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August 12,2016

Federal Elections Commission,
Office of General Counsel
999 E Street, N.W.,
Washington D.C. 20463

Re: C00622928

Request for Advisory Opinion regarding the Ohio Green Party PAC

To whom it may concern,

This is in response to your letter dated August 10,2016, informing the Green Party that we need to seek
an advisory opinion regarding whether the Green Party of Ohio meets the definition and requirements
of a State Committee. This letter is hereby requesting that advisory opinion.

As a State Committee, we are responsible for the day-to-day operation of the Green Party at the State
level. The bylaws state that the organization performs functions such as endorsing political candidates,
and it sets out a process for this as well as a Statewide organizational plan. V/e believe the bylaws,
therefore, meet the requirement of 2 U.S.C 431(15) and 1l CFR 100.14. Additionally, as a political
party, we are an association, committee or organizatíon which nominates candidates for Federal office,
and we run candidates whose names will appear on the election ballot as the candidate of such
association, committee or organizatíon. Dr. Jill Stein, the Green Party's candidate for President, has
received or expended in excess of $5,000.00 for her campaign 1n2016 and20l2. Accordingly, she
fulfills the definition of a "candidate" for the purposes of 2 U.S.C.43l(2).

Attached to this letter, please find a copy of the bylaws for this organization. Additionally, we are
attaching documentation from the Ohio Secretary of State's office showing some of the activities of the
Green Party of Ohio which support the claim that the Green Party is arecognized political party for the
purposes of the FEC.

Ohio Secretary of State Directive2016-26, Chapter 13, Section 1.03 describes the requirements for
minor political parties in Ohio. The Directive requires that ooln 20t4, a political party whose candidate
for governor received less than 20 percent but not less than two percent of the total vote cast for that
office at the 2014 general election remains a minor political party for a period of four years after
meeting these requirements." In the 2014 election, Anita Rios, the Green Party candidate for
Governor, received 3.33% of the vote, ensuring minor party status for the next 4 years after that
election. http://www.sos.state.oh.us/sos/elections/Research/electResultsMain/20l4Results.aspx
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The Green Party of Ohio is recognized as an affrliate by the Green Party of the US, the National Green
Party. The Green Party of Ohio sent delegates to the National Green Party Convention in Houston, TX
August 4-7,2016; the delegates were properly credentialed and the Ohio delegates took part in voting
for and choosing the US Presidential Candidate.

On August 10,2016, Secretary of State Jon Husted recognized that the Green Party properly certified
its candidates for President and Vice-President for the upcoming November 2016 election:
http:i/www.sos.state.oh.us/sos/mediaCenter/2016/2016-08-1O-a.aspx Accordingly, Jill Stein and her
running mate Ajamu Baraka will appear on the ballot as candidates for President and Vice-President
this November.

Currently the Ohio Green Party has active candidates running for local and Federal offices, including
Constance Gadell-Newton for Ohio State Representative, Joe DeMare for U.S. Senate, Bob Fitrakis for
Franklin County Prosecutor and Joe Manchik for U.S. House of Representatives from Ohio's 12tr'

District. Additionally we will be gearing up for party building activities this fall to support our
Presidential candidate Dr. Jill Stein and meet the threshold for continued party status.

If you have any further inquiries or require other information, please do not hesitate to contact us

Sincerely,

Constance Gadell-Newton
Robert J. Fitrakis
Co-Chairs

Phrþl+- Lgg-tOga

AOR002



uvv,, 4v rvvv I tvvvvvuvgvg

FF

Îry{ ¡,tq ì ! Pl'l tlt 20
COMMISSIOÑ

RQ-1

FEDERAL ELECTION
WASHINGTON, D.C.20463

1':irii:: i î f,tl'l[R],l August 10,2016

JASON M. BLEIM, TREASURER
OHIO GREEN PARTY PAC
1021 E BROAD STREET
COLUMBUS, OH 43205

IDENTIFICATION NUMBER: CA0622928

Response Due Date

09n4t2016

REFERENCE: STATEMENT OF ORGANIZATION

Dear Treasurer:

This letter is prompted by the Commission's preliminary review of the report(s)
referenced above. This notice requests information essential to full public disclosure of
your federal election campaign finances. Failure to adequately respond by the
response date noted above could result in an audit or enforcement action.
Additional information is needed for the following ! item(s):

- Your Statement of Organization indicates in Line 5(d) that you are a state
commiffee for the Green Party. A state committee is defined as the organization
which, by virtue of the bylaws of a political parfy, is responsible for the day to
day operation of such political paúy at the state level, as determined by the
Commission. (52 U.S.C. $30101(15) (formerly 2 U.S.C. $431(15))

Please be advised that before using fhe contribution limits and,lor statutes
applicable for state parties, your committee must petition the Commission in
the form of an advisory opinion to determine if it satisfies the criteria for state
party status. (See Advisory opinion 2002-10 on the FEC website at
http://www.fec.gov)

Please note, you will not receive an additional notice from the Commission on this
matter. Adequate responses must be received by the Commission on or before the due
date noted above to be taken into consideration in determining whether audit action will
be initiated. Failure to comply with the provisions of the Act may also result in an
enforcement action against the committee. Any response submitted by your committee
will be placed on the public record and will be considered by the Commission prior to
taking enforcement action. Requests for extensions of time in which to respond will
not be considered.
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Electronic filers must file amendments (to include statements. designations and reports)

in _¿q eleçÍonic format and must s n its entifçÞ¡. rather than

iust those portions of the report that are being amended. If you shoutd have any
questions regarding this matter or wish to verifli the adequacy of your response, please

contact me on our toll free number (800) 424-9530 (at the prompt press 5 to reach the
Reports Analysis Division) or my local number (202) 694-1133.

Sincerely,

Christopher Morse
Senior Campaign Finance Anaþst

,..r, ..r,$.çpgrtq Analysis Division

298
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http ://www. ohiogre ens. org/bylaws

ByIaws

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS OF Ti{E GBF,EN PÄRTY OF CHIù as required by the State of Ohio

- ORC 3517.02 Contents:

Preamble

lArticle I - Narne and Purpose]

[Article II - Membership and Party Organizations]

lArticle trII - Decision-Making Bodies, Executive Comr¡rittee, Functionaries, and Recall]

[.Article IV - Required Meetings]

[Article V - Transparency and Internal Democracy]

lArticle VI - Meeting Process, Agreement-Seeking, and Decision-Making Guidelines]

Preamble

We the people, in order to form a political party committed to Ecological Wisdom, Social Justíce, Nonviolence and
Democracy, and according to the laus and customs of the State of Ohio, do hereby set forth the Constitutíon and
Bylaws of the Green Party of Ohio. The organization created by the adoption of this docurnent replaces any
preuious formation calling itself the Green Party of Ohio. The Green Party of Ohio is a politicat party that is
democratically structured. We seek to comply with state laws and organize along the lines cf existing political
iurisdictions within the state of ohio. The purpose of this document is threeþtd:

l. To accurately describe the form of our political party in a uay that facilitates its development,
organízation and sustenance.

2. To satisfy the requirements of the Ohio Revísed Code regarding politícal parties existing in the
State of Ohio.

3. To grant specific and limited authority to the various parts of the Green Party of Ohio.

Article I - NAME AND PURPOSE

' A. The name of this political party is the Green Party of Ohio (herein after GPOHIO).

' B. Mission Statement: The GPOHIO exists in order to focus the political power of the people to: -
preserve and restore viable ecosystems, - establish socialjustice and equity, - foster participatory
democrac¡ - promote and practice nonviolence as a means of conflict resolution, and. - ensure the
rights of a community-based economic system for all people.

' C. Key Values The GPOHIO, like other Green Parties, is based on values. These values are: Ecological
Wisrlom, SocialJustice, Nonviolence, Grassroots Democrac¡ Community Based Economics, Respect
for Diversit¡ Decentralism, Personal and Global Responsibilit¡ Feminism and Future Focus.
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.1. Ç*uatrified electoro,whe vqte- tn.tle,jp.rimãr1r elestions of.tfue GPOHIO.,,II

2. Quaiifred electors who havc sigrred a Ðeclg¡atisn of Candidacy petítion for a Green Party
candidate. j 

,

3.. Poiiticâl candidates who.rqn as candidates of the Green Pargr, whether or not these candidates

arq en{ars,ed by,thq GPOHIO, or its parls.

B. Greerï Pârty0rganizations aligned with ihê GPOHiO shali inôlude:
,..1 ,., : '.'!:i., ... I :.,.,j11..

, ,1. .State (.dgfined açcgrding!q Ohfq,St.âIç Roa:çlof Edl¡ca8ion,D-istric.t boundaries) and county

- committees.efec..te{ by,{irg.çt vo!ê,of paçty mem-bers in even-nuq,rbercd year primary elections

, wåicþ ha¡re agreçd,!o;be prgapized,,accqrdrpg.to these þylaws and thç constitution of the

,, GPOHIO-

2. Central committees and thgr merybq¡s, specific issue commi.ttees ancl task forces which are

, ,. cr,e4!ed by a¡rd acçountaþ,tç.tq the Gfp$IO.Convention andSta.te an$/or County Central

:¿ .Committees.Only affilig,te{.memÞers,,of the GFOHIO,ag defined in Artjcle II, Section A shall be

eligible to serve on State and Counfy Central Committees

C. All PACs, Candidate Committees, etc., âre considered separaté'frorri and unaffiliated with the GPOHiO.
.: , :-

Article III - DECISION-MAKING BODIES, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, FUNCTIONÁRIES, AND
RECALL

A. Decision-Making Bodies

1. The highest decision-making body of the GPOHIO is the part of the Ohio electorate that votes

in the Green Party prilnarl',
2.',The Conveiltiori; consisting of afriiated mernbers ätr tt¿ CpOHiO þursuant to current Ohio

law, is empowered to set broad goals, objectives and policies, ratify the platform, elect

reþrésentatives and delegates, eriildisè eandiCátebrin the rfarrie of the CpOgIO, adopt and

modif¡ this Cortstitution and,Bylarvs,:â¡d iìlldw'for review of the performance of the State and

County Central Committees ì'

3. Cenftal Committees of.Mirror Þolitic¡itr,Farties iri Ohio

n a. State and Ccunty Central Corrrmittee rnembers shall be elected at primaries in even-

nurnbe¡ed,TearS'according to the Green Party of Ohio Statewide Organizational Plan

'. ratiffed:this date, January 23, 2010 and cbntáined within Appendix I of this

Constitutior,. and Bylaws. Modified on Feb. 15,20t4.
. b. The State Central Committee reserves the right to prepare the þlatform ratification

process and candidate endorsement and presidential elector selection process and

selection process for national Green Party delegates to be used at the State Convention,
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and to interpret, strategize and implement plans for achieving the goals, objectives ancl
policies set by the State. C-onven_lfon. Thi5. i4c_[q{e-s- thc raising and .expendine of funcls
towardsrheseendsi"iriltii#;\ôf tf i&òäldl,r;U¿;,ìåätñ'jä*'íftutï;i5ïä'
the participation in coalitions by the Green Party of Ohio; the continued formation,
development, and sustenance of the ct."+"Hp,Tiy,rq,.,9,¡ig;tfbg.".$rjyit+glì,gd 

,
nomination of future and present candidatËä?öi'ofliäð, i"ãì"ái"-g tirä ênáórsemlnt of
theSë cli¡idii{åtþs lin thëh'âfae'o$rt}ie$üatèrgéiiti.â1j€oninrìteb tnelappirintment of non-

| . : ' votiiigspeciaÉadvisÌors oråoh;sep{¡èrsiïhé,.úptiöliii"g''tifa"Atiteiirnþiementation of the
Constitution and Bylaws of the GPOUIO, including making reer¡inirièndations to the
€onVention for theiri in'rprove,nieirt;'arid thérrdpresêntàtiot'i-¿rn-diadvo-Cäèy of the
GPOHiO in all of its affairs. En'dorlelîieätiäfrSÉàdd a'¡ð fé¿¿rat:mhdl¿lates shall be
made bv the GPollJo $t{,e,9;"11$,_Ççfplft,,çç,.9q,9',gF'"fqli.onu4{{ifignggv;the. st'qte
Central Committee shall be responsible for the advanðement of Green values,
re'é+ui,tmeritbf.?r€rrit pârty'nl.énrb€ri,rempôrlzermènt of ihê n?enibership,lund th"
estabtishrieät'òf $übõò,rfüiiittedsrânäìisdnð ðo?nmittbeé äs'aþreed lö{iyits members. The

'. : ' .Stàté Cêntral*CönÌrrriliËee maytAnottåtd:ifelëâté,rall¿f fbdl"tti¡Ìr it iå"rêsponsible ro
subcommittees as necessary, however, ultimate responsibility for e#rying out these
tasks iÈ riðnfráñsÍe-rable aha'rei¡ailittli'ðsiaféttinträttöodiffättèdslfiaémbers of the

rstate:CentráliCdrirniineÈ'Jirultr*ót Ëtifdisonally liábläfoi rrioirËriifty ar*ug"s for any
acttonitâken-'trt'¿'"y:fdiure ñj¿dI¿è]áfit^aòtioirl Ïothè nin&t'éi't"riùiiteiririttea by hw.
The GPoHlo'Éhiliedbnì;iry ãhi i,iiêårtertíf the's?ate céritrallcåmrrittee ro the

, , '., ,.fg[.".sl94ten!,-9f,þrl4y:r:iti-ii .3'13;-':¿¿1¡,3:iri . -.] i,:':,-i.'t:r i, :,,liL: .':.i .'. : .

' c' Officials to be chosen by the State Central Committee: Co-Chairpersons, Secretary,
and Treasurer.

..-. ".!;ï'-^.ll,1r-i\ ;i..i,1 :1" : ' ,i 'i-;i'j-: ' :'t.i'1,1, i,.l;i: i ":¿: | .i,l i';i À ¡ t,.;;'irì .:.:r : I -. 'l[i .ì:.r "' j
'_._\ 

.r;.1';

B. Executive Committee

..r ¡ ., ' ;.il .-.i.1 ¡' '.,ì,1--í . '

1. The co-chairpersons are responsible for arranging the,buinging tqgether of pafticipants,
possiþle,agendariterps¡ mjggqUanegq¡ldetElegf e ineçti.ng,..Snd lheiother,functi'Õna¡ies,
especiallyafællitatof,;Ítc¡i:r: .,í¿3..:Ì1 irìr,i,.:i:;,åf.,¡t,,. :,.,, b:,t:r.", rr;...,1¡ ,..

2. The GPoHIo Secretary,i,slrçp-o:irible {o¡,$¡ajntaining tbè.,cur¡ent'mail,irug,tists of all Green
Par[r eount¡r-Ceqrtr,g[,Cg¡4¡njÉteçsand-tt¡elr',Jqer,¡rbgre State-Central.Csmrhittee members, etc.
The lists of State Central Committee members, Party..O. fâcials,'and Gr-ecn-:Party County Central
Committees must be maintaþed o¡r¡ the,Iqletns"t'-{Meb p¿rge: agd.,Enus-! be made,available to
members upon request.

3. The Treasurer is legally responsible for keeping detailed records of everything received or
given, providþg¡reBgtts to the Çonvenf+.e¡r-:4qd gtate Çent-¡al Cpmmitte,.e and filing campaign
finance reports as required by statqlaw..The,State Çe&tral Committee.shall indemnify the
Treasurer to the fullest extent ofthe law;([hqre ¡nay b, e treasurers.òf Green Party County
Central Committees wåo arç responsible for¡ the recorg keeping and .reporting activities of that
particular organization.) ,
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C. Functionaries,

. a. calling the group back to the agenda,

. b. keeping member eomments short and to the point,

. ,,c;1esta,ting.comments far clçrity as needed,

. d. applying various processes and rules when appropriate, and

:., ç. beirlg attentbte to the needs and inp,rlt gf thg..timekeep-ers, minute.takers, process observers,

starting and stopping the mg"eting,,gf .liry?, and geneyally, keeBipg þings moving alang at a time,ly

Pace' '' r ; :i ' 1 i

Facilitators must lgm1in nonpartisan and objpctivg.If they per-qeive a cgdlict of interest gr beqeme emotionally

charge{.by e n+!i9uta1! intense exchalge or agenda i!em, they should allow a co-facilitator or other acceptable

meeting particiqllt tg 
faciJilate !hç 

meeting fhe fgclfftalg.r may be removed from the position at any time by the

agreement of the meeting participants.
,.1 .;.1 ,..", 1 , :. l . : ' .'t. . /. . . r;. :

2. The Recording Secretary,is responsible for assuling the recording the proceedings of the meeting, noting all

decisions,as separate. lkninutes," and folpro<lucing'a.written copy of the,rnihutes and a summary of the content

of major discussions for distribution to the groa.ip:. : . i , '1 ' ''

',. ;.' , I , : ,,., ,--': " . 
"i 

' ::'

. . a. at the tirrìe of a decision by thê group, the Recording Secretary should read out loud a written

. b. a copy of the list of attendees, minuies and summary of each Conventión and State Central

Committee Meeting ihall be mailed to eacÉ menlber of'ttre State Central Conimittee and to each

Greerr Party County Central Córrimiftee and this reiord shall be posted on the Internet Web site;

1. 
-ïhe 

Facilitatoi/Co-Facilitator' ôonducts ihe¡p^.îgç:-s: ql th=eì ir-rç.,e.liog,,,{i ji,ê *lÊfçi¡on,or tne meeting

particþants. rheir þrimäiy tärk ii'tr,soíci,*stiaiioá ãr¡r,ã fi"* "i;ó'#ffii;; ¡tttile.The facilitator is

never the presenter of an agenda item. Their role is (literally) to rnake it easiçr for the group to express its
''":'l'1''1"'I?ideasandldeltifyagreementonissuf.s:,,. : : :, . ..,.'::..:,, -,, -,. :, : :: : ; .,."..

Tasks,include:

. c. costs incurred and environmental impact shall be milimized by using electronic communication
' 

where poséiblê,'a hard copy shali be maintained'by the Secrdtary and provided at cost to any

memberuponrequèst; arid t' ttt', '..,''
i. d. a proposal that is submiffed to the group should be written in its final form including

amendments, clarificàtions and iefinemq$s, and given to the Secretary for inclusion in the

minuùes. This guaånteeô'that u1l ugr..dti,þon items get included and frees the minute taker for

other duties.

3. Other offices as deteimined, including but not limited to Corresponding Secretar¡ Press and Media

Secretary, Membership Chairperson, Auditor, P-arliarnèntariaù, Isstie Campalgn Chairpersons, etc.)

D. Recall of the Jvlembers of Stateand County Cent¡al Cornmittees inclrrding Exscutive Commiltee Mernbers

1. Individual members of the State Central Cor:nmittee may be recalled. by the other members of the

State Central Committee or by the Convention. indiviclual members of County Central Committees
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may be recalled by the other members of the County Central Commiftee, by the State Central

3. 66-213%of participants voting for recall places the .o-*ittåËiiärrilí;Îä oi;úáiibr, ürrtit ttÈ rrå*t '

requiled meeting. No State Central Conrnrittee urember while on probation may be an:ofrcial'.,of'the
GPOHIO.

Article IV - REQUIRED MEETINGS

A. This Constitution and Bylaws will go into effect up'or,i rritifi"cattr*i* ¡¡e:làäuâ.lty,z3ia0t0 Green party of
Ohio Convention. ,.r. i...,,, r .',; ,,":.". ,,"_ j..: .i ., ..,,ìj .. . ).,. ,,1. i

B. Biennial Convention - the GPolfIOthâIl'dìeëtroriËeevÞif t#ö'yeÌiÉs iii drder\o 
"¿tàiriäi¿ 

di endorse
candidates, ratify platforralpoÈitiéh¡i:it"iitiat'A¡ro¡éct3 diiðiisËu+"ða'ttr$gìisi.itrliai4, t'rt'a oånstiiition and
Bylaws, review the performance of the State Central Committee, etc. : '.'

1. At thè conventiön immeaiateiylitÚr t'atmä'giüuerhâröiiái ÈtËctioú,theintëetiriþr;hail in;lüderih;'"
íatificat"ión 'of 

a stat" pratiäi*,'ir,. taii?ituti¿n ¿?þiifrrírø pffisalÈ tô'aïatiãåáî;"ånr,"r,tilr,ä¿
the endäi'sèmehf óf candidäies'for còvåøo.,'rt- óo$Ër"bi aird oilier'stat"*i¿" om.e!'ãó necessàrv.

2. Attheconvention immediately prior to the presidential etect'ioåiÉê *êêtiåg ¡frJf iå¿Ua"-À'" '' 
'

r , , , rati.fic4'tion o{.Blatform ptc¿po$als,to:a,nation¿fconyentibn,iiåere4dorsernent ofprqsidereûia1 and., .l

delegatestothenationalconventionoftheGreen:-Barf.yr.i', -'¡.r¡.;11,;.i¡ 1 ,,. ,^¡ _ìr ..,.. .,.. -.. 1..

C. Central Committee Meetings - ORC 35L7.03, 5377.14,3517.05,3517.06 (Also see Appendix I)

1. ,Aot thg,û¡çt fp'ç,etrrrg-o-ffhe State a44,C,p+¡fy.r€Rtte!C,p.-r*-tritt.gep 4p,rpqr¡ired by the Green Party of
Ohio Statewide Organizational Pla¡ contained in Appendlx-f, eaeh.com,mit.tee shall proceed to
o¡galize,þyjl"b".qPl9"1i,.,,,t p{suçþ p$cial-s¿us^th.esç.rþ nr-qvi .{ç. , .. i - ;c¡, ,

2. A majo¡rty ãf trtç *.*úgrs 9f a s!1!e ot þ,ouniy,9."t.af ,c.*-lttg..,shal[coirstitute a quorum and
shall have the aulþp¡ity,.þc9X{¡ict the,busiçgqe.gf thq Ççrrynittee,,pnlesç-gtherwise providec{
herein orþy law-

3. rn case;i''ffii.+.¡¡¡,g.,tr¡;;""giil¡gifrul*iö¿r.*r,¡qtie*ðï^rf,o*,rhc counry or
district rto* ittiiåt' u 3lut" ot ôo¡"ty'ö"áliär c;'"";iú¿ ;.å¡ì;1w"¡çlè"t"..d*tÈ" state or counry
Central Committee shall fiIllh-.,.u1S11gf {,"5t¡" u¡rexpired tgrm by I ryjglty vote of rhe
committee. Jhé Green narty bôìiriry öL"tläi co**tttË3fs¡ exirti,tg *idiü th" ¡urisdiction in which
u uu.ur,"y ò.óur's may enoosg ià hþþ9iñÍ S¿áii:c:.hqåi'òo*'*,tté"=*"-i*r, toie accepted by rtre

'State cenfrJ co*niittrê ly Aå¡àrity uoti=u 
r-:'":-r'\'Ð ': ' ii i' -

4. ,All changes in the membership of State or County Central Committees shall be promptly reported
to the Local County Board of Elections and tJre Secretary of State. These lists will be open for
inspection at all times when the offices.where thgy arç filed a¡e open. (See ORC 3517.0ó)

Article V - TRA"NSPÁ,RENCY AND INTERNAL.DEMOCF,ACY ,i. ,

A. All required rneetings a:ld records of required meetings-; deisions; ancl Ênances,öf the GPOIdIC and Green
Party County Central Committees shall be open to the mqmbers of the GPOHIO, the meclia and the general
public. ' ''
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B. Participation in task fgrce and project meetings may'be iimited to the.active members of those groups only
tc the exfent ¡eqrrired fo'protect the, stra,tegic,interests of the GPOHIQe ,

C. Noticéi of ail meetings of the GPOHIÕ arra ifr".Staie ànd Countl, Central,lCommittees must be posted

pubticly on tt å tnterheiweb siie at l"uui'orr" *åei d u¿lár,... ,,'

L" Written notice of all meelings muqt-,be giv¡n.by.the Chairperson.to.cach of the affiliated Green
, Party County Ceatral Commlttees and Ëp each of thê $tate oî County Centräl"Cotnmittee mernbers

. and members-elect a-t lea.st fir.e clays prior ts the meetirg by e-mail or, if necessary, US Mail.

2. These notices mr-rst include the date, time and 
^olace'of,the 

meeting. 3. At such time as the GPOHiO
is recognized a"s a. major political party, notice must be posted in the office of the Secretary of State

,'or County Boarcrl of Elections, as tlre case rnay be.

Article VI - MEETING PROCESS, AGREEI\,IENT-SEEIilNG, AND'DECISIbN-MAKING GUIDELINES

A, Process - I'Agleement.seeking with a,fallback .¿ote" deçisionlrnaking process shall be used by all parts of the
GPOHIO - see thelproçess manuaL for a mq{e detaiied description. , . . i

B. Order of Business

1. Seating and Introductlons - Eyeryg¡re should;position themselveswherever they feel most comfortable in a
circle (the pfe&ryçd configuratjon f,¡:r effectiye cornmuniçation) and introcluce thernselves, stating their names,

the group they belong to, and other relevant information such as their status at the meeting, i.e., delegate,

representative, observer, etc.

2. Agen$a Review - a lentative agenda should be assembled by tþe,Chairperson:including each,item's title, the

presçnteris namq, type of item (:report¡ decision, b¡ain¡torm, etc.) and the itemrs time.limit. In.add,Ltion, there
might be more than one facilitator during,the meetiqg which should be listed alongside the iterns, and. an

indication'of.tþe,priority of,item.s or.their nurnerical ordpr At the beginning'of each mee,tirig,,the agenda rnay

be reviewed by the meeting participants and altered. Ho"¡¡eve,r,:accept¿nce ,of the,agend4 implies a

commitment to follow it.

3.Agend,3 ltems:I , ' . ,'.

' 
Centrai Committee meeting. Þersons representing the GPOHIO at äny meeting or convention must

submit written reports to the Secretary including the votes cast on behalf of the GPOHIO.

b. Proposals - In order to be considered at the Convention a proposal must be sponsored by the

State Central Commi:ttee, a member of the GFOFII0 State Central Committeels:Executive

Committee, or a CounLy Central Committee.

c. Constitutional Amendments and Changes to the Bylaws - Constitutional amendments and

Cominittees. PÍoposed érnendments ând changeis must be ci¡crilated to all registered Green Party

County Central Commiftees at least six weeks in advance of the regularly scheduled meeting of the

Convention or referendum response deadline.

à. Review ofstate Central Committee activities -,A.genda time may be allottecl for accountabiiity of
the members of the State Central Committee.

4. Allowable interruptions during the course of a discussion:
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.' :. a. If a parficipant has:infoirnatiort,urtk:riow'n,tothe'iest.of the grotrþ*hat.is imrnetlia,tely,relevani ,-,

and necessary to what a spÉãi*eË:s saying,*haûgáÐtidiÞàñtshotildt:interrr-rpt bysay-ing,lPôINTOF
INFORIvIATIONi' The facilitaf or then
the ir stríctiy itrfoimatiohá1,

ii¡
sequence cf discussion is resurned.

' . '' : b: 'If a pa:tie ipantj is 'une lear,aliouf,u¿h¿t{rág bêeh,*aid,¡b}:,ft1ihãt ts' göing. ¿¡;¡"d:interrupts with

, participant's question. If ,the facilitatcirris urraôleito;cleer.;Ap,the eotifuitiOti,,¿lïîothêr participant may
, be recognized to.briefly offer the'nêcéssar'yrinforniaticjn;;This:all'ows the participaÌit sèeking clarity

tc¡ be brought up to speed so their inputìcan'þe,indludeåLin theongoirrg,dise¡rssiion. Once the issue
is resolved, or reasonable effort has been expendUdfrying to,dtj:so,r,thej'facilitafdr should direct the
group back to the reg--rrl4r s.qguence _oJ dis.çus.clon, -' - c. rhe car ror "porN"rorr>fö¿Ëslïffufi 

t"#Lii *äunffi*';i;n" ;;.,ïp,obl.* "''
develcping due,to:the prQçesßrbieakdäwä. Oltêë eècdgbiZc¿t'by'théifâðilitafor,'the EaLrticipdnt should
briefly indicate what "point of proðqÙslaisiinv¡ilved:(stehas an iiúperîdingtimè'liffiit,-strayingfròm
the topic, dealing with a non-agenda item, etc.) and offer a proposed solution. 

à ..: j_i: tj . .: ,:i, . i
' d. Recall - A proposal may be made from the floor to recall a Central Committee member. This

moticn takes precedenie over äriy eithei agèrïda .ät!m: âtid uþ'ori The motíon béinþ rfiade, tffeilrò'úp
' ;: does nof seek agreelnbnt bn thii ôeôiiién bufiiriói¡eÌidÌiecily.fo avötè,t6¡ùë1èr the deëisionro, È6",

r vôteon,the:question..r , ì ].;-.tii i r', .''. .,,-ït;.i]: .41i.. ...í;' '., 1:],,*'.1-: ¿:ti...:ì't t¡:1 ,.,r .,..' :i-.,-! lr ,

5. "Calling The Qrestion" may occur when the facilitator or any participant of the meeti"'g råàr, tnát ""' 
: i '' '

discussion,is:completqanti;I}o nê{v tnput iiforthconriág;r/he'rrrãfta¡ri"ç¡lthe q-ìiëstioä.! If itis.a siinple-and
clear propoiatr or detision, the facilitátof rnay, bfiefly;¡¿u¡*ê:¡tj CheC&,tU,sèë-if.there.is þerier'al.a$reemèirt ejn :

callingthequesticjir;,añdaskJld-there rln'12 óali'fór õhjificåtiijn?r-Ifitliéiê;ls,nd:câll'foitlarifiõation; thè': ¡ ' .

facilitatorwill'ask,'llithereir*ycalliforConcern?"'If,fhri.ie,aferiêithétfurthèrquebtionsciiftoncérnd¡th": :',;i,,.
facilitatormayaskthègroupto,inÈücatetheiragÍéenienf.ì r .' , .,. . ,ir:-r:.' ;1'.,, ii,: .; j.:,". ., i

6. Proposals may come complete from a single author, group, committee, or may ¡" ør*ååtfr.orrgh dijcussion
and brainstorming during the meeting. In general, detailed or complicated proposals should be iä lû,iiting rind
circulated prior to the meeting Duringjiq¡ïiljll of a p1lic¡rfel ll.T,a ";elpp of thg,{r'r.eçll11g'often emerges
that can be put into words. When a oarticioani'feels that it worild gehe]nfuf, ¡/þ.e.*rout{, state their
understandirg of rhe'sense of rhe;"¿iin*''äffi?i".1;$,Ëfu.¡ *gF*¡aw r,fr^plppgrgr wrinen our
for clarity' 

.r ::.. .l :r r :¡r ,. r,.,r ...

7. Seeking A.greement - Participants should"eleelly.ïfrdicátecheirposition either.r,úibh.hody lzinguage or vocally
so that the facilitator has no difficulty determining the,-s,'er,lseiof the,rneeting. . -' , ì '.i .

.. -.' : . _1,...._.:.,t., :j. i. ,t ,]¡ _,, ;,:...,,.
a. Call For Clarification - The facilitator oi minute taker will state the p{oposal and ask if there is
any call for clarifiçq{ion qr".iio.rs.abqut ihe'proposal 

^iq!nr-..aä ayif+S tt i"¡"rt of th. f.o..ss,
concerns are saved for later discussion. Once the group is iatisfied thai thp pronosal is clearlyÏ ' lì" ' " Í -r-;---------'
understood, the facilitâtor will ask if there is any call iol,ço¡.pr1. - . ,

b. Call For Concerns - The facilitator -o¡ ryinute taker will ¡eçlate ghç propos¿l and,ask if there is
any call fo{ concern regarding the proposal. A concern is a statement ofhow the proposal as stated--:- r:"r""* *"
might conflicf with the group's statecl purpose and shared values. thå faciíltator wiil recognize
those who have concerns, distill their concerns into àhort phrases and ä co-facilitator o:r scribe may
list them on a blackboard or easel. Listing concerns,in this manner,helps thergroup fccus on the
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,: concern, not tþe plesenter or the pe¡son r4iqir,rg the concern. Concerns should be impersonai. After

i.t , . , alf,tþe concerns have been listed, thp faclfitalor wiil dea1.,v¡itli,eacþ in turn to resolve the concerns

,, . , lhrougþ gro.¡rp ,{iscussion ald.fr¡gp,4l-y.. afr9p!gne.,4.{s"r.ir ìr, i ,i :. ; :

, . c. Indicating ,tgfeç¡ne¡rt -, If,¡þere.grç IrE ql¡esllqp.p.,gr¡Ç0rtc-erirs;,a.test for,agreement is rnade where

the facilitator may ask for an action by the group to indicate their AGREEMENT. The facilitator
should then move the group on to the next item. If there are further questions and concerns,

, ' diÈcussion'should coirtinue, or if time has run orri, tfié gîò'upshould move on to the next item or
' ccntract for more timè, Ih irrore compiicated decíiions ancl for issues which may require exact

. understanding ofthe proposal, the Secretary or minute taker should be prepared to read the

, proposal to'fhe group prior to testing for agreement. :

" d. Grcup Resoiution - Concerns ale resolved as the proposal is expla-ined or changed to address

' , thèm. To rnake agreernent more easily attainable, it may be possible for a participant having
difficulty accepting aproposa,l to offer a "friendly amendment" that expands somewhat on the

original idea or changes it to a minor degree in a manner that satisfaciorily addressés their i

concerns.without altering the- "¡e-nse of the meeting" on the issue. If,accepted by the presenter and

the group, th" itl"ttaty u*eådmenisháuld'be worded into the proposal b.irrg dir.nrsed. Il after

pþould cal! the questio-n. The accepted proposal with amendments should be written down by the

' Secretary and cgnfirrned by the p¡çs-enlcr in its ûnal form fór inclusion.in the minutes.

. e. Standing Aside - If, after reasonable discussion and exploration, the group cannot resolve the

concerns through friendly amendments, the facilitator should try to determine the depth of the
¡ ii 

"''; 
j"r ' 'coricerns. The facilitator will asklif thåS. -ltt óoncerns will 'stand asidei' to allow the group to 

:

reach "agreement." The individuals who "stand aside"'from the decision may be noted in the

. min¡¡tes with.their reasons recorded, Many deoisions can l¡e made in this way without resorting to
voting and without harmful consequences to the group. However, if a large percentage of the group

is.';standing aside;' the rest of tire gròuþ'should'weigh tlie consequences of making the decision

without the support and inclusion of thbse who are "standing asidel' ' :

. f. Withdrawal of the Proposal - If those with concerns'are not wiliing'to stand aside from the

decision, the facilitatoi will ask the preseúter if s/he will withåraw the proposal or the part of the

. proposal wþch is causing concqr¡ so that agreement may be reached. If nott the proposal can:be

delegated to a committee,of resolution,

. , .. g. A Committeç.of Resolution ma,y be formed which includes skilled representatives of all sides of
the issue who are acceptable to all members of the larger group. They may meet during a break or
temporarily withdraw from the larger group, which should then occupy itself with some other

relatively minor issue, anô attempt to ct¡ine to agreément. The resoiution this committee develops

may then be carried n-ack to the larger group and introduced for discussion and approval. It may be

necés{iary to recoirvene the smaller group for fiirther aftempts at achieving a workable solution
, before agleeinent can'be reached. ì .

8. The faliback vote to defer decision/vote -.If the committee of resolution of the group absolutely cannot reach

agreement, and it is determined that a decision must be r.nade at the particular meeting, the facilitator will cail

fJ, tn" group (votþg ,rrä-b"rs olty¡ to rrot. on whether or not to defer the issue. If thi vote to defer passes by

50% + 1, then a decision on the item is postponed for consíderation at a future meeting. If the vote to defer

does not pass, the facilitator then calls for a vote on the proposal. If the sea¡ch for agreement through this

pïocess is unsuccèssful, a group decision may be made by taking a vote on the issue. If the voting members or

deiegates vote to accept or reject the particular proposal (66-213% on substantive issues and changes to the
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Constit'ution and Bylaws, 50% +1'onprocedural irisues) the decisíon becomes binfing and is erlteïed into the
minutes with a fecord of votes for and ágairist; inciuciii-tg abstentions. This mearrs of decision-making should
be used only as a last resort and it can be perieivid'ás'ãli'àbåiidéhihb?ft'of'fhé princþiesr.ôftthe consensus
moclel of decision-malcing; Sornletirnes, rviîh'þrêsótrrd {É iiirhdtåndrai&èrrse ,oÊürg*hyt,tfr¿ grûup may vote on

..: : ,..) i 1,::.;ji :., .:. -:l .).i:'. :,!,1 J, i:.. t;r. ..,. , ". :: ,

9. Evaluation - If the procçqf ii to r¡aB¡o,¡;, tþgig.¡ggst bg,uq,gpngi¡fieiit,¡o ¡"g1çwyhpt¡¡øçpr,on and why,

.a1d.a-tirne 
to sr¡ggest ways to mak. ii*"i'r..U"å+rr,¿u*tt;*Ç..E*-r 1ag g¡oq,p.tþe sc¡ibç eaa.make a list on a

blackboa:rd or a large sheet of newsprint that the w.hglç.g¡-sirean,sçe,I{eadfngs qhoutd.be placed at the top: a
"-" on the left side, and a "+" on the right side,,ln,brar4stg¡mi¡1g,.¡¿shron and witþoutrargurr,rentation or
discussion, the group should crep{e a lis,t of aU the firi¡}*U,*1rat,did,qol ,wprk wel u_+der thqi_,, ,anC of all the
things that did go well under "Í". After listing, the gro, up should br+çflir dísc,Wshow..tp improVe those items
listed under "-" ând, where necessâryji*Ayq,qf *airrtainingrthe item;..-suggestions ¿d:liitin$s,should be
includediniheminutes,A,greed.TaJanuary2:3¡ZOW. - ... i,:.:, { rrij. :;ì , ,)ì:,Â ',-, ,- :.,,.),, l-,iÌr_ .

(c) ohio Gr;en parry,.tsfidrcrrief*irglirr.faolgia q¡oc¡ c¡,f;i1ig¡1;,| r;p,"å*y 
1s ,2014

(1) This Endorsement Polic¡r is intended toiprovide oendidate and.íssue endoisemdnt paranieters to the ohio
Green Parti' $¡¿¡" CentnalCommittee;,alliOhio Gowrty Oeïftrâl GômrhittêéS,¡,âhd alltidividt¡âi'members of
either body fcollectively the.tlcentrahComnittees",] all of ælroin,âïè'expee{éii
Endorsement Policy. ;

(2) "Endorsement"'
q cgqdi,{ate fgl political office

f9le' ,,,í..

(3) Endorseineats given by a Central Conl-ïnittéê arE;eoäsidbrred the'bffici¿il,pbsiticin öf 'the Õ?,io Green party.
:.:...:.,:.::,.". " i It,'i:-.':ìii..r..-.1Ì:r 't:t,;., iJ,,ii'."l.¡lr. ::J.-

(4) A County Central Corirmittee r41y only issué,.e-nd94s,"ryçfrl, rçlated to c,1yrdidater,""! UUtoq issues in its
county. The state central comrnittee r.nav issue.ç4$p¡serpçntq gçlaJç,{Ío¡a¡ry.and a[îtatcwidg and federal
elections fArticle III(AX2Xb)] and baliot irr"ç.. 

"i _oyçu qijl+gJreme¡rls, oa plu]rty¡prp,qf,€,cgtdidares and
ballot issues.if there is no funCÍioqi.n¡g ¿quoiy 

"g"t{; "iryir.¡Fj¿ge 
r4.rþç,çou4tX,: i. ,0, 2...; _,.; ,::

(5) For purposes of this Endorsemêrìt Folicy ':Greën'Party.êaridldát¿:'-rireárrs,ariy of ùhefo1Tôwing: a political
candidate who is running as a candidate of the Green Party'i ihia ñrin-partii'án tace a-cåriðídàte ;ho ls a
current member in good standiqi of theGreenrParty;,or;:'awt'ite-"h candldate whö,ib¡a cuüeùt member in good
standingoftheGreenParty. .. r,,.',-i: ,;'3.i.ìl 'ijr'.,.r-r>rj,,r::r'íj*,.\. ' ;i:\.;',,",., i,:...:::'.,

'' .::, ,,, ,::. ,.'. ,,-,- ìì :j-,.'..!ir-)r:, j. .r ,_,_i, 1 'r'i.,\,r ':..,. ,,i¡, ,:i:t-,.
1. If there is a Gree! Par.ty gandid?Iç,il tè,IaE€. Çea!1a!Çommineçs.4ay oJy endorse that candidare

unless that candidate has bee4 tpt". tAJ"Uy ¿ttp"g.ysa bir a Ceptr4l co*-iúg*, in which case an
endorsement may hg issugd'as dqe;r'ti::';.¡,1frirr.ãrrr.r.'" remaiRder of.thiq,p,oli-¡r.

2. In partisall races Cr..n narty C"rrir¿ Co-*itá", may not epdqrsç a rnember of afiy other
recognized political party.

3. In non-partisan races with no Green Party Candidate'the Cèntral Cémmittees may endorse
candidates as longäs there is no rriêntlon of the'endðised õåndidaieii pbtiticd paiÍy and the '

candidate cioes not publicly identi$rrheiself orhimself às'a meinbe, ofianotherì.ecognized potitical
þarty. .: - :

(6) Subject to Sections 1-5 above Central Committees may endorse nop-Green party candidates as,long as the
enclorsement cornplies with the rernaining próvìsions of this Endor.sement policy.
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(7) Central,Committee er.rdqrse{nents related to ballot.issues mây be granted after the Central Committee holds

at lp-ast onè (r) properly cprrve-ne d pullic mç.eting..l¡ith p.ublic naiics,that'atúre m-eeting the Central ., .

Commi3tee intendg' tq c,onsider the,,þalloj.iSsqeerüdqfsé--rneqÊr, Dlrrins' the rmêeting: the ballot issue rnust be

discussed and deb-ated prior,:lo &n çqdor&e:¡rtsrtt .dçc-isi:o$b.y T.he;Oentral- Os.mmittpe,

(a) other than Green Party Preside"iieÏ';äAViÈA.gicdi¿è¡qi¡Ëå"úráät*, u.,y éunaiaate seeking an

à"rdorr"*"rrt musi 
"pp.u, 

fo, a pubti"'airiüd¡iiíàii¡t.l+i¿*''øth'i'rraicerrtrui comniittee considering the

endorsement, with pubiic notice provided'cb'nsiii¿¡t *lttt'ilie'Oúió Gr"èrr'p*ty Bylaws. During the

discussion/interview the candidate seeüing th" õfá¿" Þ¿iiy 
""aoirÈ*tnt 

ùusi affirm his or her commitrnent

to the Green Party key values and be abie to demohsirate that commitment via past, current or promised

actions consistent with the key values. If granted the Central Committee's endorsèment reasoning shall be put

into writing. If the candidate rece.iving,th,._ endorsenaent disagrees with, or has acted inconsistently with, any

Green Party kqy values th.e Celtr{ Committee must set forth a wriüen alalysis explaining both the

endorsement benefits and potentiaÌ endorìèment detrimenid with an expú'rftlo1'of why the Central

Committee believes the benefits o.ttirbigh the detriments. 
' : ' 'i ;ì: ';

(9) A County Cential Committee or State'Centrâl Comminee"member may request that ihe State Central

autho'rize endorsing a'óândídâte ïiot'othéi#iËe p.'riiiitt.a tò b. 
"nAåtreå 

under'ttii's ï¡dorr"*"nt Policy. The

State Central CoùÃitte"'*ay grzint an en¿ôrs;¿r,t foliry'.*cèptiori if thèr" is u .åmp.lling justification that. : . . "" - :.
is discussed and approväd by the State Cehtrat colni¡itteà:'i: l : ' : l' . ' ",: ,.
Appendix trPreep P.eqty of0hig Statewide Ofgq$izpti-e.¡s,l plpn. i

The dreén Party of Ohio, being recognized as a minor politicat party in the State of Ohio will at its first

opportunity elect state central committee memberS ahd county ceiitral:committee merhbers through election

in ihe Ohio Frimary Electioú to be cônducted'ôn Majl a, zoltOl ânA in eàch'subsequènt statewldé primary.

Election of StaterCentral Committee Membêrs The candidâtes ivill be electe¿l within and iêpresent the districts

currently clrawn atonþ thé boundáiiés of Ohiô's:ít (àfêùëii) State Board of Educaïion DistricTs. At the primary

eleition to be held M ay 4; Zotr o,'and in each sribséqueìrt staiewíde primary; éäfai¿afes *ili bt found qualified if
they: ' i. 

," '
1) Are qualified elçcto¡s prope¡ly residing rvithin the district they çeek to r,qp¡esçnt, , . ,

2) Súbnrit a ..,alid declaration of candidacy and petition.for ca-ndidate to the Bciard of ElecÍions in the most

populôus county'or pârt,couhtywithirl the distiict by àpni Febidary t8, ZO1O, or within ttre appointecl deadline

to appeáf on the ballot in any subsequent statewide prim'ary. Recognizirtg that candidates of newly formed

political parties mäyiseek ilection as â inenibêr of a nèwly formed political party regardless of prior party

affiliation, all candidacies for these elected positions in this election lrill be considered valid for this purpose.

F,lection of state central committee members at future primary elections in even numbered years, will require

candidates to be affiliated members of the Green Party of Ohio pursuant to current Ohio law and in full

compliance with Ohio requirements for candidates for this party ofiìce. It is the intent of this plan to elect four

state central committee members from each district, including at least one man and at least one woman. If
sufficient numbers of potential canciidates reflecting required gencler equity do not file declarations of
candidacy and petitions for candidates then that gender specific seat shall be held unfilled. The elected term of
state central committee members shall commence six days after certification of election by the Board of

Elections in the most populous counly of the district and expire two years later or six days after certification of
the next primary election held in even-numbered years, whichever is longer. Vacancies may be fllled by a

majority vote of state central commitlee members, as provided in Article IV Section C.2 of the Green Party of
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C,hio's bylalvs ancl in 'âccordance with current.@hlo'iaw.iUpon electiorr ahd ceifificaticn byr the Boardr. 
"f,, 

.,

Elections in,the most'þopulou counü)/.4tieaclr.districti,thejriewly eleetecl statb'central coiruníttee'wÍli,inrr.rc¡t i ,

less thair 10 days not in noi'rnÞreithfir'fti'dáiÈ,ft1eo'tian$gleet:t-wti,ioÌr¿t:irper'sarrs, oire manjafì¿lirlnewoniaäi;â: -'

secretary and a treasurer. Therpârt1z officefgrWill Êeiv.eiát:thä,pleaBure'Of tl.¡e,state'cential corr¡mittee.*Within 3O

davs orthe elecfign,,$,e p,,.alþr} ¡e,g¡:tq:'¡,,y,1|!ûiç'tþ:,,i1pçf+?,+i add;çssgl,gjjhre-, s.ta¡,-g Sçltrelic,qq¡gittee,ard
party officers rJiltr i¡e p...gi"tu'yoiS.-t..q¡é. fp;qf" óidünq','41t1,ö"*3'ìg;e.rvre+pil1i+l.t*',+0r9, this,,
plan provides f9r the creatiôn oi cgrlltf central cð--nittees, leWfr.irU c.'*.,gtitte-e, p"¡rop¡ to Iro ¡p a"!,1eE l,;
those positions at the primary çlection il even;nurïtbçrçd y"arç. ffre tandidates will be eledted withlna"¿
represent the county in wtrici irrey seek election arthl pri'-áry. ir"gfç¡ ,ärá,ri"fO 

--l¿"i 
à,;0j9,þ""qåuiçi',

1)Arequalifiedelectorsproperlyresidinglvithinthecountytheyseehtô,Íeþresent t't.:t:.;.::..':t' :;'':.::'r i.i,.

2) submit a valid declaration of candiáqcy¡ô qhe- coütt¡.g¡;a.9rii;.iiá"*¡.1a ap¡",'1.p!u*v æ.. aó1ö; er "
withintheappointeddeadlinetoappearontheballot,rn.Eg¡pqrtisanprimary- ,:i: i . .,i; .: .,1, , .,.,:. .l

Recognizing [hat candidates 9f neyJy {orgred po!igc4} p3¡lres çay.,seek eJeçlioa A'g,3 prypeî,1,{ a neWJl, 
,

formed political party regardless of prior party affiliation, all cand.idacies fo¡ ihçpç ete,qfqd party pogitio4q in.
this election will be considered valid for this purpose..Election of county cent¡qf co.mr4rttçeimç¡nbgs- a! fufu¡e
primary elections in even numbered years wili requiie Ç.+rrfi$ltes.,t,q¡" "mli+"if 

mem!g¡j'o{lf{g"c}ii"" r*b'
of Ohio pursuant to current Ohio law and in full compliance with Ohio rèquiiements for cahdidateÀ for this
party office. It is the intent of this plan to eleéÈ amaxirnuiii irf iSr'¿oüntyìcóuntf coinmittee inehrbers.pet' ..:.. .È:,

count¡ when three are at least 5 candidates,.po, r,lrore,than 60yo.may be ofany geqd.er, If sr¡fficiqnt nur4bçrs gf
pot"rriiul cut ãidate* reflectrng req¡rrred gender eq.uily .dc r19t filg ,diçlurqi¡åi;. "f 

."rdi{açy lhen that,S,q44gl,,,
specific seat sha{ be,hgld un6lled.,Electioq of corrnty ce4t¡p! cgmminee.r¡remberg FhaI be Ç.ondu,cted,in.eag4 ,
county in the state. The elected term of county committee memþers, shall commençe.si4. d¿ys aftçr ce¡ti{c1ligg
of election by the Soard of eJecf¡911s and expire lwo yeâïF fatgr ol slx dqls.afte1 çertincaUqr-, of the nerl .,., . -

primary election hçld in even-numbered years, whichgvcr is.fonger., Vaqancies-may be,'fille{.by,.a ppjo¡ity,vole
of county central committee membels, as provided in Article IV, Section C.2 of the Green Party of Ohio'. . ,,
bylaws and in accordance with current Ohio law. Upon election and certification by the Board of Elections the
newly elected county commi'nêe will in not iess than 10 tiays nor ilì noù rìíore ttr¿lniS aái'ii iirLtt arrá"lèit t*o
chairpersons, one marr and one rñ¡oman, a sec4ç!aï)a aqd ?,,trea" Urer. Witþin 30 dayç,arf thç,çl.qc!iq+ the county
committee secretary vzill file the naqnes and,adelresseq of tþp,rnErïùgts of the ço"unty,c_gnt1al çopr4ittee,ând, ,

committee officerB with their County Board.qf Eleclions. Ad.gptçd J44uary,23, Qp10 en bçhaf of the Gregn
Party of olrio Anita Rios Co-chairper,so4,J3n :çary 23, z01Q Dgvid Berenson-,Ço-çhgirp.e_po-+J4nuary 23, z0l0 .
TimothyKettlersecretaryJanuary 23,20L0 ;. i .r,.r ;..¡ iri¡ ,.- . , ,t: .,. :r., ,.', :.

" ,ì:.:.i' . ...'.¡.t¡.¡¡ ,.,...'r..ljr.: "t¡..
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Green Party of Ohio
1S21 Ëast Ërnad $trçet, Columþus, ühio ð33Û5

6{4-374-23$*

*\ugust ll, ?CI16

hlr. Jon I'Issted

ûhi'¡ fie,;retary *f $Tat*
l8ü lkst ijmarl lîtr:*et I fir" lT**r
ü*krrrtbr¡s, üllÍo 43?1 5

f)ear Se*retary of $late Jo¡r l"h¡sted:

'lhis lclter is t* rcrtify tr: you, as the ühi* fiecrctary of $tatc, the pln*cment rxr the presitierrtial

ballot of {)þi* thc i'oi}E¡wing narnes as Fresident a¡rd Vice Frrcside*t for the t}hi* üreen F*rty;
pÍesidc¡tt: Jill Stein; VÌce Pr:esídeu{lAj*mu Baraka"

'l'his çerti{icati*u is in aecorrlnnce with ilhapter 3505.1û(n){3}, This is in acccrd¡rnce with both

the ühio {ireen Farty's state and nalional co*ventions. The state aonverrtion wr¡s hslel on ,4'pril 3,

Zfl I g¡ and tbe nati*n*! (kcen Fany e*nvention was held August 4-V r2*lú. Thc sbôvc refbleused

sa.¡rdidatçs ar* certificd ir¡ aecorrfa*ce with ths rule* cf the CIhic tlresrr Party anel tlw Ûr'een f*rty
c¡f the U¡:itsil $tates,

'l"his ijc¡rilicatieilr as rcquired try law dr:signales the &:llowing presidenti*l eleclors to sntisf.v thr:

ree¡uirements af" Ch*pter 35 $3. I tì{8X3)'

tt.
2"

4.
5"

s.
?

¡!.
9.
I t).
t!11,

1:.
I_1 .

t4.
rcI _r.

Phillip M*harich, l?$ liast lf2nrl St.,l:luÊiid, ÛI"l44il9
Csnsfance {isdell-No$/terl¡, l{}8? lair Ave., Calu*tþus, ü}t 432*5
'l'ckta'l'nytor-l,agwoy, 5 lt0 Kingshill tlr., Colunrbus, Ûl"l 43229

{irvorr E. Marslrall, 141? Bcrc,liff Âvs,, Cincinnati, SÏI 45723

Ilonafu{ L Rucknagcl, S?1 tì^ Mcliri:rg'TVny, Apt. 12ü9r Cinci$ñâti, Sil 45?$}
l-Ìorscy R. fitcbbins, l1ti25 Mtunl Hclly et", Cincinnati, OH ¿i534Û

.lini Yillarri, 4966 Blackrvtnd Rd., ll*ardt*a*, {JTf 44512

Robe¡t Fitral<is, 1{121 $ast !}raaci St", Colunbus" $H 4l?{}$
lir¿r¡nnc Pa{zitro 1i}21 East llrc¡acl St', Colwtbus, *H432û5
$tr::p'h*r filntso, *463 Ëla*ks Rd., SW P*faskal*, OlI43ilS2
Jnsepb Þsïx{alç, 517 $*uth Main St., Itowling {ireen' üt"I434ü?
¡luita RiCIs.2ti26 Rcrhínwaod Áve., Tr:lc'do, üÞT 4361ü

Natkåãicl Lane, S3 L Crcstlir¡e r\ve, Cineir:nati, ü[[ 45?ü5

Kim Vt'i.se,3ß? ¡\mûa.u$ Ave., Cin¡;:imr¿tio OH 45220

h4ary Â Riss,561{ Dennisein Rd,"lbiedo, ÇH 436t5
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16,

1?,

1S.

.4dela Ri*s, 5611 Ðenníson ft.d,'ïaleelo, üIl416l5
l3ougl*s J*mbarl Swcct. 80* Village'I'rnil'lld,, Mauntee, $¡I43537
üonnie trlammond, 16S Aclnn Road, Columbus, ûl-143214

lf therç rtrï any questions ûr co$cen:$ ngai'ding this $ffi*ial cc*iäc¡¡tion, pleasc qtüf¿lct Rúbsrt

Fitralqis nr 6 t ¿t-3 74. 23 80 *r rnbgtfi trakis@gm nil, ronr.

fìincerely

û,rn^rg fra

d,*,ln *l
Robert J. F'itrakis, Ðhio #rerrn Farty {o.Chair
trlnstanc* {iadell-N*v*t*n, Ohir: ür'een Pa*y, Co-Chair
'lekla T*ylcr-Lagway, *hia {ircEn Fnrty $ecretarl'

AOR018



Major & Minor political parties Cerri$r Candidates for Ohio Ballot, ... http://www.sos.state.oh.usÁnediaCenter/20 l6120 l6-08-10-a.aspx
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NEWS RELEASE

MAJOR & MINOR POLITICAL PARTIES

CERTIFY CANDIDATËS FOR OHIO BALLOT

INDEPËNDENT AND WRITE.IN

CANDIDATES FILE

August 10, 2016

COLIJMBUS - Ohio Secretary of State Jon Husted

announced today that all recognized Major and Minor

Political Parties ¡n Ohio have certif¡ed their candidates for
President and Vice Pres¡dènt of the Un¡ted States,

solidifying the parties' place on Ohio's ballot ¡n the

November 2016 Presidential General Election.

The Democratic National Committee:
Ce¡fified by Representat¡ve Marcia Fudge and Mayor
Ste ph a n ¡e Raw I ¡ n g s-B I a Re

For Pres¡dent of the United States: Hillary Rodham

Clinton

For Vice-President of the Un¡ted States: Tjmothy

M¡chael Kaine

The Green Party of Ohio:
Certified by Green Pañy Co-Chairs Robert J. F¡trak¡s &

Co n st a n ce G ad el I -N ewto n

For President of the United States: Jill Stein

For Vice-President of the United States: Ajamu Baraka

The Republican National Committee:
Cettified by U.S. House Speaker Paul Ryan and
Convent¡on Secretary Susie Hudson

For President of the United States: Donald J. Trump

For Vice-President of the United States: Michael R.

PencÆ

Today (9oth day before the Presidential General Election)

also marked the filing deadline for independent cand¡dates

for President and Vice President of the United States.

The follow¡ng ¡nd¡viduals have filed to run for
President (and Vice President) as an lndependent
Candidate:

¡ Darrell Castle (V-P., Scott Bradley)
. Richard Duncan (V.P., Ricky Johnson)
. Charles Earl (V.P, Kenneth Moellman, Jr)
. Michael Steinberg (VP, "Rocky" Roque De La

Fuente)

Secretary Husted will direct the county boards of elections

to válidate the petitions and s¡gnatures of the independent

candidates by Friday, August 19, 2016.

The following individuals have filed to run for
President (and Vice Pres¡dent) as a Write-ln Candidate

I of2 8123/2016 12:54 PM
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IVfajor & Minor Political Parties Certifu Candidates for Ohio Ballot, ... http://www.sos.state.oh.us/mediaCenter/20I61201ó-08-10-a-aspx

(deadl¡ne to file is August 29th):

. Michael B¡ckelmeyer ry.q Robert Young)

. Ben Hartnell (V.P., Dave Marshall)

. Douglas Thomson (V.P., Thomas Ducro)

Pursuant to Section 3505.01 of the Ohio Revised Code,
the Secretary will cert¡fy the official form of the ballot no
later than August 30, 2016.

Additional lnformatlon:

. Democratic National Committe-e Presideniial
Nomination

. Republican National Committee Pres¡dential
Nomination

. Green Partv oÍ Oh¡o Pres¡dentiãl Nomination

###

Contãct Our Off¡ce OlfÌce Publi€tions Privacv State of Ohio

(614) 466-2655 | (877) SOS-OHIO (877-767-6446)

TTY: (614) 466-0562 | TTY Toll-free: (877) 644-6889

I 80 East Broad Street, 16th Floor I Columbus, Ohio 4321 5

SecretarvHusted&lheOff¡ce Elect¡ons&Vot¡no CamoaignFinance Leoislâtion&Ballotlssues Businesses Records Media

/&!¡
Åo@F &râ¡æ,'
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Fited Presidential Candidates Primary Election Candidates
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MED¡A CËNTËR

MEDIA INQUIRIES
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Filed Presidential Candidates Primary Election
Cand¡dates

Joshua Eck
Press Secretary
J EcR@ O h ¡ o Secret a ryof State. g ov
(614) 466-2729

For President of the United States" (listed in
alphabeticâl order)
View the cand¡dates'f¡ling doauments here**

. Jeb Bush, Republican

. Ben Carson, Republican

. Chris Christie, Republican

. Hillary Clinton, Democrat

. Ted Cruz, Republican

. Roque "Rocky" De La Fuente, Democrat

. Carly Fiorina, Republican

. Lindsey Graham, Republican

. M¡ke Huckabee, Republican

. John Kasich, Republican

. Martin O'Malley, Democrat

. Rand Paul, Republican

. Marco Rubio, Republ¡can

. Bernie Sanders, Democrat

. Rick Santorum, Republican

. Donald Trump, Republican

. \^/illie W¡lson. Democrat

*This ¡s a l¡st of cand¡dates who have f¡led w¡th the

Secretary of State's office. Certification of these
candidates' filings musf be done by January 5th
**Electron¡c cop¡es may not be ava¡lable for al! cand¡dates.

Continue to check the link above for updates.

For Member of the Un¡ted States Senate from Ohio
(listed in alphabetical order, alongside the¡r stated party

affiliat¡on):

. Joseph DeMare, Green Party

. Don Elijah Eckhart, Republican

. Rob Portman, Republican

. Kell¡ Prather, Democrat

. P.G. Sìttenfeld, Democrat

. Ted Strickland, Democrat

. Melissa Strzala, Republican

For Supreme Court of Ohio (listed in alphabetical order,

alongside theír party affiliat¡on and the pos¡t¡on they w¡ll

seek). FTC stands for Full Term Commencing:

. Pat DeWine, Republican, Justice of the Ohio
Supreme Court (FTC 11212017)

. Pat Fischer, Republican, Justice of the Ohio
Supreme Couri (FTC 11112017)

. Maureen O'Connor, Republican, Chief Justice of the

Ohio Supreme Court (FTC 11112017)
. John P O'Donnell, Democrat, Justice of the Ohio

Irln Huste
CIhic Secrttñry {rf Stir

Home secretary Husted & the office

As of the close of business Wednesday, December 16,

2015, the candidates below have f¡led w¡th our office to

run ¡n the 2016 Primary Elect¡on. Today (4:00pm) was
the f¡ling deadline for anyone w¡shing to appear on the

ballot during the 2016 Primary Elect¡on.

Tweets ¡v
(O()tiiososHusiert

g Ohio SOS Jon ...

@OhioSOsHust...

We've partnered w

echicHilrory 2 prcduce an

iBook that can be used as â

lool 2 educale/'engage

people in US Democrâcy

b:l ltrsos-!rt tk

Ohio: Pâthway to the ,.,

Read a free sampl€ or...

¡tune.s apple 
:om

56r¡

E¡nbed ViÊr¿ on Tv4tler
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Supreme Court (FTC 11112017)
o Colleen O'Toole, Republ¡can, Just¡ce of the Ohìo

Supreme Court (FTC 11112017)
. Cynthia Rice, Democrat, Justice of the Ohio

Supreme Court (FfC 11212017)

Candidates for all other off¡ces must file w¡th the county

boards of elections. You may find a l¡sting of all counly
boards of elections on Secretary Husted's website here.
Congressional and General Assembly cândidates file in

the most populous county ¡n their district. You can find a
listino of the most populous cnrinty in each district on page

23 of the Candidate Requirement Guide (available here).

ContactOurOff¡æ Ofüc6Publications Pivacv StateofOhio

(614) 466-2655 I (877) SOS-OHIO (877-767-6446)

TTY: (61 4) 466-0562 | TTY Toll-free: (877) 64+6889

180 East Broad Street, 16th Floor I Columbus, Oh¡o 43215

SecretaruHusted&theOff¡ce Elections&Voting CamoaionFinancê Leoislat¡on&Ballotlssu€s Bus¡nosses Records Med¡a

úêJ
ÂùoÉq'sfÂù€R'
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Gr¡mmittee Narne GREEN PARTYOF OHIO (GENERAL POLITICAL ACCOUNT)

Report Type ANNUAL (JANUARY)

Rcport Year 2015
Llrae{ 1) Amount Foru¿ard $ 1,300.76
Re¡rort Filed Date 02/aL/2A76
Line{ 2) Total Contribution Received
Limei3) Total Other Income

L680.00
$0.00

Line{5} Total Ëxpenditures
Line{6) Balance On Hand

gLdB4.7L

$496.0s
Initind Contribution Made $0.00
Inkind Contribution Received $0.00

Outstanding Debts Owed By Committee s0.00
Outstanding Loans Owed 3y Committee $0.00

Outstanding Loans Owed To Committee $0.00
Intlependent Expeditures Made
Teital 0hio Receipts

$0.00

$0.00

-L- r

i eacf<,i

Disclaimer
iHE CAMPAIGN FINANCE INFORMATION IN THIS DATABASE CONTAINS DATA FROM THE YEAR 201O TO PRESENT THE DATABASE
CONTAINS BOTI-I AUDITED AND UNAUDITED DATA, AS REPORTS ARE AUDITED, IT IS LIKELY THAT THE DATA WILL CHANGE. THE
I.4OET CURRËNT INFÔRMATION AVAILABLE FOR EACH TRANSACilON AND REPORT IS REFLECTED IN THE DAÏABASE.

http://v,rt,vw6.sos.state.oh.us/ordslf?p-119'.44'O'.:NO::P44_Rp_lD,P44_LISTTYPE:190651567,simp1e 1t1
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Special notice for Green Party Ballots: Primary election ballols for minor political parties
the offices and positions for which valid declarations of candidacy have been filed.shalllist

AI County B Primary ElectionI cI March 15,2016

lnstructions to Voter

c To vote; completely darken
the oval ( rD )to the left of
your choice.

o Note the permitted number of
choices directly below the title
of each candidate office. Do
not mark the ballot for more
choices than allowed.

lf you mark the ballot for more
choices than permitted, that
contest or question will not be
counted.

a

To vote for a write-in
candidate: completely
darken the oval ( t! ) to the
left of the blank line and write
in the candidate's name. Only
votes cast for candidates who
filed as write-in candidates
can be counted.

r Do not write in a candidate's
name if that person's name
already is printed on the ballot
for that same contest.

¡ lf you make a mistake
or want to change your
vote: return your ballot to an
election official and get a new
ballot. You may ask for a new
ballot up to two times.

For U.S. Senator
(Vote for not morê than 1)

For County Commissioner
(Full term commencing 1-3-29171

(Vote for not more than l)o Joseph R. DeMare

For Representative to
Congress

District)
(Vote for not more than l)
t

o print Candidate Name
o P¡i¡f Candidate Name

For Prosecuting Aftorney
(Vote for not more than l)

o Print Candidate Name o print candidate Name
o print Gandidate Name o Print Candidate Name

For Judge of the
Gourt of Appeals

District)
(Full term commencing xx-xx-20xx)

{Vote for not more than f}

(

For Clerk of the
Court of Common Pleas
(Vote for not more than 1)

o Print Candidate Name
o Print Candidate Nameo print Candidate Name

For Sheriff
(Vote for not more than 1)

o P¡i¡f Candidate Name

For Member of State Central
Gommittee
(______ District)
(Vote for not more than 4)

o Prínt candidate Name
o print candidate Name

For County Recorder
(Vote for not more than 1)o P¡i¡{ Candidate Name

o Print Gandidate Name o Print Candidate Name

For State Senator
(-_-_-_--_ District)
(Vote for not more than 1)

o print Candidate Name

For County Treasurer
(Vote for not more than 1)

o Print Candidate Name <r P¡i¡1 Candidate Name
<3 Print Gandidate Narne o Print Candidate Name

For State Representative
(-_____ District)
(Vote for not more than 1)

For County Engineer
(Vote for not more than 1)

o P¡i¡t Candidate Name
o Print Candidate Name o print Candidate Name
o Print Gandidate Name

For Coroner
(Vote for not more than 'l)For Judge of the Court of

Common Pleas
(Full term commencing xx-xx-20xx)
(Vote for not more than 1)

o Print Gandidate Name
o print candidate Name

Page 1 of 2

o print Candidate Name
o Print Gandidate Name

For County Commissloner
(Full term commencing $2åAfil
(Vote for not more than 1)

o print Candidate Name
o Print Candidate Name

A OOl TWP AI B I 0001:1 I 001c

OFFICIAL GREEN PRIMARY BALLOT

This SAMPLE ballot provides the CORRECT TITLES and ORDER OF OFFICES for
ballot layout for candidates for the March 2016 primary Election.

The space for a write-in candidate should be provided only if applicable. See ballot layout directive.
1t5t2016
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Special notice for Green Party Ballots: Pr¡mary election ballots for minor political parfies
shall list only the offices and positions for which valid declarations of candidacy have beenrfiled

D County E Primary Election F March 15, 2016

For Member of Gounty
Central Committee

more than 15)

o print Candidate Name
o P¡i¡f Gandidate Name

lf applicable insert:
OFFICIAL QUESTIONS AND

ISSUES BALLOT
from this point forward

lnsert board member
signatures

Page 2 af 2

D OO1 TWP A E 0001:1 F 001

OFFICIAL GREEN PR¡MARY BALLOT

This SAMPLE ballot provides the CORRECT TITLES and ORDER OF OFFICES for
ballot layout for candidates for the March 2016 Primary Election.

The space for a write-in candidate should be providecf only if applicable. See ballot layout directive
11512016
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Political Parties
Directive 2476-26

permonenl directive issued on 08/05/201ó

Ig*,Il.y,fJ$"ffit

SECTION 1.CI1 PARTY AFFITIATION

A. Prin'lory ElecËion

Primori'electior'¡ ,¡cters cleiermine who will be nominoted os condidotes for
polilicol porties to compete for porticulor offices of the genercrl eleclion.
Primory eleciion voters olso elect members of the conirolling committees of
politícol parties, crnd delegctes ond oliernotes to the conventions of politicol
porties.r Some issues clso might be on the bollot of o primory election.

For purposes of Ohio election lcw, on individuql offilicrtes with o politicol porty
by voting in thcrt porty's primory election. An individuol does not regisier o
politicol porty preference when he or she registers to voie. lf o voter does not
wont io crffilioie with o politicol porty, then the voter mcy vofe for issues only
if ony issues were certified to the ballot in thot voter's precinci.

lf on elector votes in c porty's primory election, the elector's voting history will

reflect the fcct thct the elector voted in thoi party's primory election.

R.c. ss)t "0t IEJU)-{2) .

AOR026



Ohio Election Officiol Manuol Ohio Secretory of Stote

B. Delermining Fcrty Affiliqtion

An elector is considered to be o member of o politîcol pcrrty if he or she

voted in thot porty's primory eleclion wiihin the preceding iwo colendar
yecrs, or if he or she did not vote in ony oiher porty's primcry election within

the preceding two colendor yeors.2 Eoch boord of elections musf enter
voting hisfory ond updote porty offìlicrtion following eoch primory eleciion.
For crdditioncrl informotion on determining porty offìlioiion (see Ç-hgplef"-3.

Vofer Registrction of this monuol).

e. Elecled OffÌciol Moy Chcnge Porly Affiliolion

A person who holds crn elective offìce for which ccndidotes CIre nominoled
of cr pcrty's primory election moy be o condidote for o different politicol

poriy's 6:rimcry election if the person completes ond fìles the oppropriote
declorotion, Secretory of Stote Form l0-Y.3 The person's declsroiion must:

ße filecl not loter thcrn 4:00 p.m. of the 30th doy before o declorotion of

ccndidocy crnd petition is required to be fìled under section 3513.05 of
the Revised Code;

. Be frled with the some offìciqlwith whom the person fìling the
declcrotion of intent is required to fìle a decloroiion of condidocy ond
petition; ond

. lndic'cte the poliiicol porty whose nomination in the primory election the
person seeks.4

No person who files o declorotion, Form l0-L cCIn fìle onother such

declarction for o period of l0 yeors ofter ihe cleclarction is fìled.

R.C. 3513.05 TZ.

R.C. 3513. l9 I ICJ ; The individuol must use Secretory of Stote Form l0-Y .

R.C.3s¡3.¡9¡lCL.

o

2

3

4

Cho,pler 13; Pt¡iillt crl r)crrfir.:i t ') )
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Ohio Eleclion Offìciql Msnuol Ohio Secretory of Stcfe

SECTIOI{ T "02 ,VIAJOR V. MINOR FOtlTlCAt PARTIËS

Poliiicol porties in Ohio ore eifher mojor politicol porties or minor poÊiticol p;orties.5

A. fVlajor Forlies

A nrojor political porty is o politicol porty organizecJ under the lows of the
sicrte rr¡hose condidcrte for gor,,ernor or nominees for presidentiol electors
received not less thon 20 perceni of the totol vote cosl of the most recent
reguicr stcte elecfion"ó There ore two mojor politicol porties in Ohio - the
Democratic ond Republicon Porties.

B" fi¿lÊne¡r Parties

A minor pr:liticol porty is o political porty orgonized under the lows of the
stote cs o result of one of the following:

'I'he minor poriy's candidate for governor or its nominees for presidenliol

electors received less thon 20 percent but noi less thqn 3 percent of the
f3'iç¡l lrsfe cost of lhe most recent regulor siote election; or

a

o

5

6

7

A group of vofers fìled o porty formotion petition with the Secretory of
Stote thqt satisfìed the requirements of Revised Code 3517.01 .7

Am. Sub. S. 8., No. 193 eliminctted on "intermediote politicol pcrty."

ß.Ç-ff0j.0l1Ellll.
R.C.3s0t.0l (FLlz),.
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SECTIOI\J T.O3 MINOR POLITICAT PARTIES

A. Esloblishing o MEnor Politicol Porly

ï. Percentoge of Tolol Vste

The law provides o mechonism for c group to ochieve minor politicol
pcrrt'l stctus by fìelcling a condiCote fcr gCIvernor or nominees for
presidentiol electors ond receiving o requisite number of votes:

ln 2014, o politicol porty whose candidole for governor received
le.ss thon 20 percent but not less thon 2 perceni of the totol vote
cost for thcrt office oi the 2014 generol election remoins o minor
politicol porty for c period of four yeors ofter meeiing these
requiremenis.s

a

ln ?0,lé ond ofter, o politicol pcrty whose condidote for governor or
nominees for presidentiol electors receive less thon 20 percent but
not less thon 3 perceni of the totolvote cosf for such offìce of ihe
mosi recent regulor stcrte election will remoin cr minor porty for four
yecrs ofter meeting these requirements.e

2. Petition Frocess

The lr:u¡ olso provides o mechcnism for groups to become minor politicol
pcrriies by pe'tition. To become cr minor porfy by petition, CI group must
file o porTy formotion petition with the Secretr:ry of Stote.

The porty formotion petition must:

" Be signed by quolified eleciors equcl to at leost I percent of the
iotç¡l v¡1u for gcvernor or norninees for presidentícrl elecfors of the
most recent election for such office;

Am. Sub. S.ß. No. 193, 130th Generol Assembly, Seclion 4 (20131

R.C. 350i .0 t (F)(?.)íaI.

o
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. ße signecÌ by n,:i fewrer thon 500 qualified electors frotrr eoch of ot
ieast crne*hr:if of the congressionql dístricts in fhe stcte:

" Declcre the petitioners' intention of orgonizing c politiccl pcrty cnd
of pcrficipoiing in the succeeding generol election thc¡f occurs
rnore thon I25 doys cfter the fiting dqte;

.' ]esigncte; c cornnriilee of not less thcn threre nor more ihon fìve

cf ihe ¡reiitioners, who will represent the petitioners in oll motters

reloting to the petition; ond

* \lcme tlre prospecti,¡e politiccrl porty in the c{ecloroiion. The nome
rriust not be similor tcr thct of on existing pcrrty nome"10

Upon fìling the petiticn, the new pol:ticol party comes into legol
existence cncJ is ei'ltitiecl to nominate con,Jidcies to oppeor on the
bollot ct the generol election in odd or even-numbered yeors thot
occurs more thon 125 doys ofter the fìling dcrfe.Ìl

The Secretcri'y of Stqte rrrust prorrrptly tronsmit io ecrch boord of elections
the seporofe petitions popers of thot boord's couniy.r2 Eoch boord of
eleciions must exomine crnd determine ihe suffìciency of the signotures
on the peiition popers ond reiurn them to the Secretory of Stote not
loter than the I I Bth doy before the generol election. The petition popers

must tce submitted to the Secretory of Stote's Office olong with the
i:corcl's *-.¡'tificcriion cf the volicjity or invcliriiiy of lhe signotures on fhe

¡retition.r3

l0

ll

t2

t3

R.C. ssr70_wù.
R.C. 3517.012(Al(l) . Liberlarian Porty of Ohio, Case No. 2:13-cv-953

R.C. 3s l 7.0r 2A) {2) {a).

R.C. s s t 7.0 t 2 {A) (2UbL.
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a { written protest cgcinst the peiition moy be fìled wiih the Secretcry
*f ,f ictc l:1'ci-iy r-¡uclifìed electcr nol i*ier fhnn j'he I I 4th dcry before
r'he genercl eleciion.ra

* The Secretory of Siale must determine the sufficiency of the porty
forrnr:fion petiiion and notify the comrnittee designotecl in the
petition of thot determination not lcter fhan ihe 95ih doy before the
g*n*re;l eleciion"is

B. Non¡åmo*iopl c'f f; e,lnrCÉq$o*'cls

fioch candiclc¡te or pr:ir cf joini cancliclates wishinE to oppeor on the generol
election bcllot c¡c the nr:rninee or nominees of the porty thct fìled the porty
formation petifion shcll fìle c nominoiing petition not lofer lhan 1 10 dcys

before the genercl eler*ìon ond nof earlier thcrn fire dcy the opplicoble
parttrr forryictian petition is fiied.ló

The nomincting pefition must boih be on c form prescribed by the Secretory
of Stoie ond include the nome of the politicol porty ihat subrnitted lhe
pcrfy fornicÍir:rr petition"rT These norninqling petition fornrs prescribed by the
Secretcry, f'qrus 4_Ç ihrough 4-G qre avoilqble on the Secrefory of Sfofe's
websife.

lf ihe ccndidacy is to be subrniited to efectors ihroughoui the entire stote,rB

fhe nonrinctirrg pefitio¡r musf be signed by ct leost 50 quolifìed electors who
hove, nof voTed os c nlember of o different poliiiccl porty oi cny primory

t4 The pretÍest will be resolved in the some rnonner os specified under R.C. 350 7.39.
R.C. 35i7.Q|2LNíZJàI"

R.C. 35t /.Q12(A) {2) {ai,t .

R.C.35i7.0I2,'iLil).
With the exceçriion cf the prr:visicns cf Revisecl Code 35A5.03,.3505.08, 3506.11,3513.31,
35i3.31¡, ond 35i3.312, lhe provìsions of the Revised Code concerning independent
condicJotes whc file nominotinE petitions apply fo condidales r¡rho lle nominoting petitions
under iiris Revised Cocle seclion Pt- 3.5t7n\?IRItll

This inc;iudes petiiions for joini conclidotes for lhe offices of governor ond lîeutencni governor
R.C.3 s t 7. a í 2 ( Bij2IisL.

l5

ró

t7

IB
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elecfio¡r wifhin the current yeor or fhe immediofely preceding iwo colendor
yeoi's.1e ïhc nomincting petitiorr far c cc¡ndidaci¡ to be submitt:.c to electors
throuçl'ro,*,t the enfi¡"e state nrr-rsf be tried wifh îf re .:ecreicry of if*te's Office.2o

lf fhe ccndidocy is io be submitted only tcl electors within c clisfrict, poliiicol
subdivision, or portion thereof, ihe nomincting petition must be sígned by
not less thein five quclified electors who hc¡ve not voled os c member of a
different poliiicol porty of ony primory election within the current yeor or
the immediateiy ¡:receding iwo calendcr yecrs.2r ii'ie nomincli¡-ig petition
for offices fo be voted on by electors wiihirr a disfrict or politiccl subdivision
compi'ised of ,*nore than one county b¡ut less ihcin crll counties of the stoie
musf be filed u¡ith the nrost populous counfy's bocrrd of elections cccording
to the !oi;t feciercl decenniol census.?2The nominoting petiiion for offìces to
be> voied on by electors,¡¿i+hin o counfy or clistrici smcller thcn c¡ county musi
be f¡leclwith ':hre bccrd c:f r;lectioirs for thot ca,".irriy.23

Eoch board of elections must exomine and determine ihe sufficiency of
the signotures nof later ihon the l05th doy before the generol election.2a A
writfen profest moy be fiied not loter than the 100th doy before the genercll
elecIion"2s

The Secrctgr¡r q;f Stcte or the boord of elections, ce opplicoble, must
deteri¡ine v',¡lrether the nominoting peiifion is suffìcient ond notify the
concjiclote cnd the cornmittee designr:ied in lhe pcrrty formofion petiiion of
fhot cjetermination not lcter ihcrn ihe 95th dcy before the general eleclíon.2ó

¡9

20

21

22

24

R.C. i)5 i 7.a í 2(Bi2) ía) .

R.C. 3513.257ict "

R.C.3s1J.ü'21E LUAL"
R.C.35!3.2s7{CI.

td.

R.c. ssu.0tzt&Lßltc].
The profesi must be filed in the scme mcnner os speciled in 8-ej5lJ.2é3.
R.Ç. 3s r7.a t2!djß]{bi..
R Ç._sÅ u ojZBtJâLcJ.
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The c*rilri'¡iii:'* îL.ir c ¡.i,:t'ii¡ i.l'¡ctt h*s :c;bn"iiiteci ,* si-lffìcient ncrfy íormation
peti?ir:ri. ''i':r.¡:;i. n*t lc:ir*r i!'icn tne 75tn day beie":r* rhe general rl¡:ction, certify
to the Secretcry of Stcie c slcte of condidcrfes consisTíng of cui;..:idcrtes or
joinf can'Jidates who submitted suffìcieni nomincrtirrg petitions. The nomes
CIf iii*: ce nc*dctf{:s üi joini ccndidotes ceriifìed by fhe politicu! 'party siote
v,till ct¡:pe,:r *n tfre bcliof ct fhe genera! elecfion cs the porty's nominees for
i'ii os* t.;,rfr {..':.-,:;,27

if c ccr¡tlidsie's nonrinafing petition ís insur'äci,¡¡rri cr íî ii;r: c*ri:¡-:"iifiee does
nof certÌf}r tne cc¡ndidole's norne on tl'¡e cerlifìecj slofe, ihe ccndidote will not
öppeflr on Tlre ballot in The generol election.2s

The sii;i'e cei"iify'iirg th,:: c*r'ciick:tes n-ri¡st

ße on c Íorrn prescril-:ed by the Secrefory of Staie ithe mirior politicol
portli .:;ir:iÍ'e af c<;rlified c,:r'rü'icjcies forrn, tçtn !-ß*, is cvcllcbie on
åcere¿furf¡ of ,Stc.,fit 1 ];

ile sÌgnei:I [-.!, cl! *f the indivi<luals on the conrmittee designcted in the
l)cir-t1, foi'nciior.. peiitloi^ ; r:nd

'Jof lnc"il,rjs ¡-nc,fi: il.,l$ one ccnCidafe for cr,y' l:ub.lj,: offìci:' or more thon

";r'ie re!.:;Í jcínt ce;¡-icji¿jole: for ihe ,:ffice:; cf ilc¡'¡i+rnr;r cnd lieutenont
{)'l'VC;fti Õl'.2e

lf c pcri,l forricl'liçt-¡ petifir:;r ís insr,ifflcieni, rro canCiCc¡te w,iff appeCIr on ihe
bctlloiit: th'=-' ç;êrr'ÌrrJlelec+icn c-:s ihcrt pr-'litical pcrfy's norninee, regcrdless of
whether cnv ccnrdidate's nominoiing petition is suf'ficient.30

27 R.C. 3:, 
'; 
i.rJ I ;;C' t i) "

28 Þ rr^ î':11' ¡.1t)ta\ttOl

2e R.C. 35_17.01 2{C) (!1.
30 R.C.35t /.At2rc)fl.

ô

o
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c' FresidenfÉcr cnd vñee presidenfio! ccrndidçtes cf Reeognized porly
A recognized minor porty must cerfify the norn:.,:: li i.i"r it,¡mii.¡r r.:, ior the
:,'"t:::.:::, ¡:resicfc+irÌ ûrlcj ..¡ic:e Ër"esideni to it-¡e Sr-+r:i.eir:ry of Sfaie no totertriÛr";'í) üütr; 13*i:tlie fhe c-.ic;ie uf ihe generar cleciic;i-¡ for flrcs,, e.,ffìces. Thecerfificcition must be cccomponíed by c list of ihe nümes of lB presidenrtiolelectors vvho wil! represent the porty ond candidotes in the Electorol college,she¡ulo lhe ccndrdates win The generol election"

D. FqrfÉeãpatåon ån Í-rew [åof,i*ieCIr porty's prinnerry üåeetåq¡n

'¿rf th'* *r'* r}rirr":ï-'r'F,:!f:a?iÕrr heic b1i ç ¡1ri,nu,!ir rç¡r¡no,-.,r ¡:c;rificor pcr-iy, onyquclfirlerj elecfc'r r¡,'ho cJesires to r¡ole ihe new,oarty or.imcry bcltct must be
olfot¡¡ec fo r¡ole the new porty piimory bollot regcrrclless of prior politiccri pcrriy
etf filir:ilic,n.3r

Ë. enntr*iliv"r,g (ìerrmia*itfer: e,f e M$nc.r Foliticc\ T,ti{;,,t

Al! rner:rh¡l:'s 'rf c.r-'rr*!rii'rç ccmn'liffees ai,: nninor F,ciitic,:r pcrtlr ç¡s
cleteri-nined irl cccc¡rrlcnce wifh ¡:ort,¡ rufes. The porfy musf file c list of its
c':ntrolling corrln':ittee members crncl ofher pcrty officiols with ihe secretory
ol sicie's 3{'fice wiil'riri 30 dcys of flreir electicr¡ or appoinfment.32

.l\ i.r';i-rir t:,:lii:,':;rl i:crir¡:iìc,) ê!€,r-:l :.cir.,,¡:r.,li1:! tr.,.,..,,i...riii*es ai c prirnory
eleciion in 'ihe' even-nuínbei'ed year by filing a ¡:icn for pcrty orgonízcfion
v¡iih iirt} l,ecre.ir-rr',, of siaje's tffìce ûn úr before the ?ûth doy before the
cay oi ihe prirncry eleclio¡i. The picn nrusi specify which offices ore io be
eiecied cncj prervicie ihe procedure for quciilìcation oi ccndldates for ihose
ofÍ¡ces' candidcfes to be elected pursucnt to fhe plcn must be designoted
cn'C :ilr':-:iiqcçÌ ¡"t :r i:¡'¡fcre th.e ninetieth r"fcy !¡,.Ìfr¡* the doy of the election.
surçþ' p:arfies' n1c\/, iri lieu r-¡f ele cfing c controlling ccrrnr-nittee or other i:ffìciols,
chr-rc¡:;f: $i.:r--¡ -,'n-rrniile:å- cr cilier;¡fíicials in {r¡ûcc,;-{:jÕi^ic€,wíth po;ty

c
AOR034



Constance Gadell-Newton
Ohio Green Party

1021 E. Broad Street
Columbus, Ohio 43205

October 3, 2016

Federal Elections Commission,
Office of General Counsel
999 E Street, N.W., 
Washington D.C. 20463

Re: C00622928:  Request for Advisory Opinion regarding the Ohio Green Party PAC

Dear Mr. Joseph Wenzinger, 

You requested a factual statement, citing the Bylaws, of actions performed by the Ohio Green Party 
constituting activity commensurate with the day-to-day functions and operations of a political party at 
the state level.  

As a State Committee, we are responsible for the day-to-day operation of the Green Party at the State 
level, as follows:   

• The bylaws contemplate State and County Central committees which are elected by direct vote 
of Party members, as well as issue committees and task forces which are created by and 
accountable to the GPOHIO.  (Art. II, Sec. B)   
◦ This year, central committee members were elected by a direct vote of party members in the 

primaries.  
• The State Central Committee prepares the platform ratification process, candidate 

endorsements,  Presidential elector selection, and process for National Green Party delegates. 
(Art III, Sec A-3.)  
◦ This year, the Ohio Green Party endorsed candidates, submitted Presidential electors to the 

Ohio Secretary of State, and sent delegates to the National Convention.  
• The State Central Committee raises funds to support its activities and candidates,  appoints non-

voting special advisers or observers, recruits new members, promotes Green Values, delegates 
tasks to subcommittees as necessary, and endorses activities.  (Art. II Sec. A-3).   
◦ This year, the State Central Committee organized a candidate recruitment informational 

session and training, held fund raisers to support the party, has appointed Election Observers 
in elections, has appointed a political director and a webmaster/technology committee, has 
organized to recruit new members and volunteers, and has endorsed local issues and 
participated in coalition building with local groups.  We are in regular communication with 
County Central Committees. 

• The bylaws contemplate an executive committee which shall carry out the functions of the 
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Party.  (Art II Sec B). 
◦ The Ohio Green Party has at least one conference call meeting monthly, as well as an in-

person meeting at least once per year, and a Convention every two years.  
◦ Co-Chairs bring together the agenda, usually based on email communications.  Central 

Committee members communicate via email regularly, almost daily regarding Party 
business.  

◦ The Secretary keeps the official records and the Secretary or Webmaster updates the website 
withour official records.  

◦ The treasurer keeps detailed records of our donations and expenditures and prepares the 
necessary reports and filings as required by law.     

• The bylaws contemplate a process for meetings which includes guidelines for facilitation of 
meetings and roles in the meetings.  (Art. II Sec. C) Meetings occur at least monthly.   The Ohio 
Green Party has appointed a Press Secretary who has been making regular press releases at the 
request of the Central Committee based on current events and decisions made at meetings, such 
as a statement that the Ohio Green Party supports an issue campaign. 

• The Bylaws require Central Committee meetings and a Biennial Convention, and we are in 
compliance with this provision.  (Art IV).   
◦ As required, the Biennial Convention of the Ohio Green Party Central Committee endorsed 

candidates for Governor and Lt. Governor, Anita Rios and Bob Fitrakis, in 2014.  
◦ In 2016, the Convention selected electors and delegates to the National Convention of the 

Green Party.  
• Per the bylaws, (Art VI, Sec C) the Ohio Green Party has endorsed candidates which will 

appear on the ballot this fall.  The Ohio Green Party has succeeded in placing Jill Stein and 
Ajamu Baraka on the ballot for President this fall.  Additionally, the Green Party has endorsed 
Joe DeMare for US Senate, Bob Fitrakis for Prosecutor, Joe Manchik for US House of 
Representatives, and Constance Gadell-Newton for State Representative.  All are Green Party 
members in good standing. 
◦ We are actively promoting the Presidential candidate Jill Stein and we are in regular 

communication with the National Committee and the Stein campaign.  We are the official 
organization to move the Stein campaign forward in Ohio.  

We assert that the bylaws, therefore,  meet the requirement of 2 U.S.C 431(15) and 11 CFR 100.14.  As 
a political party, we are an association, committee or organization which nominates candidates for 
Federal office, and we run candidates whose names will appear on the election ballot as the candidate 
of such association, committee or organization.  Dr. Jill Stein, the Green Party's candidate for President, 
has received or expended in excess of $5,000.00 for her campaign in 2016 and 2012.  Accordingly, she 
fulfills the definition of a “candidate” for the purposes of 2 U.S.C. 431(2).    Joe DeMare has raised 
around $8000 and has filed with the FEC.  

The Green Party of Ohio is recognized as an affiliate by the Green Party of the US, the National Green 
Party.  Please see the attached letter which documents this. 

If you have any further inquiries or require other information, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,

Constance Gadell-Newton
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Robert J. Fitrakis
Co-Chairs
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Address

PO Box 75075  
Washington, D.C.  20013

202-319-7191 
@gp.org 

www.gp.org

Steering Committee

Co-Chairs

 
Washington, D.C.

 
Nebraska

 
Oregon

 
Virginia

 
California

 
Virginia

 
New York

Secretary

 
Washington

Treasurer

 
Hawaii

www.gp.org/donate  •  202-319-7191  •  PO Box 75075, Washington, DC 20013

Caption

Steering Committee
Co-Chairs
Audrey Clement 
Virginia
Sanda Everette
California

Andrea Mérida
Colorado

Charles Ostdiek
Nebraska

Tamar Yager
Virginia

Bahram Zandi
Maryland

Secretary
Jan Martell
North Carolina

Treasurer
Jeff Turner
Hawaii

March 2016

Dear Green Party Supporter,

Across the country, our core issues are in the mainstream news 
– Medicare for All, free college tuition, and holding Wall Street 
accountable for destroying our economy are being hotly debated, 

with the facts and 
figures squarely siding 
with the Green Party’s 
core values. A new 
wave of social justice is 
building, with teachers 
marching for students 
in Detroit and Chicago, 
protesters defending 
and supporting 
displaced homeless 
people during San 
Francisco’s Super 
Bowl, and ordinary 

people rallying in Flint to demand clean water and transparent 
government.

In poll after poll, young people are siding with the values Green 
Party supporters like you have long held: universal health care, 
sustainable economies, and an end to crony politics. As young 
people are increasingly saddled with debt, unpaid internships, 
unlivable wages, and few job prospects, more are realizing that our 
country needs to take a new path.

We are ready to organize and engage the next generation of 
Greens to transform our democracy and build a sustainable future. 
Please give today to help us reach out to the millions of new people 
already aligned with our values.

September 22, 2016

To whom it may concern:

The Ohio Green Party is an affiliated party of the Green Party of the
United States. They send three delegates to the GPUS National
Committee, and links and contacts for OGP are on the national website
at www.gp.org/state_parties.

Jan Martell
Secretary

Address

PO Box 75075
Washington, D.C. 20013

202-319-7191
office@gp.org

www.gp.org

Steering Committee

Co-Chairs
Chris Blankenhorn
Illinois
Darlene Elias
Massachusetts
Sanda Everette
California
Andrea Mérida Cuéllar
Colorado
Darryl! Moch
Washington, D.C.
Tamar Yager
Virginia
Bahram Zandi
Maryland

Secretary
Jan Martell
North Carolina

Treasurer
Brian Bittner
Maryland
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