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August 12, 2016

Federal Elections Commission,
Office of General Counsel

999 E Street, N.W.,
Washington D.C. 20463

Re: C00622928

Request for Advisory Opinion regarding the Ohio Green Party PAC

To whom it may concern,

This is in response to your letter dated August 10, 2016, informing the Green Party that we need to seck
an advisory opinion regarding whether the Green Party of Ohio meets the definition and requirements
of a State Committee. This letter is hereby requesting that advisory opinion.

As a State Committee, we are responsible for the day-to-day operation of the Green Party at the State
level. The bylaws state that the organization performs functions such as endorsing political candidates,
and it sets out a process for this as well as a Statewide organizational plan. We believe the bylaws,
therefore, meet the requirement of 2 U.S.C 431(15) and 11 CFR 100.14. Additionally, as a political
party, we are an association, committee or organization which nominates candidates for Federal office,
and we run candidates whose names will appear on the election ballot as the candidate of such
association, committee or organization. Dr. Jill Stein, the Green Party's candidate for President, has
received or expended in excess of $5,000.00 for her campaign in 2016 and 2012. Accordingly, she
fulfills the definition of a “candidate” for the purposes of 2 U.S.C. 431(2).

Attached to this letter, please find a copy of the bylaws for this organization. Additionally, we are
attaching documentation from the Ohio Secretary of State's office showing some of the activities of the
Green Party of Ohio which support the claim that the Green Party is a recognized political party for the
purposes of the FEC.

Ohio Secretary of State Directive 2016-26, Chapter 13, Section 1.03 describes the requirements for
minor political parties in Ohio. The Directive requires that “In 2014, a political party whose candidate
for governor received less than 20 percent but not less than two percent of the total vote cast for that
office at the 2014 general election remains a minor political party for a period of four years after
meeting these requirements.” In the 2014 election, Anita Rios, the Green Party candidate for
Governor, received 3.33% of the vote, ensuring minor party status for the next 4 years after that
election. http://www.sos.state.oh.us/sos/elections/Research/electResultsMain/2014Results.aspx
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The Green Party of Ohio is recognized as an affiliate by the Green Party of the US, the National Green
Party. The Green Party of Ohio sent delegates to the National Green Party Convention in Houston, TX
August 4-7, 2016; the delegates were properly credentialed and the Ohio delegates took part in voting
for and choosing the US Presidential Candidate.

On August 10, 2016, Secretary of State Jon Husted recognized that the Green Party properly certified
its candidates for President and Vice-President for the upcoming November 2016 election:
http://www.sos.state.oh.us/sos/mediaCenter/2016/2016-08-10-a.aspx Accordingly, Jill Stein and her
running mate Ajamu Baraka will appear on the ballot as candidates for President and Vice-President
this November.

Currently, the Ohio Green Party has active candidates running for local and Federal offices, including
Constance Gadell-Newton for Ohio State Representative, Joe DeMare for U.S. Senate, Bob Fitrakis for
Franklin County Prosecutor and Joe Manchik for U.S. House of Representatives from Ohio's 12%
District. Additionally, we will be gearing up for party building activities this fall to support our
Presidential candidate Dr. Jill Stein and meet the threshold for continued party status.

If you have any further inquiries or require other information, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,

Orvunie (aded Ly endf o

Constance Gadell-Newton
Robert J. Fitrakis
Co-Chairs

Ph.(o4-28%-10%
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RECEIVED

FEDERAL ELECTION
COMINSSION
s e 3] PHOB: 20 RQ-1
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSIDN
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463
RA August 10, 2016

JASON M. BLEIM, TREASURER
OHIO GREEN PARTY PAC
1021 E BROAD STREET

COLUMBUS, OH 43205 Response Due Date

IDENTIFICATION NUMBER: C00622928 09/14/2016

REFERENCE: STATEMENT OF ORGANIZATION

Dear Treasurer:

This letter is prompted by the Commission's preliminary review of the report(s)
referenced above. This notice requests information essential to full public disclosure of
your federal election campaign finances. Failure to adequately respond by the
response date noted above could result in an audit or enforcement action.
Additional information is needed for the following 1 item(s):

- Your Statement of Organization indicates in Line 5(d) that you are a state
committee for the Green Party. A state committee is defined as the organization
which, by virtue of the bylaws of a political party, is responsible for the day to
day operation of such political party at the state level, as determined by the
Commission. (52 U.S.C. §30101(15) (formerly 2 U.S.C. §431(15)))

Please be advised that before using the contribution limits and/or statutes
applicable for state parties, your committee must petition the Commission in
the form of an advisory opinion to determine if it satisfies the criteria for state
party status. (See Advisory Opinion 2002-10on the FEC website at
http://www.fec.gov)

Please note, you will not receive an additional notice from the Commission on this
matter. Adequate responses must be received by the Commission on or before the due
date noted above to be taken into consideration in determining whether audit action will
be initiated. Failure to comply with the provisions of the Act may also result in an
cnforcement action against the committee. Any response submitted by your committee
will be placed on the public record and will be considered by the Commission prior to
taking enforcement action. Requests for extensions of time in which to respond will
not be considered.
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Electronic filers must file amendments (to include statements, designations and reports)
in an_electronic format and must submit an amended report in its entiretv. rather than
just those portions of the report that are being amended. If you should have any
questions regarding this matter or wish to verify the adequacy of your response, please
contact me on our toll free number (800) 424-9530 (at the prompt press 5to reach the
Reports Analysis Division) or my local number (202) 694-1133.

Sincerely,

Christopher Morse
298 Senior Campaign Finance Analyst
. Reports Analysis Division .
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http://wvrw.ohiogreens.org/bylaws

Bylaws

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS OF THE GREEN PARTY OF CHIO as required by the State of Ohio
- ORC 3517.02 Contents:

Preamble

[Article I - Name and Purpose]

[Article IT - Membership and Party Organizations]

[Article III - Decision-Making Bodies, Executive Committee, Functionaries, and Recall]
[Article IV - Required Meetings]

[Article V - Transparency and Internal Democracy]

[Article VI - Meeting Process, Agreement-Seeking, and Decision-Making Guidelines]
Preamble

We the people, in order to form a political party committed to Ecological Wisdom, Social Justice, Nonviolence and
Democracy, and according to the laws and customs of the State of Ohio, do hereby set forth the Constitution and
Bylaws of the Green Party of Ohio. The organization created by the adoption of this document replaces any
previous formation calling itself the Green Party of Ohio. The Green Party of Ohio is a political party that is
democratically structured. We seek to comply with state laws and organize along the lines of existing political
Jurisdictions within the state of Ohio. The purpose of this document is threefold:

L. To accurately describe the form of our political party in a way that facilitates its development,
organization and sustenance.

2. To satisfy the requirements of the Ohio Revised Code regarding political parties existing in the
State of Ohio.

3. To grant specific and limited authority to the various parts of the Green Party of Chio.

Article I - NAME AND PURPOSE

* A The name of this political party is the Green Party of Ohio (herein after GPOHIO).

* B. Mission Statement: The GPOHIO exists in order to focus the political power of the people to: -
preserve and restore viable ecosystems, - establish social justice and equity, - foster participatory
democracy, - promote and practice nonviolence as a means of conflict resolution, and - ensure the
rights of a community-based economic system for all people.

* C. Key Values The GPOHIO, like other Green Parties, is based on values. These values are: Ecological
Wisdom, Social Justice, Nonviolence, Grassroots Democracy, Community Based Economics, Respect
for Diversity, Decentralism, Personal and Global Responsibility, Feminism and Future Focus.
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Article I1 - MEMBERSHIP AND PARTY ORGANIZATIONS '~

A. Membership in the GPOHIO shall include:

B L

1. Qualified electors who vote in the primary elections of the GPOHIO.

Qualified electors who have signed a Declaration of Candidacy petition for a Green Party
candidate. ; ’

- Political candidates whoe run as candldates of the Green Party, whether or not these candidates

are endcrsed by the GROHIO. or its parts.

B. Green Party Orgamzatlons ahgned with the GPOHIO shah 1nclude

1.

State (deﬁned accordmg to Oth State Board of Educatmn District boundaries) and county

. committees.elected by direct voté :ov\fr party members in even-numbered year primary elections

. which have agreed to be organized according to these bylaws and the constitution of the

GPOHIO. ) - . , ,
Central comm1ttees and the1r members, spef‘lﬁc issue committees and task forces which are

. created by and accountable to the GPOHIO. Convention and State and/or County Central

s ommittees. ,Only ajﬁllg;\,teq members. of the GPOHIO as defined in Article II, Section A shall be
 eligible to serve on State and Cqﬁnty Central Committees..

C. All PACs, Candidate Committees, etc., are considered separate from and unaffiliated with the GPOHIO.

Article III - DECISION-MAKING BODIES, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, FUNCTIONARIES, AND

RECALL

A. Decision-Making Bodies

1.

3.

The highest decision- makmg body of the GPOHIO is the part of the Ohxo electorate that votes
in the Green Party primary: i ‘

' The Convention, consisting of affiliated merabers of the GPOHIO pursuant to current Ohio

law, is empowered to set broad goals, objectives and policies, ratify the platform, elect
représentatives and delegates; etidotse candidates in the naiié of the GROHIO, adopt and
modify: this Constitution and: Bylaws .and allow for réview of the petformance of the State and
County Central: Committees. -

Central Comimiitees of Minor Political Parties i Ohio

» a. State and County Central Comimittee members shall be elected at primaries in even-
numbered years ac¢ording to the Green Party of Ohio Statewide Organizational Plan
« ratified this date, January 23, 2010 and contdined within Appendix I of this
Constitution and Bylaws. Modified on Feb. 15, 2014.
* b. The State Central Committee reserves the right to prepare the platform ratification
process and candidate endorsement and presidential elector selection process and
selection process for national Green Party delegates to be used at the State Convention,
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and to interpret, strategize and implement plans for achieving the goals, objectives and
policies set by the State Conven}mn This includes the raising and e:ﬂ)endl,ng of funds,
towards these ends in the-nawme of the JG‘POH’[(? the endorsement of activities by, =
the participation in coalitions by the Green Party of Ohio; the continued formation,
development, and sustenance of the Green Farty o,f Ohio;, the cultn{gtmn and
nomination of future and present candidates for oﬂice mcludmg the endorsement of
these carididateslinthehatne of thecState:Central Comimittels; thie appointment of non-
* votitig-special:advisors. or obsetversithéniphivlding of and the‘implerentation of the
Constitution and Bylaws of the GPOHIO, including making réecsmmenidations to the
Convention for their irnprovement; and therépresentation and: aélvoeacy of the
GPOHIO in all of its affairs. Endorseitients 8FState and Pédéral candidates shall be
made by the GPOHIO State Central Committee. or, Canvention, Additionally, the State
Central Committee shall be respon31ble for the advancement of Green values,
recraitmentt of AW party’ nefibers, ‘mpowerment of the niembership, and the
establishiriierit of subcomniitteddand isdie Sothmitteés hs ‘agreéd to by its members. The
Staté CentralFCommittee may chobse to-delegate tasks fos which it'i 1s responsrble to
subcommittees as necessary, however ultimate responsibility for ca:rrylng out these
tasks i§ riontratisferable and remaiifs tHe Stats'Centfat Comimttee s/Mémbers of the
State Central Commiftee shall'nlot be ﬂersfmaﬂy liable for monetarﬁ damages for any
“action‘taken, or ‘any failure to: take aﬂy actmn to’'thé fullest’ extent permltted by law.
The GPOHIO shall'idemnify any méfiber'of thé State Cenitral Cémmittee to the
. fullest extentofthe law, . g, T R i o Baelads % L0 ;

* C Ofﬁaals to be chosen by the State Central Commlttee Co- Chalrpersons Secretary,
and Treasurer.

g B . P 8 iy

CORTTYROR IET A SR TITGTAY 008 THANEOTL Vi -
B. Executive Committee
1. The Co-Chairpersons are responsible for arranging the bringing together of participants,
possible agenda-items; miscellaneoys.details, of a meetmg, and the other functidnaries,
especially a facilitator. .0y s o o
2. The GPOHIO Secretary is; responsible for Jaintaining the current maah:ng hsts of all Green
Party County.Central Committees-and- theiramembers; State. Central Commiftee members, etc.
The lists of State Central Committee members, Party Officials; and Green- -Party County Central
Committees must be maintajned on the nternet Web page andsmust be made-available to

members upon request.

3. The Treasurer is legally responsible for keeping detailed records of everything received or
given, providing reports to the Convention:and State Central Committee and filing campaign
finance reports as required by state law, The State Central Committee shall indemnify the
Treasurer to the fullest extent of the law.:(There may be treasurers of Green Party County
Central Committees who are responsible for the record keeping and reporting activities of that
particular organization.)
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C. Functionaries.: . - 4

1. The Facilitator/Co-Facilitator conducts the process of the meetlng al the dwcz etlon of the meeting

participants. Their primary task is the orchestration of the flow of mput mto the meetmg The facilitator is
never the presenter of an agenda item. Thelr role is (hteral]y) to make it easuer for the group to express its
ideas and identify agreement on issues.

B

Tasks include: T TR A ENEAIE SITE, RO Tor B it

* a. calling the group back to the agenda,

b. keeping member comments short and to the point,

* .c.restating comments for clarity as needed,

d. applying various processes and rules when appropriate, and

*. e being attentive to the needs and input of the timekeepers, minute takers, process observers,
starting and stoppmg the meetlng on time, and generally keeping things moving along at a timely
pace

i R
e ARRY

Facilitators must remain nonpartlsan and ob]ectlve If they perceive a conflict of interest or become emotionally
charged by a partxcuiarly intense exchange or agenda itern, they should allow a co-facilitator or other acceptable
meeting participant to facilitate the meetmg The Fa(:lhtator may be remmred from the position at any time by the
agreement of the meetm.g pa:tlcrpants

2. The Recording Secretary is responsible for assuring the recording the proceedings of the meéting, noting all
decisions:as separate “minutes,’ and for produclng a writtezn copy of the. minutes and a summary of the content
of major discussions for distribution to the group: : ‘ '

;

¢ a. at the time of a decision by the group, the Recording Secretary should read out loud a written
eopy 6f the tentative agreement; > ANk )

* b. a copy of the list of attendeés, ‘minittes and sur'nrxrar}‘; of gach Cenveﬁtign and State Central
Commiiftee Meeting §hall be mailed td'each mexniber of the State Central Committee and to each
Green Party County Central Comimittee and this ré¢ord shall be posted on the Internet Web site;

* ¢. costs incurred and environmental impact shall be minimized by using electronic communication

" twhere possible, a hard copy shall be maintained by the Secretary and provided at cost to any
member upon request; and i

e d.a proposal that is submitted to the group should be written in its final form including

amendments, clarifications and refinements, and given to the Secretary for inclusion in the
minutes. This guarantees that all agreed upon items get included and frees the minute taker for
other duties. '

3. Other offices as determined, including but not limited to Corresponding Secretary, Press and Media
Secretary, Membership Chairperson, Auditor, Parliamentarian, Issue Campaign Chairpersons, etc.)

D. Recall of the Members of State and County Central Committees including Executive Committee Members

1. Individual members of the State Central Committee may be recalled by the other members of the
State Central Committee or by the Convention. Individual members of County Central Committees
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may be recalled by the other members of the County Central Committee, by the State Central
Committee, or by l!}e Convention. Members of the committee must be avallable durmg the requu:ed
meeting agenc!la time allotted fm 1ew_ew 011 their actmtles and | Io. questtons f'rom the parnmpauts. _
or face reeal] or probatmn . e "_‘h o Sl 4 ® 3
2. 75% of the’ par t1c1pants voting for recaﬂtremdv‘és?he cun{mlrtee member frnm the commjttee o
3. 66-2/3% of participants voting for recall places the committée member on probahon untll the next
required meeting. No State Cenlral Committee member while on probation may be an’official:of the

GPOHIO.

Article IV - REQUIRED MEETINGS _ S

A. This Constitution and Bylaws will go into effect upon ratificationst the. ]aﬂuaify 23,2010 Green Party of

\

Ohio Convention. - T B T B e LR T S AL

B. Biennial Convention - the GPOHIO Shall méet’ once every tvo yeats in drder to nominate ot endorse
candidates, ratify platform positions; initiatd ‘projects and issue ca’mpalgns modlfy the Constltutxon and
Bylaws, review the performance of the State Central Committee, etc.

1. At the convention 1mméd1dtely prior to the gubernatorlal electlon the meetmg shall mclude the
ratification of a'state platform “the rafLﬁcahon of pIaEfoun proposals to a nahonal conventlon ancl
the endorsement of candidates for Govemor Lt Governor and other statew1de oﬂlces as necessary

2. At the convention immediately prior to the presidential election the meetmg shall include the
ratification of platform proposals to a;national convention, the:endorsement of presidential and.
vice pres1dent1al candidates.and otherssas necessary;-and:the selection of presidential electors. and
delegates to the national convention of the Green-Rarfy. - =t ~¢auie 1~ e

C. Central Committee Meetings - ORC 3517.03, 5317.14, 3517.05, 3517.06 (Also see Appendix I)

1. At the first; meeting of the State and County: Lentral Committees asrequired by the Green Party of
Ohio Statewide Orgamzatlonal Plan contained in Appendu( I, each.committee shall proceed to
orga.mze by the selectmn of such ofﬁcmls .ag these rules provide. .« -

2. A majorlty of the members of a State or Qounty Central Comrmttee shall_ constltute a quorum and
shall have the authm ity to conduct the business. of the Committee, unless otherwise provided
herein or by law ey . i y

3. In case of vacancaes due to death remgnanon. fall,ure to elect Qr remova.l from the county or
district from which a State or County Central Comm1ttee member was elected the State or County
Central Committee shall fill the vagancy for the unexpired term by a majonty vote of the
committee, 'Ihe Green Party County Central Commxttee(s) exlstmg wnthm the jurisdiction in which
a vacancy occlirs may choose to appomt gtate Cent;ei Comrmttee members to be accepted by the
State Central Committee by mijority vote.

4. All changes in the membership of State or County Central Committees shail be f)romptly reported
to the Local County Board of Elections and the Secretary of State. These lists will be open for

inspection at all times when the offices where they are filed are open. (See ORC 3517.06)
Article V- TRANSPARENCY AND INTERNAL.DEMOCRACY

A. All required meetings and records of required meetings; decisions, and finances'of the GPO™ID and Green
Party County Central Committees shall be open to the members of the GPOHIO, the medla and the general
public.
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B. Parficipation in task force and project meetings may be limited to the active members of those groups only
to the extent required to-protect the strategic in:terests of the GPOHIQ. -

C. Notices of all meetings of the GPOHIO and the State and C ounty Central Comm1ttees must be posted
publicly on the Internet Web site at least one week in advance,

i, PR Liv B0 i (P
1. Written notice of all meetings must be given by the Chairperson to.each of the affiliated Green
. Party County Central Committees and to each of thie State or County Central Committee members
- and members-eleet at least five days prior to the meeting by e-mail or, if necessary, US Mail.
2. These notices must include the date, time and place of the meeting. 3. At such time as the GPOHIO
is recognized as a major political party, notice must be posted in the office of the Secretary of State
. or County Board of Elections, as the case may be.

Article VI - MEETING PROCESS AGREEMENT—SEEKING AND DECISION MAKING GUIDELINES

A. Process - "Agreement—seekmg with a: fallbark vote" decision- malung process shall be used by all parts of the
GPOHIO - see the process manual for a more detailed description.

B. Order of Busmess

1. Seating and Introductlons Everyone should pomtlon themselves whereVLr they feel most comfortable in a
circle (the preferred configuration for effective communication) and introduce themselves, stating their names,
the group they belong to, and other relevant information such as their status at the meeting, i.e., delegate,
representatlve obﬁerver etc

2. Agenda Rev1ew a tentatwe agenda should be assembled by the: Chalrperson including each item's title, the
presenter's name, type of item (report; decision, brainstorm, etc.) and the item's time limit. In addition, there
might be more than one facilitator during the meeting which should be listed alongside the items, and an
indication, of the priority of items or their numerical order. At the beginning of each meetirig, the agenda may
be reviewed by the meeting participants and altered. However, acceptance of the.agenda implies a
commitment to follow it.

3. Agenda Items: -

. “a. Reports - The’ Chalrperson(s) Secretary and Treasurer must submit ertten reports at each State

" Central Committee meetmg Persons representing the GPOHIO at any meetmg or convention must
submit written reports to the Secretary including the votes cast on behalf of the GPOHIO.

* b. Proposals - In order to be considered at the Convention a proposal must be sponsored by the
State Central Committee, a member of the GPOHIQ State Central Committee’s Executive
Committee, or a County Central .Committes.

° c. Constitutional Amendments and Changes to the Bylaws - Constitutional amendments and
changes to the bylaws may only be made by an agreement or 66-2/3% vote of the Convention or a
mail referendum of the delegates responding from affiliated Green Party County Central
Committees. Proposed amendments and changes must be circulated to all registered Green Party
County Central Committees at least six weeks in advance of the regularly scheduled meeting of the
Convéntiori or referendum response deadline.

* d. Review of State Central Committee activities — Agenda time may be allotted for accountability of

the members of the State Central Committee.

4. Allowable interruptions during the course of a discussion:
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# . a. If a participant has information unknown tohe testof the group-thatds imiediately relevant
and necessary to what a spéa'ce: ‘s saying,-that participant should interrupt by saying '"POINT OF
INFORMATION!" The facilitator should then alluw that partlc‘!.pa\nt fo briefly and concisely present
their strictly informational, non- oplmorxated 1rfput F0H0w1ng the mte1 ruptmn the regula:

Ay, igeS

sequence cof discussion is resumed.
*. - b. If a pasticipant is urclezr aboub.whathas beesaid.or Wwhit 15"going: oii’and thterrupts with
“POINT OF CLARITY," the facilitator 'nigy duspend-disciission briefly torréspondto that
- participant's question. If the facilitatoris unableito:clear'npithe corifusion, ariother participant may
- be recognized to briefly offer the necéssary infortmation - This:allows the participant séeking clarity
to be brought up to speed so their input:canbe:indludedin the ‘ongoing:disenssion. Once the issue
is resolved, or reasonable effort has been expended. frying to- do'so; the'facilitator should direct the
group back to the regular Ssquience of dxscus§:on y ipk o i L
* ¢ The call for "POINT OF PROCESS" should come from any part1c1pant Who sees a problem “
develcping dueto:the pracess’breakdown. Oneé recoghized by thetfacilitatof; the participant should
briefly indicate what "point of procgssteistinvolved (suck as an imperiding tire lindit, straying from

the topic, dealing with a non-agenda item, etc.) and offer a proposed solution. T S—

* d. Recall - A proposal may be made from the floor to recall a Central Commlttee member. This
moticn takes precedeinée overany other agehda itém and upan ‘the motiofy b‘emg tade; tfe'f group
does not seek agreement ‘on this decision but's moves d1rect1y o a' vote todefer the decmon ét {6

vote ori theiquestion. . » 15 = . witert o

i an el P
5. "Calling The Question" may occur when the facilitator or any participant of the meeting feels that

discussion is'complete. and no new inptitiis forthconiing; s7he may day "call'the c[iiééfieﬁ ! Hifisa éimplé ‘and
clear proposal or decision, the facilitator may briefly réstatesit; chedk to'sée if there'is gerieral. agreemenf on
calling the question;.and ask "Is.there any ¢all for darification?” IPthere is rio ‘call for claFifidation; the *
facilitator will-ask!Is thete any call,for ¢oncern?" If there are Heither further questlo'ns Of concerns; thie
facilitator may ask the group to indicate their agréement] =~ .~ s st oo e

6. Proposals may come complete from a single author, group, committee, or may be forme‘:ciz througfl‘ discussion
and brainstorming during the meeting. In general, detailed or complicated proposals should be## Writing dand
circulated prior to the meeting. During discussion of a parlu:ulm item, a "sense of the meetlpg" often emerges
that can be put into words. When a partu:ipant feels that 1t would be helpful s/he should state their
understanding of the "sense of the meeting” as a pufposal A presentex should have the proposal written out
for clarity.

Niggrof g > g s RPN O DI ST N
b 1 S S S LNt & 2 ST 250000

7. Seeking Agreement - Participants should*cleafly ‘indicagetheir- pcismon either with body ldnguage or vocally
so that the facilitator has no difficulty determining the sénse:of the meetmg; ;

¢ a. Call For Clanﬁcatlon The facﬂltator or rmnute taker w1ll state the pgopcsal and ask if there is
any call for clarification. Queqhons about the proposal are answeréd durmg this part of the process,
concerns are saved for later discussion. Once lhe group is satlsﬁed that the proposal is clearly
understood the famhtator Wlll ask if there is any call for goncern. -

* b. Call For Concerns - The facxhtator or minute taker Wlll restate ;he proposal and ask if there is
any call for concern regarding the proposal. A concern is a statement of how the proposal as stated
might conflict with the group's stated purpose and shared values. The f_acil_'itator will recognize
those who have concerns, distill their concerns into short phrases and a co-facilitator or scribe may
list them on a blackboard or easel. Listing concerns in this manner helps the group focus on the
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concern, not the presenter or the person raising the concern. Concerns should be impersonal. After
all the concerns have been hsted the fac111tator will deal with each in turn to reselve the concerns
__ through group dlSCHSSlOI’l and friendly. amenqu;nt :
¢. Indicating Agreement - It there; are no QUQStLQnS’EQI'zCanefils;i5a‘t€St for agreement is made where
the facilitator may ask for an action by the group to indicate their AGREEMENT. The facilitator
should then move the group on to the next item. If there are further questions and concerns,
" discussion’should continue, ‘or if: tirhe has rir ‘Out; the group'should move on to the next item or
contract for more time. T more complicated decisions and for issués which may require exact
understanding of the proposal, the Secretary or minute taker should be prepared to read the
proposal to the group prior to testing for agreement. -
d. Group Resolution - Concerns are resolved as the proposal is explained or changed to address
them. To make agreemeént more casily attainable, it may be possible for a participant havihg
difficulty accepting a proposal to offer a "friendly amendment” that expands somewhat on the
original idea or changes it to a minor degree in a manner that satisfactorily addresses their
concerns without altering the "sense of the meeting" on the issue. If Aaccepted by the presenter and
the group, the friendly amendment should be worded into the proposal being discussed. If, after
further discussion, the proposal seems:satisfactory, it should be carefully restated and the facilitator
should call the question. The accepted proposal with amendments should be written down by the
- Secretary and confirmed by the presenter in its final form for inclusion in the minutes.
e. Standing Aside - If, after reasonable discussion and exploration, the group cannot resolve the
concerns through friendly amendments, the facilitator should try to determine the depth of the
" concerris. The facilitator will ask if those with concerns will "stand aside” to allow the group to
reach "agreement.” The individuals who "stand aside" from the decision may be noted in the
minutes with their reasons recorded, Many decisions can be made in this way without resorting to
Votlng and without harmful consequences to the group. However, 1f a large percentage of the group
s "standing aside," the rest of the group should weigh the consequences of making the decision
wuhout the support and inclusion of those who are "standing aside.” 'i"

f. Withdrawal of the Proposal - If those with concerns are not willing to stand aside from the
decision, the facilitator will ask the presenter if s/he will withdraw the proposal or the part of the

. proposal which is causing concern so that agreement may be reached. If not, the proposal can.be
delegated to a committee of resolution. i

g. A Comnmittee of Resolution may be formed which includes skilled representatives of all sides of
the issue who are acceptable to all members of the larger group. They may meet during a break or
temporarily withdraw from the larger group, which should then occupy itself with some other
telatively minor issue, and attempt to ¢othe to agreément. The resolution this committee develops

" may then bé carried back to the larger group and introduced for discussion and approval. It may be
necessary to reconvené the smaller group for fiirther attempts at achieving a workable solution

before agréement can be reached.

8. The fallback vote to defer decision/vote - If the committee of resolution of the group absolutely cannot reach

agreement, and it is determined that a decision must be made at the particular meeting, the facilitator will call

for the group (votmg members only) to vote on whether or not. to defer the issue. If the vote to defer passes by

50% + 1, then a decision on the item is postponed for consideration at a future meeting. If the vote to defer

does not pass, the facilitator then calls for a vote on the proposal. If the search for agreement through this

process is unsuccessful, a group decision may be made by taking a vote on the issue. If the voting members or

delegates vote to accept or reject the particular proposal (66-2/3% on substantive issues and changes to the
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Constitution and Bylaws, 50% +1 on procedural issdes) the decision becomes binding and is entered into the
minutes with a record of votes for and dgainst, including abstentions. This means of decision-making should
be used only as a last resort and it can be percéived 4s'dh dbandchmérit of the prmctples of the consensus

model of decision-making; Sometlrnes\ with pressure of timeand s ‘sense of'i urgency, the group may vote on
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much of its.agenda.'

9. Evaluation If the pmcecs is to unprove th,ere mubt‘ be an, b;v;portun:ty to review, what went on and why,
and a time to suggest ways to make it: work, better next:-time. Eor a large group,the scribe can-make a list on a
blackboard or a large sheet of newsprint that the wheole:group ean: sge. Headings should be placed at the top: a
"-" on the left side, and a "+" on the right side. In. braj,nstorrmng,fashlon and without-argumentation or
discussion, the group should create a list of all the things that did not work well under the "-" and of all the
things that did go well under"+" After hstmg, -the group should briefly discuss how, to itmprove those items
listed under "-" and, where necessary, ways-of mamtammg the-iterns. Suggestmns and hstmgs should be

included in the minutes, Agreed To January,.23,20140. Ly e T s TrpR s 0 e Daside
(Cy Ohio (,reen Party Endorsemenf Pohcy Adopted by OGP Conventlon on February 15 2014

(1) This Endorsement Policy is mtended toiprovide camd1date arid issue endorsement paraiieters to the Ohio
Green Party State Central Committee; all:Ohio Gounty Central Commiittéss; snd all individiial members of
either body [collectively the“Central: CommltteES "], all of swhom aré expected t6 compliFwith this
Endorsement Policy. Ch o Rt R TR g wRe R Ly HERAE HLUA

AL T

(2) “Endorsement” means pubhcly supportmg or recomméndmg the electmn of a candldate for political office
or recommending the passage or defeat of a ballot issue. . i

¥

(3) Endorsements given by a Central Commlttee afé eonsidered the bfﬁcuil posrtlon of the Ohlo Green Party.

S .OAJ'i-A

(4)A County Central Commrttee may only issue, endorselnqnts related to candldates and ballot issues in its
county. The State Central Comnuttee may issue. endorsements related torany, and all statewrde and federal
elections [Article ITI(A)(2)(b)] and ballot issues as well as endorsements on county specifie.candidates and
ballot i issues if there is no functlonmq county cent:a.l comlmttee in the county el 20T ot

(5) For purposes of this Endorsement Policy “Grésr Party Candlda‘te -medn$ ariy of the foHOng a political
candidate who is running as a candidate of the Green Party?'ifi‘a Hion-partisan face a'cafidlidate who is a
current member in good standing of the Green P&rty, ofy & writesin candidate who 1s ‘a current member in good

standing of the Green Party g, :jg- Sl Brdlee srodderraet B w28 Lomiie s v e B

1 I there is a Green Party cand:dat,e 1n the rqp\e CentLaLCommlttees my only endorse that candidate
unless that candldate has been spec1ﬁcally dlsavowed by.a Central Committee; in which case an
endorsement may be 1ssued as long as if cumplres with the remainder of this policy.

2. In partisan races Green Party Central Committees may not endorse a member of ariy other
recognized political party.

3. In non-partisan races with no Green Pdrty Candidate the Central Commrttees may endorse
candidates as long as there is no mention of the endorsed candrda*;. s political party and the
candidate does not publicly identify herself or hlmSelf as'a member of another tecognized political

party.

(6) Subject to Sections 1-5 above Central Committees may endorse non-Green Party candldates as long as the
endorsement complies with the remaining prov1s10ns of this Endorsement Policy.
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(7) Central Committee endorsements related to ballot issues may be granted after the Central Commiittee holds
at least one {1) properly convened public meeting-withi public notice:that at the meeting the Central
Committee intends to consider the-hallotissus endeorsdment During the meeting the ballot issue must be
discussed and debated prior to an endorsement decision: by the Central Cormmittee.

(8) Other than Gréen Party Presidential and ’Vlce Pres;denhal candldates any candidate seeking an
endorsement must appear for a public discussion/interview with the Central Coraniittee consxdenng the
endorsement, with public notice prov1ded consistent with 't & Ohio'Green' Party Bylaws Durlng the
discussion/interview the candidate seekmg the CGreen Party endorsement must affirm his or her commitment
to the Green Party key values and be able to demonstrate that commitment via past, current or promised
actions consistent with the key values. If granted the Central Committee’s endorsement reasoning shall be put
into writing. If the candidate receiving the endorsement disagrees with, or has acted inconsistently with, any
Green Party key values the Central Committee must set forth a written analysis explaining both the
endorsement benéfits and potent;al endorsement detnments with an explanauon of why the Central
Committee believes the benefits outwelgh the detririents. :

(9) A Counity Central Committee or State Central Committee member may request that the State Central
authorize endorsing a candidate not otherwise permltted to be endorsed under this Endorsement Policy. The
State Central Committee may grant an Endorsement Folxcy exceptlon lt Lhere isa compelhng justification that

W

is dlscussed and approved by the State Central Comn'uttee
Appendlx I Green Party of Ohlo Statew1de Orgamzatlonal Plan

Thie Green Party of Ohio, being recognized as a mmo‘r ‘political party in the State of Ohio will at its first
opportunity elect state central committee members and county cenitral committee members through election
in the Ohio Prlmary Election to be conducted on May 4,2010, and in each subsequent statewidé primary.
Election of State Central Committee Members The candidates will be élected within and représent the districts
currently drawn along the boundaries of Ohio’s 11 (eleven) State Board of Education Districts. At the primary
election to be held May 4 2010; and in each subsequent statew1de prnnary, Candldates will be found qualified if
they K LOE

1) Are qualiﬁed electors properly residing w1t}un the district they seek.to nep;;esentj ’

2) Submit a valid declaration of candidacy 'and petition for candidate to the Board of Elections in the most
populous county or partdcounty within the district by 4pn1 Feb’ruary 18, 2010, or within the appointed deadline
to appeat on the ballot in any subsequeit’ ‘statewide primary. Recognizirig that candidates of newly formed
political parties may'seek election as a memiber of a newly formed political party regardless of prior party
affiliation, all candidacies for these elected positions in this election will be considered valid for this purpose.
Election of state central committee members at future primary elections in even numbered years, will require
candidates to be affiliated members of the Green Party of Ohio pursuant to current Ohio law and in full
compliance with Ohio requirements for candidates for this party office. It is the intent of this plan to elect four
state central committee members from each district, including at least one man and at least one woman. If
sufficient numbers of potential candidates reflecting required gender equity do not file declarations of
candidacy and petitions for candidates then that gender specific seat shall be held unfilled. The elected term of
state central committee members shall commence six days after certification of election by the Board of
Elections in the most populous county of the district and expire two years later or six days after certification of
the next primary election held in even-numbered years, whichever is longer. Vacancies may be filled by a
majority vote of state central committee members, as provided in Article IV, Section C.2 of the Green Party of
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Chio’s bylaws and in accordance with current Ghio law.' Upon election and certification by the Boards of
Elections in.the most populous county in ‘each: district; the riewly elected state central committee will in'not -
less thau 10 days nor in notmere than 15 daysmestiand elect two'thairpersons, one man arid ons wenian, a° -
secretary and a treasurer. The party officers: will serve’ at the:pleasure of the state'eéntial committess Within 30
days of the election, the party’s secretary will file the names and addresses of the state central committee. and
party officers with the Secretary of State. Elertmn of County Central Comrmttee Members Fur thermore this
plan provides for the creation of county central committees, requlrmg eommlttee persons to also be elected to
those positions at the primary election i in even- numbered years. The candlda[;es will be elected W1thm and
represent the county in which they seek election at the prlmary elect1on tobe held May 4 2010 (‘andldates ‘
will be found qualified if they: . T S N,

W i S b Phed

1) Are qualified electors properly residing within the county they seek téi represen‘ SRy DL (e

,,,,,,,

2) Submit a valid declaration of candrdacy to the County Board of Electlons by 4pm Eebrua.ry 18 2010 or :
within the appointed deadline to appear on the ballot i in any partlsan prlmary

Recognizing that candidates of newly formed political parties may seek election as a member of a newly
formed political party regardless of prior party affiliation, all candidacies for these elected party pos1tlons in_
this election will be considered valid for this purpose. Election of county central camrmttee members at future
primary elections in even numbered years will require candldates to be affiliated members of the G;een Party
of Ohio pursuant to current Ohio law and in full compliance with Ohio requlrements for candidates for this
party office. It is the intent of this plan to elect a maximuiit 6f 15¢otnty cournty cofamittee membersper -
county, when three are at least 5 candidates, no more than 60% may be of any gender. If sufficient numbers of
potential candldates reﬂectmg required gender eqmtv do not file declaratlons of eandldacy then that gender
specific seat shall be held unfilled. Electlon of county central comnnttee members shall be conducted in- each
county in the state. The elected term of county committee members sha]] commence six. days after rertlﬁcatlon
of election by the Board of Electlons and expire two years later or six days after certlﬁcatlon of the next .
primary election held in even numbered years, whlchever is, longer Vacanc1es may be, ﬁlled by.a majorlty vote
of county central committee members, as provided in Article IV, Section C.2 of the Green Party of Ohio’s
bylaws and in accordance with current Ohio law. Upon election and certification by the Board of Elections the

4

newly elected county committee will in not less than 16 days rior in not moré than'i5 days theet “and €lect two
chairpersons, one man and one woman, a secretary and a treasurer. Within 30 days of the election, the county
committee secretary will file the names and addresses of the members of the county central committee and
committee officers with their County Board.of Elections. Adopted January 23, 2010 On behalf of the Creen
Party of Ohio Anita Rios Co- chairperson January 23,2010 David Berenson Co- chal.rperﬁ;on January 23, 2010
Timothy Kettler secretary January 23,2010 .. . ... ¢ ;.o
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Green Party of Ohio

1021 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43205
614-374-2380

August 8, 2016

Mr. Jon Husted

Ohio Secretary of State

180 Fast Broad Street 16™ floor
Columbus, Ohio 43215

Dear Secretary of State Jon Husted:

This letter is to certify to you, as the Ohio Secretary of State, the placement on the presidential
balfot of Ohio the following names as President and Vice President for the Ohio Green Party:
President: Jill Stein; Vice President: Ajamu Baraka.

'This certification is in accordance with Chapter 3505.10(B)(3). This is in accordance with both

the Ohio Green Party’s state and national conventions. The state convention was held on April 3,
2016 and the national Green Party convention was held Angust 4-7, 2016. The above referenced
candidates are certified in accordance with the rules of the Ohio Green Party and the Green Party
of the United States,

This certification as required by law designates the following presidential electors to satisty the
requirernents of Chapter 35035.10(B)(3).

R e

9.

10,
IS

12

-

13
f4.

15,

Phillip Mohorich, 170 East 192nd St., Euclid, Ol 44119
Constance Gadell-Newton, 1082 Fair Ave., Columbus, OH 43205
Tekla Taylor-Lagway, 5100 Kingshill Dr., Columbus, OH 43229
Gwen B, Marshall, 1417 Bereliff Ave,, Cincinnati, OH 45223
Donald L Rucknagel, 621 E. Mehring Way, Apt. 1209, Cincinnati, OH 45202
Dorsey R. Stebbins, 11625 Mount Holly Ct., Cincinnati, OH 45240
Jim Villant, 4966 Brookwood Rd., Boatdman, Ol 44512

Robert Fitrakis, 1021 Bast Broad St., Columbus, OH 43203
Suzanne Patzer, 1021 East Broad St,, Columbus, OH 43205
Stephen Caruso, 6463 Blacks Rd., SW Pataskals, OH 43062
Joseph DeMare, 517 South Main St., Bowling Green, OH 43402
Anita Rios. 2626 Robinwood Ave., Toledo, QH 43610

Nathanie! Lane, 331 Crestline Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45205

Kim Wise, 387 Amazon Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45220

Mary A Rios, 5611 Dennison Rd, Toleda, OH 43615

8- Ny 9l

LE 2 Hd
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16.  AdelaRios, 5611 Dennison Rd, Toledo, OI1 43615
17, Douglas Jambart Sweet, 808 Village Trail Rd., Maumee, OH 43537
18.  Connie Hammond, 166 Actor Road, Columbus, OH 43214

If there are any questions or concerns regarding this official cextification, please contact Robert

Fitrakis at 614-374-2380 or robexttitrakis@gmail.com.

Sincerely, WP R e
9 i —-\- ‘Qj\.-’?-l (R
{\C}Q?’Cz\j\ ¢ e

Cownty (padeeld NloyHon

<Sobo Jd%@\ - oAy

Robert J. Fitrakis, Ohio Green Party Co-Chair
Constance Gadell-Newton, Ohio Green Party, Co-Chair
Tekla Taylor-Lagway, Ohio Green Party Secretary
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NEWS RELEASE

MAJOR & MINOR POLITICAL PARTIES
CERTIFY CANDIDATES FOR OH!O BALLOT,
INDEPENDENT AND WRITE-IN
CANDIDATES FILE

August 10, 2016

COLUMBUS — Ohio Secretary of State Jon Husted
announced today that all recognized Major and Minor
Political Parties in Ohio have certified their candidates for
President and Vice President of the United States,
solidifying the parties’ place on Ohio's ballot in the
November 2016 Presidential General Election.

The Democratic National Committee:
Certified by Representative Marcia Fudge and Mayor
Stephanie Rawlings-Blake

For President of the United States: Hillary Rodham
Clinton

For Vice-President of the United States: Timothy
Michael Kaine

The Green Party of Ohio:
Certified by Green Party Co-Chairs Robert J. Fitrakis &
Constance Gadell-Newton )

For President of the United States: Jill Stein
For Vice-President of the United States: Ajamu Baraka

The Republican National Committee:
Certified by U.S. House Speaker Paul Ryan and
Convention Secretary Susie Hudson

For President of the United States: Donald J. Trump

For Vice-President of the United States: Michael R.
Pence

Today (90th day before the Presidential General Election)
also marked the filing deadline for independent candidates
for President and Vice President of the United States.

The following individuals have filed to run for
President (and Vice President) as an Independent
Candidate:

» Darrell Castle (V.P., Scott Bradiey)

« Richard Duncan (V.P., Ricky Johnson)

« Charles Earl (V.P., Kenneth Moellman, Jr.)

» Michael Steinberg (V.P., “Rocky” Roque De La
Fuente)

Secretary Husted will direct the county boards of elections
to validate the petitions and signatures of the independent
candidates by Friday, August 19, 2016.

The following individuals have filed to run for
President (and Vice President) as a Write-In Candidate

AORO019
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(deadline to file is August 29th):

o Michael Bickelmeyer (V.P, Robert Young)
e Ben Hartnell (V.P., Dave Marshall)
» Douglas Thomson (V.P., Thomas Ducro)

Pursuant to Section 3505.01 of the Ohio Revised Code,
the Secretary will certify the official form of the ballot no
later than August 30, 2016.

Additional Informatlon:

» Democratic National Committee Presidential
Nornination

« Republican National Committee Presidential
Nomination

« Green Party of Ohio Presidential Nomination
###
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NEWS RELEASE

Filed Presidential Candidates Primary Election
Candidates

As of the close of business Wednesday, December 186,
2015, the candidates below have filed with our office to
run in the 2016 Primary Election. Today (4:00pm) was
the filing deadline for anyone wishing to appear on the
ballot during the 2016 Primary Election,

For President of the United States* (listed in s
alphabetical order)
View the candidates’ filing documents here™™

e Jeb Bush, Republican

» Ben Carson, Republican

e Chris Christie, Republican
» Hillary Clinton, Democrat

» Ted Cruz, Republican

» Rogue “Rocky” De La Fuente, Democrat
o Carly Fiorina, Republican

e Lindsey Graham, Republican
* Mike Huckabee, Republican
» John Kasich, Republican

¢ Martin O'Malley, Democrat
e Rand Paul, Republican

e Marco Rubio, Republican

¢ Bernie Sanders, Democrat
= Rick Santorum, Republican
» Donald Trump, Republican
« Willie Wilson, Democrat

*This is a list of candidates who have filed with the
Secretary of State’s office. Certification of these
candidates’ filings must be done by January 5th
**Efectronic copies may not be available for all candidates
Continue to check the link above for updates.

For Member of the United States Senate from Ohio
(listed in alphabetical order, alongside their stated party
affiliation):

¢ Joseph DeMare, Green Party
s Don Elijah Eckhart, Republican
* Rob Portman, Republican

o Kelli Prather, Democrat

o P.G. Sittenfeld, Democrat

o Ted Strickland, Democrat

e Melissa Strzala, Republican

For Supreme Court of Ohio (listed in alphabetical order,
alongside their party affiliation and the position they wilt
seek). FTC stands for Full Term Commencing:

o Pat DeWine, Republican, Justice of the Ohio
Supreme Court (FTC 1/2/2017)

= Pat Fischer, Republican, Justice of the Ohio
Supreme Court (FTC 1/1/2017)

« Maureen O'Connor, Republican, Chief Justice of the
Ohio Supreme Court (FTC 1/1/2017)

» John P. O'Donnell, Democrat, Justice of the Ohio
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Supreme Court (FTC 1/1/2017)

e Colleen O'Toole, Republican, Justice of the Ohio
Supreme Court (FTC 1/1/2017)

¢ Cynthia Rice, Democrat, Justice of the Ohio
Supreme Court (FTC 1/2/2017)

Candidates for all other offices must file with the county
boards of elections. You may find a listing of all county
boards of elections on Secretary Husted's website here.
Congressional and General Assembly candidates file in
the most populous county in their district. You can find a
listing of the most populaus county in each district on page
23 of the Candidate Requirement Guide (available here).

Contagt Qur Office  Office Publications.  Privacy  State of Ohio
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Cover Page Details

Committee Name GREEN PARTY OF OHIO (GENERAL POLITICAL ACCOUNT)
Report Type ANNUAL (JANUARY)
ReportYear ~  |2015 |
Line(1) Amount Forward $1,300.76 _
Report Filed Date | 02/01/2016 N -
_Line_(Z) Tota! Contribution Received $680.00
.Lgme(;) Total Other Income T $0.00 n
Line{5) Total Expenditures $1,484.71
l_jne(ﬁ) Balance On Hand $496.05
Im'(md Contrlbut:on Made $0.00 3
Inkmd_Contnbutlon Received $0.00 o _____ -
Outéﬂ_;analng Debts Owed Bv Commuttee 0.00 - T
Outstanding Loans Owed By Committee | $0.00 B _
Outstanding Loans Owed To Commnttee- $0.00 o o o
Independent Expedltures Made $0.00 )
Total Ohio Receipts $0.00 S
1-1
é;Back:,Z

Disclaimer
THE CAMPAIGN FINANCE INFORMATION IN THIS DATABASE CONTAINS DATA FROM THE YEAR 2010 TO PRESENT. THE DATABASE
CONTAINS BOTH AUDITED AND UNAUDITED DATA. AS REPORTS ARE AUDITED, IT IS LIKELY THAT THE DATA WILL CHANGE. THE
MOST CURRENT INFORMATICN AVAILABLE FOR EACH TRANSACTION AND REPORT IS REFLECTED IN THE DATABASE.
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Instructions to Voter

o

- Special notice for Green Party Ballots: Primary election ballots for minor political parties
shall list only the offices and positions for which valid declarations of candidacy have been filed.

OFFICIAL GREEN PRIMARY BALLOT

County

B . Primary Election

March 15, 2016

‘I

To vote: completely darken
the oval ( @ ) to the left of
your choice.

Note the permitted number of
choices directly below the title
of each candidate office. Do
not mark the ballot for more
choices than allowed.

If you mark the ballot for more
choices than permitted, that
contest or question will not be
counted.

To vote for a write-in
candidate: completely
darken the oval ( @ ) to the
left of the blank line and write
in the candidate’s name. Only
votes cast for candidates who
filed as write-in candidates
can be counted.

Do not write in a candidate’s
name if that person’s name
already is printed on the ballot
for that same contest.

If you make a mistake

or want to change your
vote: return your ballot to an
election official and get a new
ballot. You may ask for a new
ballot up to two times.

For U.S. Senator
{Vote for not more than 1)

< Joseph R. DeMare

For Representative to
Congress

{ District)
(Vote for not more than 1)

For County Commissioner

(Full term commencing 1-3-2017)
(Vote for not more than 1)

< Print Candidate Name

< Print Candidate Name

< Print Candidate Name

For Prosecuting Attorney
(Vote for not more than 1)

< Print Candidate Name

< Print Candidate Name

For Judge of the

Court of Appeals

(. District)

(Full term commencing xx-xx-20xx)
(Vote for not more than 1)

< Print Candidate Name

For Clerk of the

Court of Common Pleas
{Vote for not more than 1)

<O Print Candidate Name

<O Print Candidate Name

< Print Candidate Name

< Print Candidate Name

For Member of State Central
Committee

[k District)
(Vote for not more than 4)

For Sheriff
(Vote for not more than 1)

<O Print Candidate Name

O Print Candidate Name

< Print Candidate Name

For County Recorder
(Vote for not more than 1)

< Print Candidate Name

< Print Candidate Name

For State Senator
{ District)
(Vate for not more than 1)

< Print Candidate Name

For County Treasurer
{Vote for not more than 1)

< Print Candidate Name

<O Print Candidate Name

< Print Candidate Name

< Print Candidate Name

For State Representative
{ District)
(Vote for not more than 1)

For County Engineer
(Vote for not more than 1)

< Print Candidate Name

< Print Candidate Name

< Print Candidate Name

<O Print Candidate Name

For Judge of the Court of
Common Pleas

(Full term commencing xx-xx-20xx)
{Vote for not more than 1)

For Coroner
(Vote for not more than 1)

< Print Candidate Name

< Print Candidate Name

< Print Candidate Name

<O Print Candidate Name

For County Commissioner
(Full term commencing 1-2-2017)
(Vote for not more than 1)

< Print Candidate Name

<O Print Candidate Name

Page 1 of 2
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This SAMPLE ballot provides the CORRECT TITLES and ORDER OF OFFICES for
ballot layout for candidates for the March 2016 Primary Election.

The space for a write-in candidate should be provided only if applicable. See ballot tayout directiveyorgo4
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Special notice for Green Party Ballots: Primary election ballots for minor political parties

shall list only the offices and positions for which valid declarations of candidacy have been filed.

OFFICIAL GREEN PRIMARY BALLOT

E. County |E . Primary Election F . March 15, 2016

For Member of County
Central Committee
(Vote for not more than 15)
< Print Candidate Name
<> Print Candidate Name

if applicable insert:
OFFICIAL QUESTIONS AND
ISSUES BALLOT
from this point forward

Insert board member
signatures

Page 2 of 2
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This SAMPLE ballot provides the CORRECT TITLES and ORDER OF OFFICES for
ballot layout for candidates for the March 2016 Primary Election.
The space for a write-in candidate should be provided only if applicable. See ballot layout directivROR025
1/5/2016




Political Parties
Directive 2016-26

permanent directive issued on 08/05/2016

i."&ﬁﬁ?}:a.
Jon Husted &%
Ohio Secretary of State d" oy 717
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Ohio Election Official Maniial

SECTION 1.01 PARTY AFFILIATION

A. Primary Election

Primairy election voters determine who will be nominated as candidates for
political parties to compete for particular offices at the general election.
Primary election voters also elect members of the controlling committees of
political parfies, and delegates and alternates to the conventions of politicall
parties.! Some issues also might be on the ballot at a primary election.

For purposes of Ohio election law, an individual affiliates with a political party
by voting in that party’s primary election. An individual does not register a
political party preference when he or she registers to vote. If a voter does not
want to affiliate with a political party, then the voter may vote for issues only
if any issues were certified to the ballot in that voter's precinct.

If an elector votes in a party’s primary election, the elector's voting history will
reflect the fact that the elector voted in that party's primary election.

' RC.3501.01(E)(1)-(2).

Chapter 13: Polilical Parties
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B. Determining Party Affiliation

An elector is considered to be a member of a political party if he or she
voted in that party's primary election within the preceding two calendar
years, or if he or she did not vote in any other party's primary election within
the preceding two calendar years.? Each board of elections must enter
voting history and update party affiliation following each primary election.
For additional information on determining party aoffiliation (see Chapter 3
Voter Registration of this manual).

C. Electad Official May Change Party Affiliation

A person who holds an elective office for which candidates are nominated
at a party’s primary election may be a candidate for a different political
party's primary election if the person completes and files the appropriate
declaration, Secretary of State Form 10-Y.2 The person's declaration must:

e Re filed not later than 4:00 p.m. of the 30th day before a declaration of
candidacy and petition is required to be filed under section 3513.05 of
the Revised Code;

*  Be filed with the same official with whom the person filing the
declaration of intent is required to file a declaration of candidacy and
petition; and

* Indicate the political party whose nomination in the primary election the
person seeks.?

No person who files a declaration, Form 10-Y, can file another such
declaration for a period of 10 years after the declaration is filed.

2 R.C.35] 7.
3 RC. 3513.191(C); The individual must use Secretary of State Form 10-Y.
4 R.C.3513.191(C).

Chapter 13: Political Parties
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SECTION 1.02 MAJOR V. MINOR POLITICAL PARTIES

Political parties in Ohio are either major political parties or minor political parties.®

A. Major Parties

A major political party is a political party organized under the laws of the
state whose candidate for governor or nominees for presidential electors
received noft less than 20 percent of the total vote cast at the most recent
regular state election.® There are two major political parties in Ohio - the
Democratic and Republican Parties.

B. Minor Parties

A minor political party is a political party organized under the laws of the
state as a result of one of the following:

e The minor party’s candidate for governor or its nominees for presidential
electors received less than 20 percent but not less than 3 percent of the
total vote cast at the most recent regular state election; or

* A group of voters filed a party formation petition with the Secretary of
State that satisfied the reqguirements of Revised Code 3517.01

5> Am.Sub. S. B., No. 193 eliminated an “intermediate political party.”
¢ R.C.3501.01(F)(1).
7 R.C.3501.01(F){2].

Chapter 13! Politic al Panties
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SECTION 1.03 MINOR POLITICAL PARTIES

A. Establishing a Minor Political Party
1. Percentage of Total Vote

The law provides a mechanism for a group fo achieve minor political
porty status by fielding o candidate far governor or nominees for
presidential electors and receiving a requisite number of votes:

e In 2014, a political party whose candidate for governor received
tess than 20 percent but not less than 2 percent of the total vote
cast for that office at the 2014 general election remains a minor
political party for a period of four years after meeting these
reguirements.®

« in 2016 and after, a political party whose candidate for governor or
nominees for presidential electors receive less than 20 percent but
not less than 3 percent of the fotal vote cast for such office at the
most recent regular state election willremain a minor party for four
years after meeting these requirements.’

2. Pefition Process

The law also provides a mechanism for groups to become minor political
parties by petition. To become a minor party by petition, a group must
file a party formation petition with the Secretary of State.

The party formation petition must:

»  Besighed by qualified electors equal to at least 1 percent of the
total vote for governor or nominees for presidential electors at the
most recent election for such office;

& Am.Sub. S.B. No. 193, 130th General Assembly, Section 4 (2013).
? R.C. 3501.0'(F)(2i{a].

Chapter Y ot Niads 7= Ul
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«  Be signed by not fewer than 500 qudiified electors from each of at
ieast one-half of the congressional districts in the state;

 Declare the petitioners’ intention of organizing a polifical party and
of participating in the succeeding general election that occurs
more than 125 days ofter the filing date;

Designate a cornmittee of not less than three nor more than five
of fne petitioners, who will represent the petitioners in all matters
relating to the petition; and

¢«  Noame the prospective political party in the declaration. The name
must not be similor to that of an existing party name.'°

Upon filing the petition, the new political party comes into legal
existence ond is entitled to nominate candidates to appear on the
ballot at the general election in odd or even-numbered years that
occurs more than 125 days after the filing date.!

The Secretary of State must promptly transmit to each board of elections
the separate petitions papers of that board's county.'? Each board of
elections must examine and determine the sufficiency of the signatures
on the petition papers and return them to the Secretary of State not
later than the 118th day before the general election. The petition papers
must be submitted to the Secretary of State’s Office along with the
beard's certificalion of the validity or invalidity of the signatures on the
petition.™

' R.C.3517.01(A).
" R.C.3517.012(A)[1). Libertarian Party of Ohio, Case No. 2:13-cv-953.
2 R.C.3517.012(A){2}{q).

3 R.C.3517.012(A)(2](b].

3B

Chapter 13 Eolitical Paifes il : P R 1i3-5
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« A written protest against the petition may be filed with the Secretary
of Slate by any gudlified elector not later thon the 114th day before
the general election.'™

o The Secretary of State must determine the sufficiency of the party
formation petition and notify the cornmittee designated in the
petition of that determination not later than the 95th day before the
general election.”

Nomination of Condidalas

Each candidate or pair of joint candidates wishing to appear on the general
election baliot as the rominee or nominees of the party that filed the party
formation petition shall file a nominoting petition not later than 110 days
before the genero! election and not eariier than the day the applicable
party formation petition is filed.'

The nominating petition must both be on a form prescribed by the Secretary
of State and include the name of the political party that submitted the
party formation petition.!” These nominating petition forms prescribed by the
Secretary, Forms 4-C through 4-G are available on the Secretary of State's
website.

If the candidacy is to be submitted to electors throughout the enftire state,'®
the nominating petition must be signed by at least 50 qualified electors who
have not vated as a memiber of a different political party at any primary

The proiest will be resolved in the same monner as specified under R.C. 3501.39.

R.C. 3517.012{Al(2](c].

R.C. 3517.012({A}(2)!a).

R.C.3517.012!5/(1).

With the excegtion of the provisicns of Revised Code 3505.03, 3505.08, 3506.11, 3513.31,
3513.311, and 3513.312, the provisions of the Revised Code concerning independent

candidates who file nominating petitions apply to candidates who file nominating petitions
under this Revised Code section. R.C. 3517.012(BI{1).

This inciudes petitions for joint candidates for the offices of governor and lieutenant governor.

R.C.3517.012(B){2}{ci.
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election within the current year or the immediately preceding two calendar
years.” The nominating petition for a candidacy 1o be submitt~ to electors
throtughout the entire state must be filed with the Secretary of Siate’s Office @

If the candidacy is to be submitted only to electors within a district, political

subdivision, or portion thereof, the nominating petition must be signed by

not less than five qualified electors who have not voted as a member of a

different political party at any primary election within the current year or

the immediotely preceding two calendar yecis.?' The nomingiing petition

for offices 1o be voted on by electors within a district or political subdivision
compiised of more than one county but less than all counties of the state
must be filed with the most populous county's board of elections according
to the last federal decennial census.?? The nominating petition for offices to
e voted on by electors within a county or district smciller than a county must

be filech with the board of elections for that county.

Each board of elections must examine and determine the sufficiency of
the signatures not later than the 105th day before the general election.?

A

written protest may be filed not later than the 100th day before the general

election.®

The Secretary of State cr the board of elections, as applicable, must
determine whether the nominating petition is sufficient and notify the

candidate and the committee designhated in the party formation petition of
that determination not later than the 95th day before the general election.

?[ C. 351 im‘/ (C).

l

Ji2ME(2/(D].

{3267(C].

R.C.3517.012(8](3]{q].
The protest must be filed in the same manner as specified in R.C. 3513.263.
R.C.3517.0121813)[bi.

RC. 35;7.0i2 B;J)H(‘f
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for o porty that has submitted o sufficient party formation
petition, must, not later than the 75th day before the general ='=ction, certify
to the Secretary of State a slate of candidates consisting of cuiididates or
joint candidates who submitted sufficient nominating petitions. The names

of ihe candidates or joint candidates certified by the political party siate

will appear on the ballot at the general election as the party's nominees for

The committ

thase offioes 2

it a candidaie’s nominating petition is insutficisit o if ine committee does
not certify the candidate’s name on the certified slate, the candidate will not
appear on the ballot in the general election.®

The siate certifying the cardidates must:

°  Be onaform presciibed by the Secretary of State (the minor political
odriy sicte of certified condidates form, Form 4-8, is available on
Secretary of State's website);

*  Zesigned by dll of the individuals on the committee designated in the
party forrnation pelitior: and

e Hot includs more than one candidate for any public office of more than
cne set of joint condidates for the offices of governor and lisutenont

governon?

It a party formation petition is insufficient, no candidate will appear on the
ballot ' the garera election as that political party’s nominee, regardiess of
whether anv candidate's nominating petition is sufficient.®°

7 RC.35101Z(C, i),
2 RC.3517.012{C){2).
¥ R.C.3517.012(C)(1).
® RC.3517.012(Cl{3].

Chapter _’(_9‘ JJQ! (." ﬂ'r’”’ﬂ{ i
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C. Presidential and Vice Presidential Candidales of Recognized Party

A recognized minor party must certify the nan - of s pomine s« for the
offices of president and vice president to the secretary of State no later

thar 90 davs beicre the date of the general eleciion for those offices. The
certification must be accompanied by a list of the names of 18 presidentiai
electors who will represent the party and candidates in the Electoral College,

should the candidates win the general election.
D. Participation in New Polifical Party's Primary Eleciion

At the firet nrirmary slection hald by a rewly forrmed political carty, any
quaiified elector who desires to vote the new party primary baliot must be
dllowed to vote the new oarty pr'imory ballot regardiess of prior political party
affiliction.®

E. Conkolling Committes of ¢ Minar Polifical Pe it

All mermbeors oof controling committees of 9 minor political party are
determined in accordance with party rules. The party must file o list of its
confralling committee members and other party officiols with the Secretary
of State's Otfice within 30 days of their electior or appointment.®?

Aot toliteo parly oy elect Torvciing corivittees ot o orimary
election in the even-numbered year by filing a plan for party organization
with the Secretary of Staie’s Office on of oefore the 90th day before the

day of the primary election. The pican must speciiy which offices are to be
elected and provide the procedure for gudlification of candidates for those
offices. Candidates to be elected pursuant to the plan must be designated
and quaified on or hefare the niretieth day befars the day of the election.
Such parfies may, in liey of electing o controlling cormmittee or other officials,
chooss suck commities or other officials in accorgance with party

¥ RC.3317.0i6.

% RC.B8512.0z

Ehosta Sithy Eaminn fe i dreeardande witt o
Chapter 13; fiail : i '
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Ohio Green Party

“_¥ People T Planet ¥ Principles

Constance Gadell-Newton
Ohio Green Party

1021 E. Broad Street
Columbus, Ohio 43205

October 3, 2016

Federal Elections Commission,
Office of General Counsel

999 E Street, N.W.,
Washington D.C. 20463

Re: C00622928: Request for Advisory Opinion regarding the Ohio Green Party PAC

Dear Mr. Joseph Wenzinger,

You requested a factual statement, citing the Bylaws, of actions performed by the Ohio Green Party
constituting activity commensurate with the day-to-day functions and operations of a political party at
the state level.

As a State Committee, we are responsible for the day-to-day operation of the Green Party at the State
level, as follows:

The bylaws contemplate State and County Central committees which are elected by direct vote
of Party members, as well as issue committees and task forces which are created by and
accountable to the GPOHIO. (Art. II, Sec. B)

o This year, central committee members were elected by a direct vote of party members in the
primaries.

The State Central Committee prepares the platform ratification process, candidate

endorsements, Presidential elector selection, and process for National Green Party delegates.

(Art II1, Sec A-3.)

o This year, the Ohio Green Party endorsed candidates, submitted Presidential electors to the
Ohio Secretary of State, and sent delegates to the National Convention.

The State Central Committee raises funds to support its activities and candidates, appoints non-

voting special advisers or observers, recruits new members, promotes Green Values, delegates

tasks to subcommittees as necessary, and endorses activities. (Art. IT Sec. A-3).

o This year, the State Central Committee organized a candidate recruitment informational
session and training, held fund raisers to support the party, has appointed Election Observers
in elections, has appointed a political director and a webmaster/technology committee, has
organized to recruit new members and volunteers, and has endorsed local issues and
participated in coalition building with local groups. We are in regular communication with
County Central Committees.

The bylaws contemplate an executive committee which shall carry out the functions of the

AORO035



Party. (ArtII Sec B).

o The Ohio Green Party has at least one conference call meeting monthly, as well as an in-
person meeting at least once per year, and a Convention every two years.

o Co-Chairs bring together the agenda, usually based on email communications. Central
Committee members communicate via email regularly, almost daily regarding Party
business.

o The Secretary keeps the official records and the Secretary or Webmaster updates the website
withour official records.

o The treasurer keeps detailed records of our donations and expenditures and prepares the
necessary reports and filings as required by law.

* The bylaws contemplate a process for meetings which includes guidelines for facilitation of
meetings and roles in the meetings. (Art. I Sec. C) Meetings occur at least monthly. The Ohio
Green Party has appointed a Press Secretary who has been making regular press releases at the
request of the Central Committee based on current events and decisions made at meetings, such
as a statement that the Ohio Green Party supports an issue campaign.

* The Bylaws require Central Committee meetings and a Biennial Convention, and we are in
compliance with this provision. (Art IV).
©  As required, the Biennial Convention of the Ohio Green Party Central Committee endorsed

candidates for Governor and Lt. Governor, Anita Rios and Bob Fitrakis, in 2014.

o In 2016, the Convention selected electors and delegates to the National Convention of the
Green Party.

* Per the bylaws, (Art VI, Sec C) the Ohio Green Party has endorsed candidates which will
appear on the ballot this fall. The Ohio Green Party has succeeded in placing Jill Stein and
Ajamu Baraka on the ballot for President this fall. Additionally, the Green Party has endorsed
Joe DeMare for US Senate, Bob Fitrakis for Prosecutor, Joe Manchik for US House of
Representatives, and Constance Gadell-Newton for State Representative. All are Green Party
members in good standing.
©o  We are actively promoting the Presidential candidate Jill Stein and we are in regular

communication with the National Committee and the Stein campaign. We are the official
organization to move the Stein campaign forward in Ohio.

We assert that the bylaws, therefore, meet the requirement of 2 U.S.C 431(15) and 11 CFR 100.14. As
a political party, we are an association, committee or organization which nominates candidates for
Federal office, and we run candidates whose names will appear on the election ballot as the candidate
of such association, committee or organization. Dr. Jill Stein, the Green Party's candidate for President,
has received or expended in excess of $5,000.00 for her campaign in 2016 and 2012. Accordingly, she
fulfills the definition of a “candidate” for the purposes of 2 U.S.C. 431(2). Joe DeMare has raised
around $8000 and has filed with the FEC.

The Green Party of Ohio is recognized as an affiliate by the Green Party of the US, the National Green
Party. Please see the attached letter which documents this.

If you have any further inquiries or require other information, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,

Constance Gadell-Newton

AORO036



Robert J. Fitrakis
Co-Chairs
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PARTY US

September 22, 2016

To whom it may concern:
Address
The Ohio Green Party is an affiliated party of the Green Party of the
. . PO Box 75075
United States. They send three delegates to the GPUS National Washington, D.C. 20013
Committee, and links and contacts for OGP are on the national website

) 202-319-7191
at www.gp.org/state_parties.

office@gp.org

WwWWw.gp.org

R M/@ Steering Committee

o Co-Chairs
Jan Martell Chris Blankenhorn
Secretary Illinois

Darlene Elias
Massachusetts

Sanda Everette
California

Andrea Mérida Cuéllar
Colorado

Darryl! Moch
Washington, D.C.

Tamar Yager
Virginia
Bahram Zandi
Maryland
Secretary

Jan Martell
North Carolina
Treasurer

Brian Bittner
Maryland

www.gp.org/donate « 202-319-7191 « PO Box 75075, Washington, DC 20013
AOR038
#WeAreGreen
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