	appropriate	officers,	
	 	 and	for	the	filling	of	vacancies;	and
 (f) all other actions necessary or appropriate in order to 
  carry out the provisions of these Bylaws and the 
  objectives of the Democratic Party. 

Section 2. General Powers

When a general membership meeting is not in session, the affairs 
of the Party shall be managed by the Central Executive Commit-
tee,	unless	responsibility	for	the	affair	is	designated	to	an	Officer	
or the Executive Board by these bylaws or by an action of the Cen-
tral Executive Committee.  To accomplish this task, the Central 
Executive Committee may employ such staff as it may require. 
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Section 3. Number, Tenure, Allocation, and Qualification of 
CEC Members

A.    The number of Central Executive Committee Members 
(“CEC Members”) shall be not more than twenty-eight (28) per-
sons.  Each CEC Member shall hold office from the time of her 
or his election at a regular general membership meeting un-
til the opening of the succeeding regular general membership 
meeting.  Each CEC member must be a registered member 
of the Party.  The CEC may fill any vacancies in membership.  
Members selected to fill vacancies shall serve until the next 
general membership meeting. 

B.      There shall be at least two CEC members from each of the 
seven (7) CNMI Election Districts.  The Party shall endeavor to 
have CEC members from as many different villages in the Com-
monwealth as possible. The manner of election and procedures 
for election of CEC members shall be as prescribed in the call 
of the Convention or general membership meeting.  Incumbent 
members of the CEC who wish to be considered for reelection 
shall automatically be included in the ballot.

C.    Any Party Member may be nominated as a candidate for 
CEC Member.  Party members should seek out candidates for 
CEC Member and generally endeavor to elect an overall CEC 
membership that reflects the diversity of the CNMI with regard 
to race, color, creed, gender, gender identity, gender expres-
sion, sexual orientation, religious affiliation, national origin, 
age, and economic status.

Section 4. Ex-Officio Members

Party nominees elected to office shall be ex-officio members 
of the Central Executive Committee.  Their presence at a meet-
ing shall not be counted in determining quorum.
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Section 5. Regular Meetings

The Central Executive Committee shall hold regularly-sched-
uled meetings at least once every quarter.

Section 6. Special Meetings

The Central Executive Committee shall be called for a special 
meeting by or at the request of the Chairperson or of any nine 
(9) CEC Members.

Section 7. Notices to CEC Members

Notice of any meeting of the Central Executive Committee shall 
be given at least seven (7) days in advance of the meeting by 
mail, telephone, or electronic mail.

Section 8. Quorum

Forty percent (40%) of the sitting CEC Members present for 
the start of a Central Executive Committee meeting shall con-
stitute a quorum for the transaction of business at that meet-
ing.  If less than forty percent (40%) of the sitting CEC Mem-
bers are present at the start of the meeting, the CEC Members 
present shall adjourn the meeting.  

Section 9. Decisions

Any act of the majority of the CEC Members present at a meet-
ing that has satisfied the quorum requirement shall be an act 
of the Central Executive Committee and the Party.
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Section 10. Removal

Any CEC Member that fails to attend three (3) official meetings, 
without a legitimate reason given prior to the meeting, may be 
removed by the Central Executive Committee.  Provided how-
ever, that no CEC member shall be removed except after notice 
and the opportunity to respond, including the right to present 
that response to the full CEC.  

Section 11. Compensation

CEC Members shall not receive any compensation, fees or 
costs for their services as members; however, CEC Members 
are not disqualified from employment by the Party, provided 
that they do not participate in the process of selection for em-
ployment, or in personnel decisions in which they are interest-
ed.  CEC Members shall be reimbursed for authorized expens-
es incurred on behalf of the Party.

ARTICLE EIGHT
Officers and Executive Board

Section 1. Officers and Executive Board

The officers of the Party shall be a chairperson, a vice-chair-
person, a secretary, an assistant secretary, a treasurer, and 
such other officers as may be established by the Central Ex-
ecutive Committee.  The officers of the Party, along with the 
CNMI members of the Democratic National Committee, shall 
constitute the Executive Board.  The Executive Board shall 
meet at the call of the Chairperson with at least one day’s ad-
vance notice via mail, phone, or electronic mail.  
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Section 2. 

The Executive Board is empowered to take limited action on be-
half of the Party if it deems such action is immediately required 
and cannot wait for a properly-noticed special meeting of the 
Central Executive Committee, including approving expendi-
tures of up to $500.00 (to be confirmed at the next Central Ex-
ecutive Committee Meeting) and taking other such action as 
empowered by the Central Executive Committee.  However, 
the Executive Board shall not take public policy positions on 
behalf of the Central Executive Committee or the Party.

Section 3. Election and Term of Office

The officers of the Party shall be elected by the CEC Members 
immediately following the close of a regular general member-
ship meeting and shall serve until the opening of the following 
regular general membership meeting.  Any officer may be re-
moved, upon notice, with or without cause, by a three-fourths 
(3/4ths) majority vote of the Central Executive Committee.

Section 4. Powers and Duties

(1) Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson. The Chairperson, or in 
her or his absence the Vice-Chairperson, shall preside over all 
meetings of the Central Executive Committee and the Execu-
tive Board.  In the absence of both persons, a temporary pre-
siding officer shall be elected from the CEC Members present.  
The Chairperson shall exercise general supervision over all of 
the affairs of the Party.  The Chairperson shall be an ex officio 
member of all committees, but her or his presence shall not be 
counted in determining a quorum.
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(2) Secretary. The Secretary shall keep a complete record of 
all proceedings and correspondence of the Party and the Cen-
tral Executive Committee.  The Secretary shall be responsible 
for serving, sending, or publishing notices of meetings.  The 
Secretary shall have the power to authenticate the acts of the 
Central Executive Committee in any legal documents as well 
as performing all other duties pertaining to the Office of the 
Secretary.

(3) Assistant Secretary.  The Assistant Secretary shall assist 
all officers.  In the absence of the Secretary at CEC meetings 
and functions, the Assistant Secretary shall be the Acting 
Secretary.

(4) Treasurer.  The Treasurer shall receive all corporate funds 
and keep them in a bank approved by the Central Executive 
Committee.  The Treasurer shall keep account of all curren-
cies, credits and property of the Party.  The Treasurer shall 
make payment only for bills properly approved by the Cen-
tral Executive Committee.  All checks shall bear the signature 
of the Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson (only in the absence of 
the Chairperson) in addition to that of the Treasurer.  In the 
absence of the Treasurer, the Chairperson may designate the 
power to sign checks to one of the CEC Members.  A current 
financial statement shall be prepared and presented at every 
meeting of the Central Executive Committee or upon request 
by the Chairperson.

Section 5. Vacancies

A vacancy in any office because of death, resignation, remov-
al, disqualification, or otherwise, may be filled by the Central 
Executive Committee for the unexpired term of office. 
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ARTICLE NINE:
Committees

Section 1. Standing Committees

The CEC shall have at least six (6) Standing Committees, each con-
sisting of at least six (6) members.  Additional committees may be 
established, from time to time, by the Central Executive Committee.  
The party Chairperson shall appoint the committee chairs and may 
appoint members to serve on committees.  The committee chairper-
son of each committee may also appoint members to serve on the 
committee.  All committee appointments are subject to a right to re-
view and modification by the Central Executive Committee. Vacan-
cies that occur on any committee by reason of death, resignation, or 
otherwise may be filled by the remaining members.  A candidate for 
office may not be a member of a committee.

Section 2. Description of Standing Committee 

The Standing Committees of the CEC shall be:

 (a) Rules and Strategy Committee.  The principal duties of 
this committee shall include, but not be limited to, review and making 
recommendations for improvement of the party bylaws, performing 
all functions prescribed by these bylaws for the rules committee, 
issuing calls for the convention or biennial meetings, assisting in de-
veloping the platform of the Democratic Party; and designing a stra-
tegic plan for the success of the party.

 (b) Election Committee.  The principal duties of this commit-
tee shall include, but not be limited to, developing a recommend-
ed plan for the conduct of the primary election if one is to be held; 
managing the primary election according to the approved plan; and 
overseeing the general election to protect the general interests of 
the Democratic Party.
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 (c) Finance Committee.  The principal duties of this 
committee shall include, but not be limited to, developing a 
recommended annual budget for the Party, and arranging and 
conducting fundraising drives for the Party.  The Chairperson of 
this committee shall be the Treasurer of the Party.

 (d) Logistics and Campaign Committee.  The principal 
duties of this committee shall include, but not be limited to, 
making preparations for village campaigns, pocket meetings, 
and social and religious activities; reviewing and approving all 
advertisements and promotional materials, and providing logis-
tic support for the campaigning of candidates.

 (e) Credential Committee.  The principal duties of this 
committee shall include, but not be limited to, reviewing the 
credentials of candidates seeking office from Governor, Lieu-
tenant Governor, Delegate to the United States House of Repre-
sentatives, Mayor, Senate, and House of Representatives.  

 (f) Membership Committee.  The principal duties of this 
committee shall include, but not be limited to, soliciting new 
members and retaining existing members of the Party.  The 
Committee may determine whether a member or prospective 
member continues to subscribe to the values of the Party and 
supports the Party’s candidates for office, and may make ap-
propriate recommendations thereon to the CEC. 

Section 3. Rules and Regulations. 

A committee may propose rules and regulations, not inconsistent 
with the By-laws, regarding matters within its jurisdiction.  The 
Central Executive Committee, in its sole discretion, may adopt 
(with or without modification) or reject the proposed rules and/
or regulation(s).  The adopted rules and/or regulation(s) shall 
be attached to the By-Laws and shall govern the conduct of the 
Party.  
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ARTICLE TEN:
Membership Meetings

Section 1. Authority

When in session, the general membership meeting shall be the 
controlling authority of the Party.

Section 2. Regular Meetings

A.    There shall be one general membership meeting of the Party 
every two (2) years.  The Party shall convene in a general mem-
bership meeting no later than April 30 following a general elec-
tion. The exact date of a general membership meeting shall be 
determined by the Central Executive Committee.  Notice of such 
meetings, issued by the Secretary, shall be published in a local 
newspaper at least two (2) weeks in advance and announced on 
at least one of the local radio stations at least one (1) week in 
advance.  

B.     Members of the Central Executive Committee shall be elect-
ed at the regular general membership meeting.

Section 3. Special Meetings

Special general membership meetings may be called at any time 
by the Chairperson or, in her or his absence, by the Vice Chair-
person in an acting capacity or by a written request of a majority 
of the members of the Central Executive Committee.  Notice of 
any special meeting must be given to the members pursuant to 
the process set forth in these Bylaws stating the purpose of the 
meeting. 
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ARTICLE ELEVEN:
Finance

Section 1. Contracts

The Chairperson is authorized to enter into contract(s) or exe-
cute and deliver any instrument in the name of the Party and 
on its behalf once approved by the Central Executive Commit-
tee or, if permitted by these bylaws or by the Central Executive 
Committee, by the Executive Board, following the certification 
by the Treasurer of available funds to fulfill the contract.

Section 2. Checks, Drafts, and Orders

The Chairperson and the Treasurer shall sign all checks, drafts 
and order for the payment of money or other evidence of in-
debtedness issued in the name of the Party.

Section 3. Deposits

Special general membership meetings may be called at any 
time by the Chairperson or, in her or his absence, by the Vice 
Chairperson in an acting capacity or by a written request of a 
majority of the members of the Central Executive Committee.  
Notice of any special meeting must be given to the members 
pursuant to the process set forth in these Bylaws stating the 
purpose of the meeting. 

Section 4. Fiscal Year

The fiscal year for the Party shall be the same as the cal-
endar year.
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Section 5. Annual Budget

The Treasurer or, if appointed and established, the Finance 
Committee, shall recommend an annual budget for the follow-
ing fiscal year to the Central Executive Committee before the 
Central Executive Committee’s September meeting. The Cen-
tral Executive Committee may accept, reject, or modify the 
recommendation(s) of the Treasurer or Finance Committee in 
adopting the annual budget for the Party. The budget may be 
adopted prior to the start of the fiscal year. The Central Exec-
utive Committee may adopt a balanced budget, identifying the 
anticipated revenues for the fiscal year and the recommended 
expenditures.

Section 6. Expenditure of Corporate Funds

The Treasurer shall not expend, nor shall any officer obligate 
the Party to expend, funds for any purpose that is not within 
the recommended expenditures for the Party unless approved 
by the Central Executive Committee.

Section 7. Federal and Local Grants

Any funds which are received from a federal or local grant pro-
gram shall be controlled in accordance with the procedures 
established by the grantor agency.

Section 8. Non-Profit Status

This Party is not intended as a profit-making corporation, nor 
is it founded with the expectation of making a profit. The Party 
shall use its funds only for the objectives and purposes speci-
fied in the Charter of Incorporation.
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Section 9. 

The Party shall keep accurate and complete records and books 
of account. The Party shall also keep minutes of all the pro-
ceedings of the Central Executive Committee, other Commit-
tees, and general membership meetings.

Section 10. 

Nothing herein shall constitute members of the Party as part-
ners for any purpose. No member, officer, CEC Member, agent, 
or employee shall be liable for the acts of failure to act of any 
other member, officer, CEC Member, agent, or employee of the 
Party. No member, officer, CEC Member, agent, or employee 
shall be liable for her or his acts or failure to act under these 
By-Laws, except any acts or omissions arising out of her or his 
willful misfeasance.

ARTICLE TWELVE:
Party Nominations to the Board of Elections

The Central Executive Committee shall, with the assistance of 
the nominated candidates, timely file the proper documents 
for party nomination of the candidates with the Commonwealth 
Board of elections pursuant to the requirements of Article 1 of 
Chapter 3 of Division 6 of Title 1 of the Commonwealth Code.

ARTICLE THIRTEEN:
Presidential Caucuses

The Chairperson shall produce a CNMI Delegate Selection Plan 
and designate a committee to hold a Party Caucus to select the 
Party’s delegates to the Democratic National Convention in ac-
cordance with the corresponding DNC Delegate Selection Plan, 
Charter, and Bylaws.
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ARTICLE FOURTEEN:
Election of Democratic National 
Committee Members

Section 1.

The members of the Party on the Democratic National Committee 
shall be elected by the Central Executive Committee.

Section 2.

Notice of such election shall be given to all members of the CEC 
at least 10 days prior to the meeting at which the election is to 
take place.

Section 3.

The number of members elected shall be in accordance with the 
Bylaws of the Democratic National Committee.

Section 4.

The name of any person registered to vote as a Democrat in the 
CNMI may be placed in nomination by a CEC Member. One-half 
(1/2) of the delegation shall be male and one-half (1/2) shall be 
female, unless an odd number of members is to be selected, in 
which case a variation of one will be permitted. In the event of a 
tie vote, the winner shall be determined by lot.

Section 5.

Except as may be required by section 4 above, the candidate(s) 
with the most votes shall be elected.
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Section 6.

Vacancies in the delegation shall be filled in the same manner 
as specified herein above. Only persons of the same gender as 
the person whose vacancy is being filled may be a candidate 
for membership of the Democratic National Committee. In the 
filling of vacancies, it is the intent of these bylaws to maintain 
equal division of the delegation between males and females 
except as allowed by Section 4, above.

Section 7.

The term of office of a member of the Democratic National 
Committee shall be four (4) years, as set forth in the Charter 
and Bylaws of the Democratic National Committee. Persons 
elected to fill a vacancy shall complete the term of the person 
whose vacancy has been filled.

ARTICLE FIFTEEN:
Development of a Party Platform

Section 1.

The Party shall adopt a platform of goals and objectives to 
guide the campaigns of its candidates and the pursuit of sound 
public policy by its nominees elected to office. The platform 
shall be developed for and approved by the convention via the 
Platform Committee.

Section 2.

The Central Executive Committee shall ensure that all Party 
nominees receive a copy of the platform and use the Party’s 
logo or name in all advertisements.
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ARTICLE SIXTEEN:
Full Participation

Section 1.
The Democratic Party of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands shall be open to all who desire to support the Party and who 
wish to be known as Democrats.

Section 2.
Discrimination in the conduct of Democratic Party affairs on the basis 
of sex, race, age (if of voting age), color, creed, national origin, religion, 
economic status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ethnic identity or 
physical disability is prohibited, to the end that the Democratic Party 
at all levels be an open party.

Section 3.
The Party shall encourage full participation by all Democrats, with par-
ticular concern for minority groups, Blacks, Native Americans, Asian/
Pacific Islanders, Hispanics, women, and youth in the delegate selec-
tion process and in all Party affairs. The Party shall adopt and imple-
ment an affirmative action program which provides for representation 
as nearly as practicable of the aforementioned groups, as indicated 
by their presence in the Democratic electorate. This program shall in-
clude specific goals and timetables to achieve this purpose.

Section 4.
This goal shall not be accomplished either directly or indirectly 
by the imposition of mandatory quotas at any level of the dele-
gate selection process or in any other Party affairs, as defined in 
the Bylaws; however, representation as nearly as practicable of 
minority groups, Blacks, Native Americans, Asian/Pacifics, His-
panics, women and youth, as indicated by their presence in the 
Democratic electorate, as provided in this Article, shall not be 
deemed a quota.
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ARTICLE SEVENTEEN:
General Provisions

Section 1.
Democratic Party means the Democratic Party of the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.

Section 2.
The Central Executive Committee shall maintain and publish a 
code of fair campaign practices, which shall be recommended for 
observance by all candidates campaigning as Democrats.

Section 3.
The Democratic Party shall not require a delegate to a Party con-
vention or caucus to cast a vote contrary to his or her expressed 
preference.

Section 4. 
Voting by proxy shall not be permitted in Democratic Party affairs.

Section 5. 
All meetings of the Central Executive Committee, and all other 
official Party committees, commissions and bodies, shall be open 
to the public, and votes shall not be taken by secret ballot. 

Section 6.
The Central Executive Committee shall prepare and make avail-
able to the public an annual report concerning the financial af-
fairs of the Democratic Party.

Section 7.
In the absence of other provisions, Robert’s Rules of Order (as 
most recently revised) shall govern the conduct of all Democratic 
Party meetings.
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Section 8. Democratic Party Credo.

We Democrats are the oldest political party in America and the 
youngest in spirit. We will remain so, because we enjoy the chal-
lenge of government. Time and again, for almost two centuries, the 
Democratic Party has made government work – to build and defend 
a nation, to encourage commerce, to educate our children, to pro-
mote equal opportunity, to advance science and industry, to sup-
port the arts and humanities, to restore the land, to develop and 
conserve our human and natural resources, to preserve and en-
hance our built environment, to relieve poverty, to explore space. 
We have reached difficult and vital goals.

We recognize that the capacity of government is limited but we 
regard democratic government as a force for good and a source of 
hope.

At the heart of our party lies a fundamental conviction, that Ameri-
cans must not only be free, but they must live in a fair society.

We believe it is the responsibility of government to help us achieve 
this fair society.

• a society where the elderly and the disabled can lead lives of 
dignity and where Social Security remains an unshakeable com-
mitment;

• a society where all people can finds jobs in a growing full-em-
ployment economy;

• a society where all workers are guaranteed without question the 
legal right to join unions of their own choosing and to bargain 
collectively for decent wages and conditions of employment;

• a society where taxes are clearly based on ability to pay;
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• a society where the equal rights of women are guaranteed in 
the Constitution;

• a society where the civil rights of minorities are fully secured 
and where no one is denied the opportunity for a better life;

• a society that respects the dignity of every human individu-
al, where both public and private discrimination based upon 
race, sex, age, color, creed, national origin, religion, ethnic 
identity, sexual orientation, gender identity, economic sta-
tus, philosophical persuasion or physical disability are con-
demned and where our government moves aggressively to 
end such discrimination through lawful means;

• a society where we recognize that the strengthening of the 
family and the protection of children are essential to the 
health of the nation;

• a society where a sound education, proper nutrition, quality 
medical care, affordable housing, safe streets and a healthy 
environment are possible for every citizen;

• a society where the livelihoods of our family farmers are as 
stable as the values they instill in the American character;

• a society where a strong national defense is a common ef-
fort, where promoting human rights is a basic value of our 
foreign policy, and where we ensure that future by ending 
the nuclear arms race.

This is our purpose and our promise.
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ARTICLE EIGHTEEN:
Amendments, Bylaws, and Rules

Section 1. 

These Bylaws may be amended by the affirmative vote of 
two-thirds (2/3) of the CEC Members present and voting 
at any regular or special meeting of the Central Executive 
Committee, provided notice of such amendment(s) and the 
nature thereof shall have been given to the members of the 
Central Executive Committee at least ten (10) days prior to 
the date of the meeting at which said amendment(s) are to 
be presented for consideration. Minor or technical amend-
ments and suspension of particular section(s) may be per-
missible, during any regular or special meeting, in order to 
defend, support and protect the integrity of the Party.
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PREAMBLE

The history of the Northern Mariana Islands Democratic Par-
ty is rooted in the former Popular Party, which led the move-
ment in the 1960s and 1970s for self-determination and the 
creation of our Commonwealth in permanent political union 
with the United States of America. 

Today NMI Democrats are proud to be affiliated with the na-
tional Democratic Party. In 2016, NMI Democrats were rep-
resented for the first time in history at the Democratic Na-
tional Convention and participated in the nomination of the 
first female candidate for President in United States history.  
In the 2020 Democratic National Convention, NMI Democrats 
endorsed Joe Biden for President and Kamala Harris for Vice 
President, and joined the national party in adopting a bold 
and progressive platform that sets forth a vision for a stron-
ger, more just, and more equitable America. 

In the Northern Marianas and across the nation, Democrats 
are committed to uniting and healing our communities, re-
building an economy that promotes shared prosperity, and 
restoring public trust in government.
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SECTION 2:
Democratic Values
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Democrats in the Northern Mariana Islands and throughout the Unit-
ed States believe that healthcare is a right, diversity is a strength, the 
economy should work for everyone, and facts and truth matter.

In the Northern Marianas, Democrats are guided by these core values:

1. COLLABORATION
We work together as a team, for all people, in all precincts, for all 
islands.

2. RESPONSIBILITY    
We work to ensure decisions are data driven and government re-
sources are used efficiently.

3. ACCOUNTABILITY        
We work to restore public trust and integrity in the government 
through transparency and the rule of law.  

4. VISION       
We work for a better, fairer, and brighter future for every island res-
ident: rolling up our sleeves, mobilizing grassroots voters, and orga-
nizing everywhere to empower our communities.

5. ETHICS 
We are the party of the people, serving the common good and fight-
ing for equality, fairness, and opportunity for all. We strive for hon-
est, principled, and trustworthy leadership, and we place the public 
interest before special interests.
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SECTION 3:
Democratic Pledge to the People

1. We believe that public office is a public trust. We will hold ourselves 
and our colleagues to the highest ethical standards, and will abide 
faithfully by the oath of office and the CNMI Government Ethics 
Code.

2. We will diligently attend and participate in legislative sessions and 
committee meetings.

3. We will collaborate in the performance of our duties, including 
drafting, sponsoring, reviewing, deliberating, and deciding on leg-
islation that puts the people of the Commonwealth first above all 
special interests.

4. We will support legislative rules that require all members to main-
tain records and publish quarterly reports of their expenditures.

5. We will regularly report to the people and welcome their feedback 
through community outreach and engagement, including but not 
limited to, public hearings, town hall meetings, and social media.

6. We will ensure that public funds are only spent on public purposes, 
including all funds allocated to our individual public offices for op-
erational expenses.

7. We will work to improve the fiscal responsibility, performance, and 
efficiency of our government. 

8. We will limit travel only to vitally important government purposes, 
and will report to the people after travel is performed.

9. We will work to develop a diversified and sustainable economy that 
will improve the standard of living for all of our people.
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SECTION 4:
Our Vision

10.   We will support fairness, transparency, and accountability in gov-
ernment hiring and contracting.

11.  We will support the growth and development of locally-owned 
small businesses. 

12.  We will work to strengthen the Personnel Service System to en-
sure fairness and due process, support employee morale, and re-
ward excellence in public service.

13.  We will support increased investments in our Commonwealth’s 
healthcare system, and will work to expand access to affordable 
and quality healthcare for all CNMI residents.

14.   We will require quarterly reports from each executive department 
which shall provide and include expenditures, travel, performance 
and ways to help the economy.

Democrats envision a safe, just, healthy, and beautiful common-
wealth, where the rule of law prevails, prosperity is shared, and 
economic development raises quality of life for all. In the Northern 
Mariana Islands, our educational system develops skilled workers 
and great citizens. Small businesses thrive. Quality healthcare is 
affordable, accessible, and equitable. Our island cultures, natural 
resources, and historic sites are cherished and protected. Diversity 
is celebrated. Neighbors care for one another. Representation and 
trustworthy leadership matter.  
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SECTION 5:
Protecting Our People and Recovering 
from the Covid-19 Pandemic

We face a long road to recovery from the impacts of Covid-19. NMI 
Democrats support the national Covid-19 response and recovery pack-
ages that have been championed by Delegate Gregorio Kilili Camacho 
Sablan and his Democratic colleagues in Congress.

These efforts have made possible the delivery of more than $100 mil-
lion to the commonwealth for Pandemic Unemployment Assistance 
and Federal Pandemic Unemployment Compensation, the Paycheck 
Protection Program that allowed businesses and nonprofits to contin-
ue paying their employees, and $36 million to the NMI government 
for coronavirus response.  Congressman Sablan is also now working 
to secure over $1 billion for the Commonwealth in the next Covid-19 
response package, including funds to address revenue shortfalls af-
fecting CNMI government operations, and language that clarifies that 
CW-1 workers are eligible for federal unemployment assistance as 
originally intended in the CARES Act.

NMI Democrats also firmly believe that these federal funds must be 
monitored closely and managed with maximum transparency to en-
sure that the benefits flow to the people who need them most. We are 
committed to continuing and expanding the scope of oversight over all 
disaster-related funds to the commonwealth, both federal and local. 
We further support local measures to temporarily suspend evictions, 
foreclosures, and utility disconnections for vulnerable families and to 
direct federal and local resources to emergency housing and food as-
sistance programs. 

The pandemic has underscored how vulnerable our families are with-
out basic safety nets to mitigate the devastating impacts of job loss 
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and illness. To this end Democrats believe the administration must 
extend its support to Congressman Kilili Sablan’s efforts in Congress 
to infuse new money into the CNMI’s Nutrition Assistance Program, 
immediately end its recent cuts to food stamps, and restore full ben-
efits to individuals and families in need. Democrats are also commit-
ted to finally establishing an unemployment insurance program in the 
CNMI so that residents may have some peace of mind and protection 
when unexpected job losses occur.

SECTION 6:
Restoring Public Trust and Fiscal 
Responsibility in Government

1. Exercising Oversight

Democrats believe that oversight is a critical function of the 
legislature, and ensures healthy checks and balances in our 
system of government. The legislature must exercise its role 
and power to monitor the expenditures of public funds and the 
performance of departments and agencies, and identify policy 
gaps or other issues requiring legislative attention.

Rigorous fiscal oversight is especially critical at this time. The 
legislature must have a true picture of the commonwealth gov-
ernment’s overall financial condition, including cash flow, reve-
nue projections, assets, receivables, and obligations. Accurate 
and timely data are essential for our government to chart a path 
forward to fiscal stabilization.

Democrats will champion fiscal oversight and efforts to stream-
line and improve the performance of government and ensure 
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that public funds are spent responsibly and for public purposes. 
An important part of this effort is legislation to strengthen the in-
dependence and enforcement capacity of the Office of the Public 
Auditor (OPA), and clarify by law the definition of “public purpose” 
for the expenditures of public funds.

Other areas that Democrats believe demand oversight at this 
time include: expenditures of all disaster-related federal and lo-
cal funding and the CNMI’s implementation of programs intend-
ed to help residents impacted by disaster, including the Covid-19 
pandemic; clearly defining the governor’s powers during states of 
emergency and obligations to provide accountability; reviewing 
management and operations at the Department of Public Safety; 
and reviewing the management and disposition of public lands 
and the Department of Public Lands’ compliance with legal, fidu-
ciary, and constitutional mandates.

2. Opening Up the Legislature

Democrats believe lawmakers must also demonstrate transpar-
ency and accountability to the people they represent. We sup-
port OPA audit recommendations to enact legislation providing 
guidance for legislative allowances, and to establish a uniform 
travel policy for the government. Further, Democrats will make 
public the statements of financial interest submitted to OPA by 
all elected and appointed officials, and support legislative rules 
to require lawmakers  to maintain records and publish reports of 
expenditures.

Democratic lawmakers will hold town hall meetings and public 
hearings, and report regularly to constituents on proposed legis-
lation and other activities in the legislature. Democrats will also 
improve the legislature’s online presence including its official 
website and social media. We will livestream sessions and com-
mittee meetings, and work to pass the Livestream Video Act to 
require all government bodies to make their public meetings ac-
cessible online. 

AOR059



8

SECTION 7:
Creating a Stronger, Fairer, 
More Diversified Economy

Our people are our most precious resource. Democrats believe that a 
strong economy is one that provides fair and meaningful opportuni-
ties for all citizens.

1. Investing in Education
Democrats see public education as a major economic driver, and 
the single most important investment we can make as a commu-
nity to raise our standard of living, close social and economic dis-
parities, and build a sustainable future for the Northern Marianas. 
High-quality educational programs provide the means by which the 
CNMI’s residents can develop their talents and build the necessary 
skills to become productive members of society and support them-
selves and their families.  

In appropriations, Democrats will prioritize investments in all of 
our public educational institutions: the Public School System, the 
Northern Marianas College, and the Northern Marianas Techni-
cal Institute. We recognize the need for diverse talent and skilled 
workers in all trades, and we will promote career and technical ed-
ucation, including apprenticeship programs, through collaborative 
partnerships across PSS, NMC, and NMTI.    

2. Strengthening Our Workforce    
Democrats are committed to supporting and strengthening our 
workforce by updating our CNMI labor laws to raise the local mini-
mum wage to meet federal standards and implement gradual wage 
increases over time to stay competitive and keep pace with infla-
tion. We also support the establishment of a permanent federal 
OSHA office in the Northern Marianas as well as a CNMI occupa-
tional safety and health program to enforce workplace safety stan-
dards in the commonwealth government.
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Democrats recognize the importance of a strong civil service, and 
a government Personnel Service System that ensures fairness and 
due process, attracts talent, and rewards excellence. To better sup-
port the commonwealth’s government employees, Democrats will 
work with the Civil Service Commission and the Office of Personnel 
Management to update the Personnel Service System Rules and 
Regulations and review and align pay structures across the govern-
ment.  We will require workers compensation for all government em-
ployees, and support enhancements to the government’s Defined 
Contribution Plan, so that the commonwealth’s public servants may 
have greater peace of mind and security while on the job and when 
they are ready to retire. 

Love of family is one of our most important values in the North-
ern Marianas, and Democrats believe that working families in the 
commonwealth and throughout the nation must be able to care for 
young children and sick or elderly relatives without suffering major 
hits to their household income. The United States is currently the 
only advanced economy in the world to lack a national policy for 
paid family leave. The national Democratic Party has a plan to en-
sure paid family leave for all workers; NMI Democrats support the 
extension of that plan to the Northern Marianas, as well as legisla-
tion tailored to meet local needs.  

We also believe it is time to end the commonwealth’s 100% tax on 
the Earned Income Tax Credit, and restore this tax credit to benefit 
our low- and middle-income families. The EITC is an important tool 
in the tax code to lift household incomes and raise the standard 
of living for many working families. Because the EITC is only avail-
able to U.S. citizens, FAS citizens, and permanent residents who 
work, Democrats view this tax credit as an important piece in an 
overall strategy to increase the number of U.S. workers in the com-
monwealth. We strongly support U.S. Congressman Gregorio Kilili 
Camacho Sablan’s proposal to provide cover-over federal funds to 
enable the payment of the EITC in the Northern Marianas.
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3. Diversifying Our Economy and Helping Local Businesses Thrive

Democrats believe in supporting homegrown local businesses. We will 
work with the Commonwealth Development Authority to develop ini-
tiatives to assist the commonwealth’s entrepreneurial individuals who 
are ready to jumpstart their own businesses. These initiatives include 
but are not limited to retooling the Qualifying Certificate program to 
promote locally-owned businesses and industries that optimize and 
enhance the commonwealth’s available human and natural resources 
and are not heavily reliant on outside labor or resources.

Tourism should remain the commonwealth’s number one industry, and 
Democrats believe we can and should diversify and strengthen this 
industry beyond mass commercial tourism and casino gaming. We 
see opportunities for other types of tourism to flourish in the com-
monwealth, including culture and history tourism, culinary tourism, 
nature-based and wildlife tourism, and ecotourism that is low-impact 
on the environment. We also see major opportunities for more local 
entrepreneurs and locally-owned businesses to get involved in these 
new and diversified forms of tourism and ultimately grow the industry, 
create new jobs, and benefit our overall economy.

Democrats believe the government should play a role in supporting 
the diversification of tourism and the increased involvement of local 
residents and businesses in the industry. We will work with the Mar-
ianas Visitors Authority, the Northern Marianas College, the Small 
Business Development Corporation, and other institutions to expand 
the tour guide certification program, promote certified tour operators 
through MVA and partners, provide access to language, business de-
velopment, and marketing training for local guides, and identify oth-
er means to promote the success of locally-owned businesses in the 
tourism industry. 

The commonwealth’s economic development programs must also 
support new or expanding businesses in productive and sustain-
able industries, such as renewable energy, recycling, 
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agriculture, aquaculture, and fisheries. The government plays 
an important role in providing research, technical expertise, and 
a fair and sensible regulatory framework, to help local produc-
ers, manufacturers, and entrepreneurs succeed. Democrats are 
committed to working closely with the Northern Marianas Col-
lege Cooperative Research Extension and Education Service, the 
Department of Lands and Natural Resources, the Department of 
Commerce and other critical partners to develop and promote 
these new industries, to include more local food production as 
well as value-added products for local and export markets. We 
envision the creation of research institutes in the Northern Mar-
ianas that collaborate with other organizations in the region and 
the nation, including the University of Hawaii and the University 
of Guam. 

4. Rebuilding Our Infrastructure

Democrats see the rebuilding of our critical infrastructure as 
key to the rebuilding of our entire economy. All of the common-
wealth’s ports need major upgrades. Many of our roads, both 
primary and secondary, are riddled with potholes and bumps. 
Across the CNMI, our solid waste management infrastructure 
fails to meet federal standards for public health and environmen-
tal protection, and the Commonwealth Utilities Corporation re-
mains under a federal stipulated order for violations of the Clean 
Water Act and Safe Drinking Water Act. Water losses through 
CUC’s distribution system are still unacceptably high, and trans-
late into higher costs for ratepayers. Our energy infrastructure 
is outdated, inefficient, and almost completely dependent on 
imported fossil fuels that drain the CNMI of approximately $70 
million every year. The commonwealth’s energy efficiency and 
renewable energy policies and programs must be updated and 
implemented. NMI Democrats support Congressman Gregorio 
Kilili Sablan’s efforts to direct federal technical assistance and 
funding to help the Northern Marianas develop an energy action 
plan.  
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Hundreds of millions of federal dollars have been made available to the 
CNMI to improve public infrastructure, including highways, solid waste 
management, utilities, and energy. At the local level, the legislature 
has made millions of dollars in appropriations for smaller infrastruc-
ture projects, usually precinct-focused. Democrats demand greater 
transparency in the use of these critical federal and local infrastruc-
ture dollars and the progress of projects they are intended to fund. We 
support more comprehensive public planning and coordination among 
the relevant departments and agencies, including the Bureau of Envi-
ronmental and Coastal Quality, the Department of Public Works, the 
Commonwealth Ports Authority, CUC, and the Office of Planning and 
Development.

Democrats are also committed to following through on unresolved 
OPA recommendations from a 2016 audit report to reform the organi-
zational structure of the Commonwealth Utilities Corporation in order 
improve efficiency and performance; ensure independent and profes-
sional management; and protect the interests of ratepayers. We recog-
nize, as OPA did, that CUC has been subjected to political interference 
and mismanagement over many years, impairing utility operations and 
service delivery to the people of the Northern Marianas. A well-run, ef-
ficient, and high-performing utility system is essential to our economic 
development now and in the future. 
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SECTION 8:
Achieving Universal, Affordable, and 
Quality Healthcare

Democrats in the Northern Marianas and across the nation view 
healthcare as a human right. We support increased investments in our 
Commonwealth’s healthcare system, and will work to expand access 
to affordable, high-quality healthcare for all CNMI residents.

1. Reforming Medical Referral

One major step towards improving healthcare in the Northern Mar-
ianas is to restructure our medical referral program. Every year the 
commonwealth government overspends its appropriated budget on 
off-island medical referral by millions of dollars. There has yet to be 
a thorough analysis of these expenditures, or the areas where ser-
vices could be improved or offered on-island, or where savings might 
be realized. Democrats will work with the Commonwealth Health Care 
Corporation, Medical Referral staff, and other policy experts to under-
take this long-overdue review of the medical referral program. We also 
support the careful and closely-monitored transition of the program 
out of the governor’s office to the Commonwealth Health Care Corpo-
ration, and the enactment of legislation to establish basic parameters 
for off-island referrals.

2. Expanding Access to Care

Another important study that Democrats support is a feasibility as-
sessment for universal health coverage in the CNMI. Public Law 21-
35, the Appropriations Act of FY 2021, requires CHCC to present a 
report to the legislature by March 2021 on policy options that might 
be considered in order to expand access to care and reach this goal 
of universal coverage. Democrats will work with CHCC to ensure the 
agency has the resources and support it needs to complete and deliv-
er a sound study.
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One significant option for expanding access to care in the CNMI is 
to develop an affordable buy-in program with Medicaid. CNMI Pub-
lic Law 21-28 now authorizes the Medicaid Agency to offer a buy-
in program to residents who currently lack health insurance and 
would not otherwise qualify for regular Medicaid. Democrats will 
collaborate with the Medicaid Agency to support the development 
of this program and make it available to the commonwealth’s citi-
zens as soon as possible. 

Raising Revenue for Healthcare

The CNMI has one of the highest rates of chronic disease, such as 
diabetes and heart disease, in the nation. The related rates of to-
bacco and alcohol consumption, as well as child and adult obesity, 
are alarming. The costs of a population in poor health are stagger-
ing - to our healthcare system, our economy, and overall quality of 
life. Democrats support raising revenue specifically for healthcare 
and especially for preventive screening and care, through moder-
ate increases in alcohol and tobacco taxes and the establishment 
of a reasonable tax on sugar-sweetened beverages. We recognize 
that these tax measures are backed by evidence that they promote 
healthier lifestyle choices, are supported by the commonwealth’s 
health care professionals, and were broadly endorsed at the com-
munity-wide fiscal response summit in May 2020. Revenues gen-
erated from these taxes should go directly to investments in our 
healthcare system, and to tax enforcement.
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SECTION 9:
Improving Village Life

Democrats will focus special attention on improving the quality of life 
in our villages. We believe that cleaning up our villages, protecting our 
natural, historic, and cultural sites, and promoting an active lifestyle 
must be top priorities to improve the quality of life and the health, en-
joyment, and pride of our people.

1. Reinstating Village Sanitation and Public Education Programs

We will work with the Bureau of Environmental Health, the Saipan 
Mayor’s Office, the Zoning Office, and other agencies to bring all our 
residential areas to healthful and sanitary conditions. We will reinstate 
village sanitation inspection and public education programs through-
out the commonwealth. We will also invest in municipal animal control 
programs, and provide low-cost spay and neuter services for pets and 
shelter animals offered for adoption.

2. Tackling Blighted Properties

          Democrats support enforcement of the Blighted Properties Act, 
and will collaborate with the Zoning Office and other relevant agen-
cies to identify enforcement needs and priorities for blight removal, 
mitigation, and revitalization. We also support legislation to authorize 
temporary, productive uses for vacant and abandoned lots, such as 
gardens, farms, or community festivals. 

3. Delivering Universal Solid Waste Services

Another major goal for Democrats is to establish a universal, common-
wealth-wide system of solid waste collection, disposal, and recycling, 
that includes curbside pick-up for residents and businesses and sub-
sidies for low-income households. We know too well the problems of 
illegal dumping and overflowing trash receptacles that arise in every 
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village because there is no coordinated solid waste program. 
Many low-income families cannot afford to pay for private trash 
haulers, or lack a vehicle to transport their waste to the transfer 
station or landfill.

A comprehensive, universal system of solid waste management 
will go a long way to resolve these problems. Democrats believe 
it is the responsibility of the government to provide this service 
that is so essential for public health and sanitation.  

4. Promoting Active and Healthy Lifestyles

Democrats believe strongly in creating a social and physical 
environment that promotes active and healthy living. We sup-
port sports programs, regional and international competitions, 
and the construction and improvement of sports and recreation 
facilities on Saipan, Tinian, and Rota. Democrats also support 
the development of more walking paths, bike paths, and hik-
ing trails throughout the commonwealth, and the repair and 
maintenance of existing pathways. The Beach Road Pathway, 
constructed by the last Democrat Governor, Froilan C. Tenorio, 
is a fine example of an amenity that enhances the beauty of 
Saipan and is enjoyed by residents and tourists alike, but this 
too, needs restoration.

Democrats envision beautiful, well-maintained villages through-
out the commonwealth, with parks, gardens, community cen-
ters, sidewalks, street lights, crosswalks, and paved streets. 
We will promote community and backyard gardening in all our 
villages. We also support initiatives to safeguard and promote 
our natural, cultural, and historic resources, including a CNMI 
state park system and new heritage trails for historically and 
culturally significant areas.    
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SECTION 10:
Reforming Our Criminal Justice System

Democrats believe that our criminal justice system must be transformed 
to better protect our communities. We view incarceration as the harsh-
est tool of punishment in our system of justice, and we also recognize 
that mandatory sentencing laws and lengthy jail times do not result in 
safer communities, especially when correctional or rehabilitative ser-
vices are lacking during incarceration.

In the CNMI, Democrats see urgent needs to address mismanagement 
and low morale at the Department of Public Safety and the Department 
of Corrections, to increase the use of specialty courts and diversion pro-
grams to reduce incarceration and recidivism, and to institute meaning-
ful rehabilitation programs for inmates and support their reentry to so-
ciety when they complete their sentences.  

1. Raising Professional Standards for Public Safety and
Corrections

Our community is safer when our law enforcement officers are 
trusted, well-trained, and equipped with the resources they need 
to protect and serve. Democrats support raising professional 
standards for the Department of Public Safety and the Depart-
ment of Corrections, starting at the very top, with enhanced 
minimum qualifications for Commissioners of DPS and DOC and 
requirements to pursue national accreditation for law enforce-
ment. We support rigorous background checks and screening for 
law enforcement applicants, and regular, mandatory drug testing 
during training and in the force. To ensure fair and competitive 
recruitment and retention of officers, we believe a review of the 
pay schedules for law enforcement officers is in order, as well as 
a review of the rules and procedures that govern performance 
reviews and promotions.
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Democrats support evidence-based measures that include ro-
bust training at the academy and on the job in areas such as con-
flict resolution, de-escalation, peer intervention, and appropriate 
use of force. We also support personal safety equipment and ac-
cess to mental health services for all law enforcement officers.

2. Increasing the Use of Problem-Solving Courts and 
Diversion Programs

Democrats support the increased use of diversion programs for 
minor offenders and specialty courts to improve public safety, 
reduce incarceration costs, and reduce recidivism. We commend 
the CNMI judiciary and its partners for its successes in estab-
lishing the drug court, and we support the creation of other prob-
lem-solving courts for which we recognize a need in our commu-
nity, such as domestic violence and reentry courts.

We believe that a person charged with a minor offense who has 
fulfilled certain requirements, such as completing treatment, 
making restitution to victims, or performing community service 
should not be incarcerated and burdened with a criminal record 
for life. We also believe that community service should be treat-
ed as a positive tool for restorative justice, not as a punishment 
handed out during sentencing. Inmates as well as participants in 
specialty courts and diversion programs should have the oppor-
tunity to perform community service as a way to make amends 
and offer restitution to the society that has been harmed by the 
crimes.   

3. Establishing Rehabilitation Programs for the Incarcerated 
and Supporting Reentry for Ex-Offenders

Our community is not safer when our justice system merely locks 
people up for crimes they have committed but makes little effort 
to rehabilitate them during incarceration. Individuals who are in-
carcerated must be given opportunities to turn their lives around 
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and to become contributing members of society when they com-
plete their sentences. 

Democrats support a holistic approach to rehabilitation. We sup-
port educational programs for those who have been convicted 
of crimes, both in prison and upon release, including G.E.D., ca-
reer and technical training, and college. We also support access 
to educational financial aid, housing assistance, mental health 
services, employment assistance, and community service oppor-
tunities to help ex-offenders reintegrate with society and transi-
tion successfully to become productive and law-abiding citizens.

SECTION 11:
Join the Movement!

Help us build a safe, healthy, beautiful, and sustainable 
Northern Marianas! 

Join the NMI Democratic Party today.

Register as a 
Democrat

Donate to the NMI 
Democratic Party
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2022 Election

Northern Marianas Delegate

to the U.S. House of Representatives

Congressman Gregorio Kilili Camacho Sablan

Democrats in the 23rd CNMI Senate

2022 to Present

Senator Edith
Deleon Guerrero
Saipan

Edith DeLeon Guerrero serves as
Senate President in the 23rd CNMI
Senate.

Senator Celina
Roberto Babauta
Saipan

Celina Babauta serves as Senate
Legislative Secretary in the 23rd CNMI
Senate. She is a member of the following
Senate committees:

Judiciary, Government & Law - Chair
Executive Appointments &
Investigations - Chair
Rules & Procedures - Vice Chair
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Federal Relations - Vice Chair
Health, Education & Welfare -
Member
Public Utilities, Transportation &
Communication - Member
Fiscal Affairs - Member

Democrats in the 23rd CNMI
House of Representatives

2022 to Present

Rep. Edwin K.
Propst
Precinct 1

Edwin Propst serves as floor leader in
the 23rd CNMI House of Representatives.
He is a member of the following House
committees:

Gaming - Vice Chair
Education - Member
Cannabis - Member
Commerce & Tourism - Member
 Public Utilities, Transportation &
Communications - Member

Rep. Diego Vincent
Fejeran Camacho
Precinct 1

Diego Vince Camacho is a member of the
following House committees:

Cannabis - Chair
Commerce & Tourism - Member
Natural Resources- Member
Public Utilities, Transportation and
Communications - Member

Rep. Vicente C.
Camacho
Precinct 3

Vicente Camacho is a member of the
following House committees:

Federal & Foreign Affairs - Chair
Commerce & Tourism - Member
Judiciary & Governmental
Operations - Member
Ways & Means - Member

Rep. Denita K.
Yangetmai
Precinct 3

Denita Yangetmai is the CNMI
Representative to the APIL, Association of
Pacific Island Legislatures. She is a
member of the following House
committees:

Commerce & Tourism - Member
Federal & Foreign Affairs- Member

About Us Elected Officials 2024 Delegate Selection Plan Reports & Forms Archives Join the Movement

Paid for by the Democratic Party of the Northern Mariana Islands
Jonathan P. Cabrera, Chairman

PO Box 504789 CK
Saipan, MP 96950
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Gregorio Sablan

Official portrait, 2009

Delegate to the
U.S. House of Representatives

from the Northern Mariana Islands'
at-large district

Incumbent
Assumed office
January 3, 2009

Preceded by Pedro Tenorio
(Resident
Representative)

Member of the
Northern Mariana Islands House of

Representatives
from the 2nd district

In office
1982–1986

Personal details

Born January 19, 1955
Saipan, Mariana
Islands, Trust Territory
of the Pacific Islands

Gregorio Sablan

Gregorio Kilili Camacho Sablan (/ɡrɪˈɡɔːrioʊ kɪˈliːli
kəˈmɑːtʃoʊ səˈblɑːn/ grih-GOR-ee-oh kih-LEE-lee kə-MAH-choh
sə-BLAHN[1] born January 19, 1955) is a Northern Mariana
Islander politician and former election commissioner. Elected in
2008, Sablan became the first delegate to the United States
House of Representatives from the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands. Sablan is the only Chamorro member
of Congress.

Sablan has been a member of the Democratic Party throughout
his life, but ran as an Independent for the delegate position, as
the Democrats had nominated another candidate. He
immediately changed his party affiliation in the House to
Democratic in 2009, caucuses with Democrats and has
remained an official party member during his tenure,[2][3][4] but
ran as an Independent in all of his reelection campaigns
between 2010 and 2020.[5][6] He ran as a Democrat for the first
time in 2022.[7][8]

Sablan was born on Saipan, capital of the CNMI, on January 19,
1955.[9] He was the only son of seven children. He grew up in an
extended family, spending much time with his grandparents.
His father was an employee of Bank of America. His uncle was
the mayor of Saipan.

At the age of eleven, Sablan began boarding at Xavier High
School, a Jesuit school in Chuuk in the Federated States of
Micronesia, then administered by the United States. He then
returned to Saipan, where he graduated from Marianas High
School. At the age of sixteen, Sablan began attending the
University of Guam before transferring to the University of
California at Berkeley. However, he dropped out of college when
his father lost his job. Upon returning to Saipan, Sablan married
and had three children. He later attended the University of
Hawaiʻi at Mānoa from 1989 until 1990,[9] but did not graduate.

Sablan is married to Andrea, a Filipino American,[10] and has six
children, seven grandchildren and four great grandchildren.[11]

Early life and education

Early political career
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Political
party

Democratic

Spouse Andrea Sablan

Children 6

Website House website (http
s://sablan.house.gov/)

Gregorio Sablan's voice

Gregorio Sablan speaks on Medicaid
within the insular area

Recorded June 21, 2019

In the 1981 general election, Sablan defeated Republican
candidate Manuel D. Muna for the open seat in Precinct 2 in
what was otherwise a strongly Republican election year.[12]

Sablan served two terms in the Northern Mariana Islands
Commonwealth Legislature from 1982 until 1986[9] as a
Democrat.[9] During his time in the legislature, he was selected
as a special representative to hold talks with the United States
Assistant Secretary of the Interior to negotiate federal assistance
for the CNMI.[9]

He retired from the Commonwealth Legislature to become
Special Assistant to Daniel Inouye, a U.S. Senator from Hawaii,
during the late 1980s.[9] After this, he briefly returned to college
before returning to the CNMI to serve as Special Assistant for
Management and Budget in the administration of Froilan Tenorio (1994–98). He later served as a
Special Assistant in the administration of Pedro P. Tenorio (1998–2002) before being appointed
Executive Director of the Commonwealth Election Commission, a position in which he served until he
filed to run for delegate.

For 30 years, beginning in 1978, citizens of the CNMI elected a Resident Representative, commonly
known as Washington representative, an office established by Article V of the Constitution of the
Northern Mariana Islands for the purpose of representing the CNMI in the United States capital and
performing related official duties established by CNMI law.

In 2008, the Consolidated Natural Resources Act of 2008, signed into law by President George W.
Bush, replaced the position of resident representative with a nonvoting delegate to the House of
Representatives. The other United States insular areas, Guam, American Samoa, the United States
Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico, as well as the District of Columbia, already had nonvoting delegates
to Congress. The new position received the power to serve in congressional committees, to introduce
bills, and to vote on proposed legislation in committee, but still had limited powers on the House
floor, lacking the right to vote on legislation on the House floor.

The election of the first delegate was set for November 4, 2008. It was the only contest on the ballot,
as local elections in the CNMI occurred in odd-numbered years through 2009 and residents of the
CNMI do not have the right to vote in United States presidential elections.

Sitting Resident Representative Pedro A. Tenorio, a Republican, announced his candidacy for the new
office. David Cing, a former member of the Northern Mariana Islands Senate, received the
nomination of the Democratic Party of the Northern Mariana Islands, which is not officially affiliated

1:07

Delegate to the U.S. House of Representatives

Background

Elections

2008
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Committee information

Committee name: KILILI FOR CONGRESS

Mailing address: P.O. BOX 502924

SAIPAN, MP 96950

Treasurer: SABLAN, RUTH T.

Committee type: House

Committee designation: Principal campaign committee

Statement of organization:  Current version (PDF)

FEC-1698245

Filed 04/14/2023

Authorizing candidate: SABLAN, GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO
REP.

House candidate

Northern Mariana Islands - 00

Democratic Party
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An official website of the United States government

Here's how you know

SABLAN, GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO REP.

CANDIDATE FOR HOUSE

NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS - 00

ID: H8MP00041

DEMOCRATIC PARTY

ELECTION

2024

Time period:

2023–2024

About this candidate
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Candidate information

Seat: Northern Mariana Islands House District

Type of candidacy: Incumbent

Political party: Democratic Party

Statement of candidacy:  Current version (PDF)

FEC-1700424

Filed 04/17/2023

View all candidates in the 2024 Northern Mariana Islands House District election

Committees

Authorized campaign committees:

KILILI FOR CONGRESS

Principal campaign committee
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Camacho, Angelo CSA 2022
 8 Downloads  682.05 KB  06-28-2023

 Download (8)

 View (/736-camacho-angelo-csa-2022/viewdocument/736.php)

Camacho, Diego Vincent CSA 2022
 9 Downloads  8.33 MB  06-28-2023

 Download (9)

 View (/737-camacho-diego-vincent-csa-2022/viewdocument/737.ph

Camacho, Joel C. CSA 2022
 8 Downloads  7.52 MB  06-28-2023

 Download (8)

 View (/738-camacho-joel-c-csa-2022/viewdocument/738.php)

Camacho, Joseph James N. - 2022 CSA
 9 Downloads  4.34 MB  06-28-2023

 Download (9)

 View (/739-camacho-joseph-james-n-2022-csa/viewdocument/739.p

Camacho, Ramon Blas
 10 Downloads  3.49 MB  06-28-2023

 Download (10)

 View (/740-camacho-ramon-blas/viewdocument/740.php)

Camacho, Vicente C.
 9 Downloads  6.01 MB  06-28-2023

 Download (9)

 View (/741-camacho-vicente-c-2/viewdocument/741.php)

Castro, Manny Gregory T.
 10 Downloads  4.88 MB  06-28-2023

Cepeda, Benjamin-CSA 2022 General Election
 7 Downloads  235.92 KB  06-28-2023

 2022 Financial Disclosure
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 Download (7)
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Cepeda, Patrick M. 2022 CSA
 6 Downloads  4.38 MB  06-28-2023

 Download (6)

 View (/744-cepeda-patrick-m-2022-csa/viewdocument/744.php)

Cruz, Francisco Q. 2022 CSA
 9 Downloads  2.04 MB  06-28-2023

 Download (9)

 View (/745-cruz-francisco-q-2022-csa/viewdocument/745.php)

Dela Cruz, Frederick A. - 2022 General CSA
 8 Downloads  8.5 MB  06-28-2023

 Download (8)

 View (/746-dela-cruz-frederick-a-2022-general-csa/viewdocument/746.php)

Demapan, Angel-CSA 2022 General Election
 18 Downloads  438.05 KB  06-28-2023

 Download (18)

 View (/747-demapan-angel-csa-2022-general-election/viewdocume

Democratic Party of the NMI
 16 Downloads  1.91 MB  06-28-2023

 Download (16)

 View (/748-democratic-party-of-the-nmi/viewdocument/748.php)

Esteves, Eric - 2022 CSA
 13 Downloads  3.5 MB  06-28-2023

 Download (13)

 View (/749-esteves-eric-2022-csa/viewdocument/749.php)

Flores, Joseph-CSA 2022 General Election
 9 Downloads  500.64 KB  06-28-2023

 Download (9)

 View (/750-flores-joseph-csa-2022-general-election/viewdocument/750.php)

Flores, Marissa-CSA 2022 General Election
 21 Downloads  674.75 KB  06-28-2023

 Download (21)

 View (/751-flores-marissa-csa-2022-general-election/viewdocument/

Friends of Republican Tinian Chapter
 12 Downloads  3.23 MB  06-28-2023

 Download (12)

 View (/752-friends-of-republican-tinian-chapter/viewdocument/752.php)

Guerrero.Joseph-CSA 2022 General Election
 10 Downloads  920.63 KB  06-28-2023

 Download (10)

 View (/753-guerrero-joseph-csa-2022-general-election/viewdocume

Harrell, Robert C. 2022 CSA
 9 Downloads  3.32 MB  06-28-2023

 Download (9)

 View (/754-harrell-robert-c-2022-csa/viewdocument/754.php)

Hocog, Aubry-CSA 2022 General Election
 9 Downloads  1.12 MB  06-28-2023

 Download (9)

 View (/755-hocog-aubry-csa-2022-general-election/viewdocument/
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The Northern Mariana 
Islands, which is part of 
Micronesia, comprises 
the former Mariana 
Islands District of the 
Trust Territory of the 
Pacific Islands. 

It consists of three main 
islands—Saipan, Tinian, 
and Rota—and several 
small islands and atolls.

Citizens of the CNMI 
elect a governor and 
lieutenant governor, a 
20-member House of 
Representatives,  a 9- 
member Senate, and a 
non-voting delegate to 
the U.S. House of 
Representatives. 

NMI NEWSLETTER
DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS
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Jonathan P. Cabrera
Chairman

 
Luella I. Marciano
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Melia K. Johnson
Secretary

 
Shawna E. Indalecio

Treasurer 
 

Nola K. Hix
Executive Director

What’s
Inside?

Timeline: Top
22 of 2022

Elected
Democrats of
the Northern
Mariana
Islands

CNMI Democrats are on the move! CNMI
Democrats are proud to stand with Democrats all
across the country fighting at every level of
government for transparency, accountability, equity,
and good governance. We value our federal partners
and endeavor to continue learning from one
another, sharing resources, and electing MORE
Democrats up and down the ballot. Our candidates
worked hard, met with many constituents this past
election campaign, and one recurring theme arose in
all the conversations they had with constituents:
people are hungry for change. Our recent election
demonstrated that very fact, and as a result, CNMI
Democrats remain committed to electing Democrats,
holding our leaders accountable, and agitating for
the kinds of changes we need at the local level to
ensure all the people of the CNMI can prosper.
Together, we will build a safe, healthy, beautiful,
sustainable, and truly inclusive Northern Marianas. 

Jonathan P. Cabrera
Chairman
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A YEAR IN REVIEW:A YEAR IN REVIEW:
January 12, 2022. CNMI Republican Governor Ralph Deleon Guerrero Torres is impeached by the
22nd CNMI House of Representatives for alleged felony, neglect of duty and corruption, including
living a lavish lifestyle on the taxpayer’s tab amid a super typhoon and a pandemic. 

Jan 26, 2022. The Democratic Party of the NMI formally announces their
candidates for Governor, & Lieutenant Governor with Democratic NMI US
Delegate Kilili Sablan also endorsing the ticket. History was made as Tina
Sablan and Leila Staffler became the first female tandem Gubernatorial
Candidates in the NMI, and one of two in the country.

March 17, 2022. Chairwoman Nola K. Hix steps down from the party
and is named Executive Director. Hix was elected in 2018 before
relocating to Guam in 2019. With the unanimous support of the
party she chose the new officers and her successor, Chairman
Jonathan P. Cabrera, Vice Chair Luella I. Marciano, Secretary
Melia K. Johnson, and Treasurer Shawna E. Indalecio.

March 10 – 11, 2022. For the first time in DNC History a
committeeman from the territories was elected to serve on two
DNC Councils, the Seniors and Climate Councils. Our National
Committeeman Michael White was also elected to an At-Large
position within the DNC’s Western Caucus. Go Mike!

April 8, 2022. The CNMI Office of the Attorney General files criminal charges against Republican
Governor Ralph Torres. The charges filed were 12 counts of misconduct in public office, one count
of theft, and one count of contempt for failure to appear in compliance with a subpoena.

April 16, 2022. Outreach towards our Filipino voters
began with our first ever Kababayan Evening Forum
Event held at the Island Hotel, Rooftop in Garapan. 
April 28, 2022. An Open House was held for the unveiling
of our new headquarters “The People’s Office”
conveniently located on Quartermaster, Middle Road
Saipan.

May 18, 2022. The CNMI Senate voted to acquit Republican Governor Ralph Torres of all six articles
of impeachment against him, following a Senate impeachment trial that involved no prosecutors
or CNMI House of Representatives evidence because of senate rules.

June 3, 2022, NMI Democrats were OUT & PROUD with their first
ever PRIDE roadside wave and mixer held at the headquarters.
Queer Representation is important and for the first time ever
we are proud to include our newly elected officers Chairman
Jonathan Cabrera, and Treasurer Shawna Indalecio who are
also members of our LGBTQIA+ community.

July 2, 2022. The Blue Banquet - our party’s first annual
fundraising event of the year was a successful evening
that celebrated our leadership, while honoring our
party’s past, present, and future.
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Aug 5, 2022. Making history! Our Democrats filed their
candidacies with the Commonwealth Election
Commission.

July 8, 2022. We bid farewell to a former judge, public defender, hearing officer, and attorney
general. +Herb Soll was a True Blue Democrat, Statesman, and long-time member of our party’s
Central Executive Committee.

Aug 21, 2022. We said goodbye again and this time to
one of the friendliest people on Rota. +Martin Atalig
was also a kind supporter, and generous man who
assisted with the party’s campaign logistics.

Aug 19, 2022. NMI Democrats Launch their first ever
CARE Event with a Back to School Supplies Drive.

Aug 25, 2022. All 13 candidates running under our
banner were officially certified by the Commonwealth
Election Commission. A certification presentation with
the media was held at our headquarters to introduce
our Democratic Slate.

Sept 14, 2022. 19,275 was the number of voters registered to vote in the general election. The
highest voter turnout in CNMI history.

Sept 20, 2022. The Humane Society of the United States honors, Democratic NMI US Delegate
Congressman Gregorio Kilili Camacho Sablan with one of four “Legislator of the Year” awards
for his bipartisan work on one of the most urgent animal protection measures in Congress, the
Shark Fin Sales Elimination Act.
Oct 20, 2022. Guam Media and NMI Democrat Supporters, Kandit News joins us for a fun-filled
adventure on Saipan with an island-hop to Tinian as well right before the election.

Nov 1 – 8 2022. From Nov 1st through Nov 7th Early Voting began on the islands of Saipan, Tinian,
& Rota. The General Election was held on Nov 8th with NMI Democratic incumbents Edwin K.
Propst, Vicente C. Camacho, Denita K. Yangetmai, and newcomer Vincent F. Camacho all
elected to serve in the 23rd CNMI House of Representatives. Former incumbent Representative
Celina R. Babauta was also elected to serve in the Senate with their colleague and House
Majority Caucus member, former Representative Donald M. Manglona from the island of Rota.
NMI Democrat and US Delegate Gregorio “Kilili” Camacho Sablan was also re-elected and ran
unopposed.

Nov 8, 2022. The race for 50% + began with Gubernatorial Candidates Governor Ralph Torres &
Senator Vinnie Sablan (REP) coming in first with 5,728 votes, Lieutenant Governor Arnold
Palacios, & Mayor David Apatang (IND) in second with 4,890 votes, and Representative Tina
Sablan & Representative Leila Staffler (DEM) in third with 4,132 votes. The tandems of
Torres/Sablan (REP) and Arnold/Dave (IND)would advance to compete in the runoff election on
Nov 24.
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ELECTED NMI DEMOCRATS
118th United States Congress & 23rd Commonwealth Legislature

CNMI SENATE

CNMI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Sen. Celina R. 
Babauta
Saipan

Sen. Edith Deleon 
Guerrero
Saipan

Rep. Diego Vincent F. 
Camacho
Precinct 1

Rep. Edwin K.
Propst 

Precinct 1

Rep. Vicente C.
Camacho 
Precinct 3 

Rep. Denita K. 
Yangetmai 
Precinct 3 

Nov 16, 2022. Gubernatorial Candidates Tina Sablan and Leila Staffler (DEM) met with
Lieutenant Governor Arnold Palacios and Mayor Apatang (IND) for the historic signing of their
UNITY pledge. Tina and Leila also endorsed Arnold and Dave while publicly requesting that
all of their voters and supporters vote for Arnold and Dave in the upcoming runoff election.
All candidates running under our Democratic banner also vowed to vote for change while
encouraging their friends, families, and supporters to vote again on Nov 24.

Nov 24, 2022. With effective outreach and encouragement from our NMI Democrats along
with supporters near and abroad Lieutenant Governor Arnold Palacios and Mayor Apatang
(IND) defeated Governor Ralph Torres, and Senator Vinnie Sablan. It was a landslide victory
of 7,394 votes versus 6,263 votes for a voter turnout of 13,657.
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Congressman 
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