
Libertarian Party of Illinois

Wednesday April 24,1996

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Office of the General Counsel
999 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20463

RE: Mr. Vincent R. Tallman's letter of April 3,1996 - Statement of Organization -
Request for an advisory opinion

Gentlemen:

In Mr. Vincent R. Tallman's letter of April 3,1996 (copy attached), he indicated that the
Commission needed to determine if we were a state committee of a political party. In
response to his request and as per instructions received from Ms. Erica McMahon of
the FEC Information office, we hereby are petitioning the Commission for their
advisory opinion if we satisfy the criteria for state party status.

Following is what we believe to be the criteria that qualify us as the state committee of
the Libertarian Party of Illinois:

1. Attached is a copy of the by laws of the "Libertarian Party of Illinois" (LPI)
which includes the nomination of statewide candidates at its annual convention
(Rule VI - STATEWIDE CONVENTION - Section 1).

2. The STATE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE (Bylaw IV) is designated to "oversee
the Party's affairs".

3. The LPI petitioned and received ballot access for statewide, state candidates
for the 1994 election (i.e. Governor, Lt Governor, Secretary of State,
Comptroller, Attorney General, etc.).

4. The party received sufficient votes (5% for one statewide race) in the
November 1994 election and therefore qualified for the ballot in 1996. In
November 1996 we will be running a candidate for President and U.S. Senate.
The 1996 U.S. Senate candidate was nominated by the LPI at its state
convention.

1602 Colonial Parkway, Inverness, IL 60067 (336) 776-8090



We believe the above qualifies the Libertarian Party off Illinois as the state committee
of a political party as defined by the 2 U. S. C. §431 (15 & 16).

Please provide us with your advisory opinion regarding same.

If you have any questions or require additional information, please advise. You may
contact me at 847-583-2316 or a Mr. William Muench at 847-439-0200, extension
243. Mr. Muench is assisting me in the filing of this request .

Sincerely,

)ames A. Boyd, Treasurer
Libertarian Party of Illinois

CC: Mr. Vincent R. Tallman - Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, NW
Washington DC 20463
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James A. Boyd, Treasurer . fLC* JLXP IQQL-?3^1
Libertarian Party of Illinois HC. HrC/iS m*. « I
1602 Colonial Parkway
Inverness, IL 60067

Identification Humbert C00315713

.Referencei. Statement of Organization dated_ 3/17/96

Dear Mr. Boydt

This letter is prompted by the Commission's preliminary
review of your Statement of Organisation. The review raised
questions concerning certain information contained in the
Statement. An itemisation follows i

-Your Statement of Organisation indicates in Line 5(d)
that you are a state committee for the Libertarian
Party. A state committee is defined as the organisation
which, by virtue of the bylaws of a political party, is
responsible for the day-to-day operation of such
political party at the state level, as determined by the
Commission. 2 U.5.C. $431(15)

Please be advised that before using the contribution
limits and/or statutes applicable for state parties,
your committee must petition the Commission in the form
of an advisory opinion to determine if it satisfies the
criteria for state party status.

A written response or an amendment to your original report(sj
correcting the above problem(s) should be filed with the Federal
Election Commission within fifteen (15) days of the date of this
letter. If you need assistance, please feel free to contact me on
our toll-free number, (800) 424-9530. My local number is (202)
219-3580.

Sincerely,

Vincent R. Tallman
Reports Analyst

263 Reports Analysis Division
Grfftotinf the Commtofonl 20th Aim/verM?

YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW
DEDICATED TO KEEPING THE PUBLIC INFORMED
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20463

May 3, 1996

James A. Boyd, Treasurer
Libertarian Party of Illinois
1602 Colonial Parkway
Inverness, IL 60067

Dear Mr. Boyd:

This refers to your letter dated April 24,199S, which requests advice concerning
application of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"), to the
possible status of the Libertarian Party of Illinois ("the Illinois Party**) as a State Party committee
of the Libertarian Party of the United States of America ("the National Party**).

As evidence of your possible status you submit a copy of the bylaws of the Libertarian
Party of Illinois. You also present evidence, which is substantiated by publicly available
sources, of the success of the Illinois Party in obtaining ballot access for its Federal candidates in
1994 and 1996.

The Act authorizes the Commission to issue an advisory opinion in response to a
"complete written request" from any person with respect to a specific transaction or activity by
the requesting person. 2 U.S.C. §437f(a). Commission regulations explain that such a request
"shall include a complete description of all facts relevant to the specific transaction or activity
with respect to which the request is made." 11 CFR 112.1(c).

Your inquiry requires a more complete description of the facts in order to proceed with an
• • A. * * • TC tf* ..« «•• • • V* * *^ • _ * M. _ ^« .. .• J» •*. _A_ •irtyis

by any
Please provide officu

national committee of the Libertarian Party that confirms the Illinois Party's affiliation with the
National Party. For illustrative purposes, enclosed with this letter is correspondence provided by
the Natural Law Party of Texas, which was used to corroborate their ties to the
U.S. Natural Law Party. The evidence you provide need not, however, be identical. For your
information and guidance, also enclosed is a copy of Advisory Opinion 1995-49 which examined
the claim of the Texas Natural Law Party to be a State Party committee.



Letter to James A. Boyd
Page 2

After receiving the above information, this office and the Commission will give further
consideration to your inquiry as an advisory opinion request. If you have any questions
concerning the advisory opinion process, the materials enclosed, or this letter, please contact the
undersigned. ^

Sincerely,

Lawrence M. Noble
General Counsel

Enclosures:
Sample Correspondence
Advisory Opinion 1995-49

N. Bradley Litchfield
Associate General Counsel
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Saturday June 15,1996

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Office of the General Counsel >"
ATTN: N. Bradley Litchfield, Assoc. General Counsel 3
999 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20463

RE: Mr. N. Bradley Litchfield's letter of May 3,1996 - Documentation of affiliation

Dear Mr. Litchfield:

In your letter of May 3,1996, you indicated that the Commission needed "...official
documentation from the national committee of the Libertarian Party that confirms the
Illinois Party's affiliation with the National Party."

Attached is a letter from Mr. Steve Dasbach, Chairman of the Libertarian National
Committee, Inc., confirming that affiliation.

If you have any questions or require additional information, please advise. You may
contact me at 847-583-2316 or a Mr. William Muench at 847-439-0200, extension
243. Mr. Muench is assisting me in this matter.

Sincerely,

James A. Boyd, Treasurer
Libertarian Party of Illinois

1602 Colonial Parkway, Inverness, IL 60067 (W) 776-8090



Federal Election Commission
ATTN: N. Bradley Litchfield, Assoc. General Council
999 E Street, NW
Washington DC 20463

June 8,1996

Dear Mr. Litchfield:

This letter confirms that the Libertarian Party of Illinois is an officially recognized
affiliate of the national Libertarian Party (the Libertarian National Committee, Inc.).

The address of the Libertarian Party of Illinois is:
1602 Colonial Parkway
Inverness, IL 60067

The Chairman of the Libertarian Party of Illinois is:
Mike Ginsberg

If you have any questions about this, please feel free to contact our national
headquarters in Washington, DC at (202) 333-0008, and ask for our National Director
Perry Willis. Or, call me personally at (219) 432-7145

Sincerely,

Steve Dasbach,
Chairman
Libertarian National Committee, Inc.

Libertarian National Committee. Inc. • 2600 Virginia Avenue NW. Suite 100 • Washington DC 20037 • (202) 333-0008 • Fax (202) 333-0072


